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efficiently. The guilty shall be held accountable and the innocent protected.
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2017 Annual Report Introduction

2017 was, once again, a busy and productive year for the Midland County Prosecutor’s Office. In the greatest
challenge of my legal career, we tried and convicted Michael McIntyre in a cold case homicide from 1991. Mr.
McIntyre was subsequently sentenced to a mandatory life sentence without the possibility of parole. It was a
great relief to finally obtain justice for Diane Ross and her family, and to make sure that a very dangerous
individual will never be a threat to our community again.
We again had a number of significant sexual assault and domestic violence prosecutions, as noted further in
the 2017 Highlights (below). And while it is very unusual for us to have two murder prosecutions in the same
year, the McIntyre case was actually from 1991 and both cases eventually resulted in justice being served.
We also continue to see substance abuse as a substantial concern in our community, similar to everywhere
else in the country, which is why I am a firm believer in smart criminal justice reform. We know that we
cannot arrest and imprison our way out of addiction, so it is more important than ever to fully utilize and
coordinate our efforts in Community Corrections and alternative sentencing programs.
With this in mind, I continue to serve as Chair of the Community Corrections and D.A.R.E. Boards, and as
Captain of the Public Safety Team with the Exploring Our Future Strategic Planning Group. I also serve on the
Drug Court Committee, the TRI-CAP Board of Directors, the Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, the
Domestic and Sexual Violence Coordinating Council and Sexual Assault Response Team (SART), the Child
Death Review Team, the Community Alliance 4 Youth Success, the Health and Human Services Council, and
the Mental Health Services and Gaps Committee (as we continue our work on a mental health jail diversion
program). In addition, I continue to serve on the Child Welfare Prosecuting Attorneys Advisory Council (a
collaborative group with the State Department of Health and Human Services), and last August I was elected
to the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan (PAAM) Board of Directors. Our office also participates in
the Midland County Kids First Program and the Midland County Child Abuse and Neglect Protection Team. We
also continue to lead MCVAN (the Midland County Vulnerable Adult Network) and the Midland County
Methamphetamine Protocol Team. And, of course, “Joey” (our canine advocate), continues to be a most
valuable member of our office.
As you can see in the report, the overall number of criminal complaints is down and we believe and hope this
represents a positive trend. But as I noted above, substance abuse and domestic violence (including sexual
assault) continue to be major concerns. In addition, 2017 saw a very unusual occurrence in that we dealt with
17 fatal automobile and motorcycle crashes. This is three or four times our normal amount and, I believe, due
to a number of different circumstances. Clearly, drunk, distracted and/or drugged driving is the combined
number one cause of fatal accidents. And while drunk driving incidents are actually down some, drugged
driving incidents are quickly taking their place. In at least three of the fatal accidents in 2017, the at fault
drivers had high levels of active THC (marijuana) in their blood. I am very concerned that with all the
discussion about legalizing recreational marijuana, there is a mistaken belief being formed, especially with
younger drivers, that the use of marijuana does not substantially impair a driver’s ability to operate a motor
vehicle in a safe and prudent manner. As marijuana use continues to rise here, as with anywhere else, we can
expect to see more serious motor vehicle crashes.
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In the Midland County Prosecutor’s Office, we will continue to fight everyday on behalf of the citizens of our
great county. We will continue to maintain excellent working relationships with law enforcement, the courts
and all the service agencies we work with. We will continue our efforts to remain proactive to reduce and
prevent crime in our community and to help break the cycle of substance abuse and domestic violence that
often lead to other criminal acts. We will also always remain committed first and foremost to the fair and
effective prosecution of criminal acts committed in our community, to hold offenders accountable and to seek
justice for all the victims and citizens of Midland County.

J. Dee Brooks
Midland County Prosecuting Attorney
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2017 Highlights
On January 5, 2017, Matthew Lynn Scroggins (age 32) was sentenced before the Hon. Michael J. Beale of the
Midland County Circuit Court, to serve a sentence of between 200 months (16 years and eight months) to 45
years for his conviction of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct. Scroggins was also ordered to serve
concurrent terms of 85 months to 20 years on his conviction for Child Sexually Abusive Activity, and 85 months
to 15 years on two counts of Second Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct. The Defendant was further ordered to
be on lifetime GPS monitoring and to comply with the Sex Offender Registration Act (SORA) upon his release.
These offenses arose from the Defendant's sexual abuse of his three minor "stepdaughters," after he met the
older daughter on-line when she was 13 years old. After beginning a sexual relationship with her, he met and
allegedly married the 13 year old's mother, moved into their household and continued to molest the original
victim. After she attempted to end the abuse, Scroggins had sexual contact with her two younger sisters. He
also recorded having sex with the older victim on at least one occasion and displayed naked pictures of himself
to her. According to Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks, who handled the case, this was one of the
worst and most unusual cases of child sexual abuse he has handled in 25 years of prosecuting these types of
cases. Per Brooks, "this defendant was a true and substantial threat to the people of this community,
especially the children, and we are glad that he will likely never return to Midland County again.”
An Evart man was convicted and sentenced to 130 months to 30 years for the sexual molestation of a minor
child that occurred in Edenville Township. Jefferson Eugene Smith II, age 27, pleaded guilty and was
sentenced for one count of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct, as well as two counts of Second Degree
Criminal Sexual Conduct, in the 42nd Circuit Court on January 19, 2017. The convictions arose out of Smith’s
sexual relations with a child under the age of 13 between June of 2015 and June of 2016, at an Edenville
Township home. A Midland County Sheriff’s Office investigation revealed that Smith molested and abused the
minor child on more than one occasion during the period in question. In addition to the 130 month minimum
sentence, Judge Michael J. Beale also imposed two concurrent prison terms of 57 months to 15 years for the
Second Degree offenses. The terms of Smith’s sentence will also require him to submit to lifetime electronic
GPS monitoring by the Department of Corrections upon his release, as well as a lifetime requirement that he
register and confirm his address through the Michigan Sexual Offenders Registry. The case was handled by
Chief Assistant Prosecutor Geoffrey Rettig.
On February 16, 2017, Judge Beale sentenced Donald Bruce Hays II, age 40, of Shepherd, Michigan, to serve
a prison term of between 168 months and 22 ½ years for his conviction of Third Degree Criminal Sexual
Conduct. Hays was also sentenced as a Habitual Offender. His conviction arose from the repeated sexual
molestation of a family member under the age of 13 at his Lee Township home during 2014-2015. The sexual
abuse was discovered after Hays was arrested for Manufacturing Methamphetamine in the home in April of
2015. Hays, likewise, will be subject to lifetime GPS monitoring and SORA registration requirements. On this
same date, Hays was sentenced to serve a concurrent prison term of between 150 months to 30 years in
prison, for his related conviction of Operating a Meth Lab and being a Habitual Offender. The CSC case
against Hays was handled by Prosecuting Attorney J. Dee Brooks, and the drug case was handled by Senior
Assistant Prosecutor Joe Amend.
On February 16, 2017, Judge Beale also sentenced Christopher James Trudell, age 35, to serve a prison
sentence of between 84 months and 22 ½ years for his conviction of Third Degree CSC, and a concurrent
term of 13 months to 3 years for his CSC Fourth Degree conviction. Trudell also was sentenced as a Habitual
Offender. His convictions arose from the sexual abuse of his girlfriend’s teenage daughter at his Midland
residence in June of 2016. He also will be required to comply with lifetime SORA requirements. This case was
investigated by the Midland Police Department and prosecuted by Mr. Brooks and Mr. Amend.
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The Michigan Court of Appeals has affirmed the jury trial conviction of a Midland man charged with operating
and maintaining a methamphetamine laboratory. In a unanimous opinion dated April 18th, the Court of
Appeals found that William Joseph Sherwood, received a fair trial in 2015 and that he received the effective
assistance of counsel. Sherwood, a parole absconder at the time of this crime, was convicted of manufacturing
methamphetamine at a Midland apartment. Evidence presented at the trial included the testimony of
eyewitnesses to the creation of the drug, as well as a recorded confession to the crime from Sherwood
himself. The Court of Appeals determined that any error at trial was harmless, due to the nature and extent of
incriminating evidence presented. The Court also found that Sherwood’s counsel at trial presented adequate
representation on his behalf. Sherwood, who was sentenced by Circuit Judge Steven P. Carras to 20 to 40
years in prison as a habitual offender, was also sentenced to a consecutive term of 2 to 7 and a half years for
attempting to incite or suborn perjury in the proceeding. The matter was prosecuted at trial by Chief Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney Geoffrey K. Rettig, and successfully briefed and argued on appeal by Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney Patrick A. Czerwinski. Sherwood, who was previously convicted of Resisting and
Obstructing Police Causing Serious Harm, Fleeing and Eluding Police and Home Invasion First Degree is
serving his sentences in the Saginaw Correctional Facility in Freeland and is not eligible for parole until
November of 2037.
On May 11, 2017, Tammy Rose Yancer, age 40, was convicted of and sentenced for 9 separate felony counts
relating to the theft of over $13,000 from a blind, 73 year old Midland Township man. The charges included
Forgery, Uttering and Publishing, Embezzlement from a Vulnerable Adult and Larceny in a Building. Yancer
was sentenced by Circuit Court Judge Michael Beale to a minimum of 18 months to maximum of 14 years on
the most serious of those offenses. Yancer, who was hired to care for the victim, took jewelry and checks
while working for him. Yancer later wrote checks to herself, keeping the money. During Yancer’s sentencing, a
family member spoke of how this had a huge impact, both emotionally and financially, on the victim and his
family. Per Midland County Prosecuting Attorney J. Dee Brooks, “I consider Vulnerable Adult Abuse to be a
form of Domestic Violence, that is the abuse and or taking advantage of someone in the home, or by someone
in a position of trust or authority, and these cases will be aggressively pursued.”
On June 9, 2017, following a two-day jury trial in the 75th District Court for Midland County, Ian Bruce Losee,
age 25, of Saginaw, was found guilty of Operating a Motor Vehicle While Intoxicated. The incident occurred on
January 12, 2017, on Jerome Street in the City of Midland. Following his arrest, Losee was transported to the
Midland County Jail, where a DataMaster breath analysis revealed that Losee’s blood alcohol content was
.13%. Under Michigan law, it is illegal to operate a motor vehicle with a blood alcohol content of .08% or
greater. During the trial, the defense presented evidence that the presence of alcohol in Losee’s breath
analysis was due to a mouth rinse prescribed by his dentist after the removal of his wisdom teeth earlier in the
week, and/or due to blood in his mouth. Rebuttal evidence was presented by Sgt. Perry Curtis, the head of the
Alcohol Enforcement Division of the Michigan State Police, who demonstrated why any blood or mouth rinse,
even with alcohol in it, would not result in a false positive of breath alcohol content.
On June 22, 2017, David Jordan Forster, age 24, of Midland, was sentenced in the Midland County Circuit
Court by the Honorable Stephen P. Carras, having pled guilty to two counts of Distributing Sexually Explicit
Material to a Minor. The charges concern events dating back to 2013, when Forster sent explicit photos to a 13
year old Midland County female. The two struck up an online relationship after the teen “friended” Forster on
Facebook. Investigation by the Midland County Sheriff’s Office, in cooperation with the Midland Police
Department, revealed that within one day of the initial contact and after the victim had told Forster she was
thirteen years of age, Forster both solicited explicit photos from the girl and sent her photos of him. These
contacts were confirmed and documented through records investigators obtained from Facebook, Inc., by way
of search warrants. Although Forster denied knowing that the victim was only 13 years old, Michigan law
prohibits the creation, possession or distribution of sexually explicit material to any person under the age of
18. Forster was sentenced to three years of supervised probation, with the first 120 days to be served in the
Midland County Jail, along with several hundred dollars in fines and costs. The case was handled by Midland
County Chief Assistant Prosecutor Geoffrey Rettig. Parents of children who are online or use social media apps
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are reminded to remain vigilant in monitoring the electronic activities of their kids. If suspicious postings or
exchanges occur, please contact your local police agency to report these contacts.
On July 6, 2017, Adam Parviz Sadehvandi, age 39, was found guilty of Operating While Intoxicated after a
one-day jury trial held in the 75th District Court for Midland County. The charge arose from a traffic stop which
took place on 12/15/2016, on Eastman Avenue near the Midland Mall, after the Defendant failed to stop for a
blinking red light. Subsequent investigation by Midland Police Department Officer Brennon Warren determined
that the Defendant was intoxicated and he was arrested on that charge. After refusing a DataMaster breath
test, the officer obtained a search warrant for a blood sample, and subsequent analysis determined a blood
alcohol level of .141 (under Michigan law, it is a per se violation to operate a motor vehicle with a blood
alcohol level of .08 or higher). Before trial, the Defendant unsuccessfully attempted to have the blood alcohol
results suppressed, claiming that the EMT who withdrew his blood sample was not sufficiently qualified to do
so.
On July 10, 2017, Gregory Scott Hays, age 51, was convicted of Assault and Battery following a bench trial in
the 75th District Court before the Hon. Michael D. Carpenter. The incident arose from an altercation at a local
department store where Mr. Hays angrily confronted a female shopper he claimed had failed to pick up a
sanitizing wipe from the floor. Hays followed the unsuspecting victim in the store and threw the wipe into her
cart. After yelling inappropriate comments, he then forcibly rammed his shopping cart into the victim’s cart,
causing the cart to strike her. Per Midland County Assistant Prosecutor Michael Yelsik, who handled the case,
the assault was clearly unprovoked and uncalled for.
On July 26, 2017, Benjamin Brad Koeplinger, age 38, appeared before Midland County Circuit Court Judge
Michal J. Beale to learn his punishment for charges of third-degree home invasion, and in a separate case,
using a computer to commit a crime and possession of child sexually abusive material. Koeplinger was
arrested in September after Midland County Sheriff's Deputies were called by the relative of a Greendale
Township homeowner. He had arrived at the home and saw Koeplinger inside holding what looked like a
crowbar, the sheriff's office reported. Koeplinger ran outside to his vehicle, and the homeowner's son followed
him, obtained the license plate number and gave it to 911 dispatchers. Deputies responded and found
Koeplinger's vehicle in Jerome Township, then made a traffic stop in the area of Wackerly and Nine Mile roads.
While Koeplinger was in jail, relatives found suspicious images on a computer. Officials obtained a search
warrant, and the Michigan State Police examined the computer. Investigators found about 700 images
determined to be child pornography. Koeplinger entered a guilty plea to all the counts. Assistant Midland
County Prosecutor Michael G. Yelsik said hopefully incarceration will allow Koeplinger time to reflect on his
actions. "It's a shame the impact your behavior has had on your life," Beale said before handing down the
sentence. Beale levied nine months in jail for the count of third-degree home invasion, one year in jail for
possession of child sexually abusive material, and between 23 months and seven years in prison for using a
computer to commit a crime. The terms are to be served at the same time with credit for 264 days.
Koeplinger also must register with the state as a sex offender.
On August 3, 2017, the Michigan Court of Appeals released its unanimous decision affirming the convictions
and sentencing of Jack Chris Bieri from the Midland County Circuit Court. Bieri was sentenced on March 10,
2016, by Midland County Circuit Court Judge Stephen P. Carras, to serve a sentence of 37 years, 11 months to
70 years on his convictions for 2 Counts of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct and 1 Count of Second
Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct. The charges arose from circumstances which occurred on or about January
1, 2015, at a private home located in Jerome Township, Midland County, involving the sexual assault of an 11
year-old minor female, the daughter of an acquaintance Bieri was then staying with. The victim reported the
assault to her mother later that morning. Bieri was convicted of the charged offenses following a three day
jury trial on February 3, 2016. During the trial, evidence was presented concerning the victim’s physical injury
from a Sexual Assault Nurse Practitioner (SANE nurse), as well as DNA trace evidence. The case was
prosecuted by Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks.
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On September 7, 2017, Nathan James Wonsey, age 20, of Midland was sentenced to serve between 42
months and 15 years with the Michigan Department of Corrections for his conviction of one count of Armed
Robbery. The conviction arose from the August 2016 robbery of a juvenile male at the Optimist Park in
Midland, where two subjects armed with apparent handguns stole a cell phone and money from the victim.
The juvenile had agreed to meet the girlfriend of one of the subjects at the park that day, allegedly to
purchase some marijuana. Wonsey claimed that he only used a “BB gun” to commit the robbery, but the gun
was not recovered so that could not be verified. Under Michigan law, Armed Robbery is committed by the
threatened use of a dangerous weapon, or an article represented as a weapon, so the use of an actual firearm
is not required. Per court records, Wonsey has two prior misdemeanor convictions.
On August 10, 2017, Robert Dennis Stubbs, age 23, also of Midland was sentenced to serve between 51
months and 20 years with the MDOC for his conviction of Armed Robbery arising from the same incident.
Stubbs, who received sentencing guideline scoring as the “leader” of the group, has a number of prior
convictions, including assault and several other misdemeanors, and at least one felony.
On September 25, 2017, the Midland County Prosecutor’s Office secured jury trial convictions on two criminal
charges against Jeffrey Matthew Lemieux, age 45, in the Midland County Circuit Court. The case was handled
by Assistant Prosecutor Michael Yelsik before the Hon. Stephen P. Carras, Chief Circuit Judge. Lemieux was
found guilty of Felony Resisting and Obstructing a Police Officer and Operating a Motor Vehicle While
Intoxicated with the Habitual Offender 3rd Notice. The case arose from a report of a vehicle in a ditch on July
30, 2016, on 5 Mile Road near Isabella Road in Homer Twp. Upon arriving, Deputy Mark McNally testified that
he saw the defendant exit the vehicle and walk towards him. As the defendant walked, Deputy McNally
noticed that the defendant was unsteady on his feet and swaying. While speaking with the defendant, the
strong odor of alcohol was observed on the defendant’s breath. The defendant admitted he had too much to
drink, but refused to submit to any sobriety tests. At this point, Deputy McNally attempted to arrest the
defendant and place him in handcuffs. The defendant first pulled away from Deputy McNally and began to
reach into his pockets. Not knowing what the defendant was reaching for, Deputy McNally was forced to
secure the defendant against the patrol vehicle following a short struggle. Once backup arrived, the defendant
was able to be placed in the car.
During the trial, the defendant testified that he was a victim of excessive force by Deputy McNally and claimed
he was the victim. Much of the incident was captured on in-car video and clearly shows that Deputy McNally
was, at all times, professional, courteous, and doing what was necessary to make the arrest. The video was a
key piece of evidence used during the trial. The video and evidence were so persuasive that it took the jury 10
minutes to return guilty verdicts on both charges. This case clearly demonstrates the danger police officers
face every day when making traffic stops, and how what seems to be a simple traffic investigation can turn
violent very quickly and without notice. The Midland County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office will continue to
make all violent crimes a priority in the office, including those committed against police officers.
On September 28, 2017, Lorraine Ames, age 43, was found guilty of Operating While Visibly Impaired after a
one-day jury trial held in the 75th District Court for Midland County. The charge arose from a traffic stop
which took place on May 7, 2017, on Coleman Road in the City of Coleman, after the Defendant was observed
speeding up and slowing down as well as weaving in the lane of traffic. Subsequent investigation by Coleman
Police Department Officer Julie Church determined that the Defendant was intoxicated and she was arrested
on that charge. After refusing a DataMaster breath test, the officer obtained a search warrant for a blood
sample. The case was handled by Assistant Prosecutor Emily Richards.
October 24, 2017, a Midland County jury found Michael Todd McIntyre, age 52, of New Hudson (formerly of
Gladwin), Michigan, guilty of the crimes of Second Degree Murder and Felony Murder. Pursuant to law, the
prosecution asked the court to vacate the Second Degree Murder count and proceed to sentencing on the
Felony Murder charge. Felony Murder is a form of First Degree Murder and carries a mandatory sentence of
Life Imprisonment without Parole. The charges arose from the August 7, 1991, murder of Diane Laverne
Ross, a 43 year-old double leg amputee, in her Lee Township home. At the time of the murder, Diane shared
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her home with her 5 year-old grandson. Sometime during the early morning hours of that day, McIntyre broke
into the home and assaulted Ms. Ross, at least initially, while she was in her bed. The grandson, now 31 years
old, was also believed to be in the bed with his grandmother at the start of the confrontation. At the trial, it
was established that the victim was struck forcibly in the head at least four times with a hard blunt instrument
(possibly like a pool cue or baseball bat), fracturing her skull, and several more times in the facial area with
hands or fists. Ms. Ross suffered a cracked skull, several bruises and abrasions on her head and body,
including defensive wounds on both arms, and a ruptured spleen from compression (such as someone leaning
on her torso with a knee to hold her in place). Containers of coins were stolen from the home at the time of
the attack. Diane Ross passed away later that night from her injuries.
Michael McIntyre, who had previously dated the victim’s daughter for a short time and had a dispute with the
victim over payment for work he had done recently in her home, was identified as a person of interest early on
in the investigation. He was contacted by the original MCSO detectives, Daniel Stark and James Gofton, on
August 10, 1991. At first, he denied even knowing Diane Ross or speaking with her, although he eventually
admitted that he had installed a new hot water heater in her home about two months before the murder, and
that there had been a problem with it working properly just after the installation. He also admitted that he had
some confrontations with the victim’s daughter and her boyfriend shortly after their breakup. McIntyre told the
detectives that he had spent the evening of August 6, 1991, and early morning hours of August 7, 1991,
playing pool and drinking at Mr. M’s bar in Gladwin. He then claimed to have hitchhiked home, getting a ride
from an older man in a car he could not describe, after he left the bar at around 2:30 am. The bartender who
was working at Mr. M’s that night, however, testified that she recalled that McIntyre left the bar at some point
that evening, before returning to the bar just before last call.
After the detectives made contact with McIntyre on August 10, 1991, they seized and eventually searched
pursuant to a search warrant, his vehicle (which he claimed did not run and he did not have keys to) and
discovered a cardboard box on the passenger side floor with 153 quarters inside. A fingerprint found on one of
the quarters was eventually (in 2015) identified as a match to the victim’s daughter (who was the mother of
the 5 year old in the home at the time of the murder and the woman who had formerly dated the defendant).
The woman testified at trial that she would often give or exchange for currency the coins she received as tips
from work to her son. Retired Detective James Gofton testified that in 1993 he went to the wrecker service in
Sanford where McIntyre’s vehicle had been stored, and after changing the battery and the ignition switch
(they still did not have keys to the vehicle) and adding fluids, the vehicle started and ran fine. Unfortunately,
the detectives were unable to locate McIntyre at that time and investigation went cold.
It was not, however, completed. In 2013, Sheriff Scott Stephenson asked his new detectives, Brent Benzing
and Scott Holzinger, to reorganize the case files and take a fresh look at the case. After consulting with the
FBI, the Michigan State Police and the Michigan Attorney General’s cold case team, detectives Benzing and
Holzinger reconstructed the investigation, by requesting additional lab analysis of evidence and interviewing
new, and re-interviewing past, witnesses that were still available (a process that took several hundred hours of
investigation). After obtaining the fingerprint match, and finding new witnesses who McIntyre had made
certain admissions to about the case, they submitted the case to the Attorney General’s Office and the Midland
County Prosecutor’s Office for the authorization of charges. In March 2016, a joint prosecution resulted in the
filing of murder charges against McIntyre.
The case was ultimately prosecuted by Asst. Attorney General Oronde Patterson and Midland County
Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks. During the course of the seven day jury trial, testimony was presented from 23
witnesses and 119 exhibits were admitted into evidence. The jury began their deliberations at about 3:00 pm
on October 23, 2017, and announced their verdict at about the same time on Tuesday, October 24.
Per Prosecutor Brooks, “It was a great relief to be able to finally provide some justice to Diane Ross and her
family, and to help them find some closure to this horrific experience. It was a tremendous undertaking and
could not have been successful without the family’s and other witnesses’ cooperation, countless hours of
investigation and trial preparation by detectives Benzing and Holzinger, and my prosecution partner, Mr.
Patterson. My staff also provided a great deal of assistance, including many late nights, weekends and early
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mornings, and I would like to thank everyone for all their help and assistance in prosecuting this case. Thank
you all very much.”
On Friday, October 27, 2017, the Midland County Prosecutor’s Office secured the jury trial conviction of Cody
Ray Lavelle, age 19 at the time of offense, for Operating While Visibly Impaired. The conviction came after a
two day jury trial in the 75th District Court, and the case was handled by Assistant Prosecutor Atea Duso.
Because this was the defendant’s second offense within 7 years, he is subject to enhanced penalties and
driver’s license revocation. The case arose from a traffic stop which took place in the early morning hours on
March 20, 2015, after the defendant’s vehicle was observed crossing over the lane lines multiple times on his
way from Lyon Rd. to US-10 in the City of Midland. Officer Charles Brown of the Midland Police Department
investigated the incident and determined that the defendant was under the influence of controlled substances.
The defendant was arrested, his blood was drawn, and subsequent testing revealed that THC, the active
ingredient in marijuana, and Alprazolam, more commonly known as Xanax, were both present in the
defendant’s blood system. With drugged driving becoming an increasingly prevalent issue, the Prosecutor’s
Office will continue to pursue these cases to ensure the safety of our roads and our community.
On November 16, 2017, David Michael Vick, age 29, of Midland, entered a guilty plea to one count of Delivery
or Manufacture of Methamphetamine and a Habitual Third Offender status, and was sentenced. Circuit Court
Judge Stephen P. Carras levied between four and 40 years in prison with credit for 243 days in the case. The
term is to be served at the same time as sentencing in another case. Vick, who previously was convicted of
three counts of controlled substance possession since 2005, was arrested after he was stopped for traveling
94 mph on U.S. 10 on March 19. Court papers state the owner of the vehicle gave troopers consent to search
the vehicle, which led to the discovery of a duffle bag containing items needed to produce methamphetamine.
Vick was arrested on an unrelated warrant, and then took troopers to Main Street near the Poseyville Bridge
and showed them where he had recently made methamphetamine. At that site, troopers recovered more
materials necessary to make the drug. Vick then showed the troopers a second site, at a disk golf course,
where he stated he disposed of his one pot cook by burning it, court documents state.
On December 7, 2017, Richard Paul Watson, age 47, was sentenced on his convictions for second-degree
murder and first-degree child abuse in the August 2015 killing of Evelyn Legacy. Midland County Circuit Court
Judge Michael J. Beale sentenced Watson to a parole eligible life sentence on the murder charge and to a term
of 15 to 25 years in prison with credit for 841 days for the child abuse count. Both terms are to be served at
the same time. "These are the most difficult cases," Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks said, pointing
out the idea of sentencing is to make the victim's family whole, punish the defendant, and discourage others
from committing these crimes. Legacy's family did not speak in court, and Brooks spoke as a video of Evelyn's
photos was projected on a screen in the courtroom. "There were a lot of people affected for the rest of their
lives," by the loss of Evelyn, he said. "We can never restore the loss that has been incurred here." Brooks also
said he hopes the case will underscore the fragility of life, and lead to a greater awareness of how easily a
person's life can be taken.
On December 14, 2017, Michael Todd McIntyre, age 52, of New Hudson (formerly of Gladwin), Michigan, was
sentenced to Life in Prison, with no possibility of parole, for his jury trial conviction of Felony Murder. McIntyre
received the life sentence, as required by law, at a hearing before Midland County Circuit Court Judge Stephen
P. Carras.
On October 12, 2017, David Allen Kolodziej, age 36, of Midland was sentenced to serve from 12 to 40 years in
prison for his plea-based convictions of Two Counts of Home Invasion First Degree, Two Counts of Home
Invasion Second Degree and One Count of Breaking and Entering a Building with Intent to Commit a Larceny.
Kolodziej was also convicted of being a Habitual Offender-Third Felony Offense. He was sentenced by Midland
County Circuit Court Judge Michael J. Beale, for a series of burglaries that took place at the Washington
Woods Senior Citizens Center, Damman Apartments and the North Point Ministries Church in October through
November of 2016. Kolodziej had been in the Midland County jail since his arrest on November 22, 2016. The
Defendant was subsequently ordered to pay $2663.88 to the victims in restitution, subject to possible
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additional claims in the future. According to Midland County Prosecuting Attorney J. Dee Brooks, what made
these crimes especially disturbing was that fact that almost all of the victims were elderly persons who were
very frightened and emotionally upset about the incidents. Per Mr. Brooks, “A person should feel safe and
comfortable in their home and the emotional effects of crimes like this are much more of a concern than the
financial losses. That is why these crimes are treated as ‘crimes against persons’ and their prosecution will
remain a high priority in our office.”
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2014

1,211,949

1,199,163

1,146,550

1,076,565

1,080,444

State

143,511

128,945

127,395

127,395

242,753

Totals

1,355,460

1,328,108

1,273,945

1,203,960

1,323,197

Budget Used

1,103,929

1,076,865

1,138,269

1,104,277

1,119,616

County

2015

2016

2017
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1,200,000
2013

1,000,000

2014

800,000

2015

600,000

2016
2017

400,000
200,000
0
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Criminal Statistics
Adult Court
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Reviewed Complaints

2517

2470

2703

2454

2225

Authorized Warrants

1664

1824

1999

1859

1506

352

389

428

474

381

1312

1435

1571

1385

1125

Felony Charges
Misdemeanor Charges*

*This number is not the total number of misdemeanor charges, only those authorized by formal warrant. To increase
efficiency, some minor misdemeanor cases are handled by Appearance Tickets and this office prosecutes these cases as
any other case. Also, this office is responsible for the prosecution of contested civil infractions issued by the Midland
County Sheriff’s Office, the Michigan State Police and the City of Coleman Police Department.

3000
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Authorized
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Felony Charges
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Misdemeanor
Charges

By Township Breakdown

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Edenville

47

34

49

52

77

Geneva

13

19

16

25

26

Greendale

73

87

84

72

70

Homer

98

95

106

100

57

Hope

39

17

18

30

20

Ingersoll

49

43

50

39

42

Jasper

32

15

19

11

15

Jerome

115

118

103

117

105

Larkin

42

34

44

51

30

Lee

157

169

170

179

160

Lincoln

76

73

72

56

86

Midland Twp

27

27

23

21

37

Mills

43

33

43

43

22

Mt. Haley

24

32

45

43

33

Porter

20

21

20

23

17

Warren

47

37

40

43

37

Coleman

58

53

52

80

63

Sanford

23

15

29

27

18

City of Midland

1472

1530

1654

1410

1244
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Adult Court Statistics
Special Interest Crimes

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Drunk Driving (OWI)

270

236

288

369

300

OWI Causing Death

0

0

1

2

3

Domestic Violence

168

232

249

197

196

Other Assault Charges

81

101

111

100

123

Child Abuse

8

3

3

3

4

Home Invasion

33

40

43

40

51

Robbery

14

6

6

14

8

Criminal Sexual Conduct

22

36

50

56

53

Criminal Homicide

0

0

2

1*

1

All Controlled Substance Violations

234

321

339

283

324

Methamphetamine

16

28

73

68

110

Heroin

15

41

46

40

31

Other Drug Charges

203

252

220

175

178

*Diana Ross murder from 1991 charged in 2016
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Adult Court Statistics
Special Interest Crimes
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Adult Court Statistics
Alcohol Offenses (Persons 17-21 Years)
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Drunk Driving (OWI)

39

40

27

30

33

Minor in Possession of Alcohol

135

90

78

49

36

Minor in Possession in Vehicle

29

38

27

35

10

140
120
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100

2014
2015

80

2016

60

2017

40
20
0
Drunk Driving
(OWI)

Minor in Possession
of Alcohol
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Minor in Possession
in Vehicle

Juvenile Court Statistics
Delinquency / Abuse & Neglect Cases
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Reviewed

263

237

247

245

259

Authorized

157

157

144

161

171

Hearings Conducted

1514

1655

1733

1699

1300

Termination of Parental Rights

24

18

21

28

9
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Termination of
Parental Rights

Juvenile Court Statistics
Special Interest Crimes

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Alcohol Offenses

17

11

13

16

10

Domestic Violence

8

13

10

8

9

Other Assaultive Crimes

40

42

29

30

21

Stolen Property/Retail Fraud

41

41

37

39

25

Breaking & Entering/Home Invasion

3

6

10

12

8

Controlled Substance

15

14

20

14

15

Criminal Sexual Conduct

23

8

11

11

5

Malicious Destruction of Property

5

13

16

18

14

Weapons Violations

4

1

0

1

2

Unlawful Driving Away Automobile

3

4

0

3

1

Incorrigible/School Truancy

20

23

26

21

29

Probation Violation

112

112

95

101

98
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Juvenile Court Statistics
Special Interest Crimes
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Paternity & Child Support Establishment Statistics

Referrals from State of Michigan

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

298

313

385

319

388
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0

Referrals From State of Michigan
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Paternity & Child Support Establishment Statistics
Performance Management Percentages
State Goal is 90%

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

State Total %

90.60

91.45

91.69

91.38

91.78

Midland County Total %

98.47

92.34

106.03

97.22

98.49

110.00
105.00

2013
2014

100.00

2015
2016

95.00

2017

90.00
85.00
80.00

Statewide

Midland
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Programs
Victim Rights Unit
The Crime Victim’s Rights Act, 1985 PA 87 (CVRA), was enacted in acknowledgment of the need to
restore balance in the criminal justice system. The Act provides comprehensive rights for victims of
felonies, serious misdemeanors and juvenile crimes throughout the criminal justice process. My
office has established the Victim Rights Unit to comply with the Act and to Assist victims in exercising
their legal rights to notification, education, consultation, protection and participation. The program
provides social service assistance and referral; direct problem solving and advocacy for systemrelated issues; explanations and notifications of the criminal justice process, court dates, victims’
rights to be free from harassment; assistance with restitution information; assistance in return of
impounded property and for making application for victim compensation; and escort service to
interviews and to court proceedings. New legislation has expanded the responsibilities of this unit to
include providing services to victims of additional misdemeanor crimes and all cases in Juvenile Court
involving crimes covered by the Victim’s Rights Act. Special attention is given to child victims, the
elderly and other vulnerable victims. This program is largely funded by the State of Michigan, the
County having received in excess of $88,200 from the State for operation in 2017.
The Bad Check Restitution Program
The Bad Check Restitution Program through Corrective Solutions is a diversion program started in
Midland County in late 2005. The program was developed to assist local merchants with bad check
losses. First time bad check offenders are given the opportunity to avoid criminal prosecution by
completing a mandatory intervention class, in addition to paying restitution. All of this is
accomplished without any cost to the taxpayers. In 2017, there were 22 eligible cases submitted to
the program, with a 0% recidivism rate for those completing the program successfully.
Citizens Probation Council
The Citizens Probation Council (CPC) was created as a self-supporting unit responsible for the
supervision of first time, non-violent offenders diverted from the criminal justice system. When an
offender has satisfied his/her probation requirements, they are released from jurisdiction without a
criminal record. At the present time this is a volunteer program. Since it inception in 1986, the
program has managed approximately 1238 cases with about 50 volunteers servicing the program.
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Canine Advocacy Program

In August of 2015, our office joined the Michigan Canine Advocacy Program (CAP), by welcoming
“Joey” to our staff. CAP was developed in Michigan in 2009, “to provided services to child victims
utilizing a highly trained dog to help alleviate the anxiety associated with being in court.” The
program provides a canine advocate to accompany a child to interviews as well as court appearances.
It has been well documented that a child’s anxiety is dramatically reduced by the presence of a
canine advocate. Joey was provided to us by CAP at no cost to the county, after having been trained
by the Leader Dogs program. In February of 2016, our office received a $10,000 grant from the
Midland County Youth Action Council (MCYAC) in support of “Joey” and our program. When not at
work, Joey enjoys spending time with his human family, Assistant Prosecutor Atea Duso, her husband
Joe, their son Ford, along with their other pets. His favorite activity, when not in court, is eating.
Paternity and Child Support Enforcement
The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office Child Support Division, in conjunction with the Department of
Health and Human Services, establishes paternity and/or child support obligations for families in
Midland County. The Prosecutor’s Office represents the State of Michigan in these matters. The goal
of these cases is to establish paternity (either by the parties signing an Affidavit of Parentage or court
ordered DNA testing) and obtain child support so children can be financially cared for by their
parents. In Michigan, both parents owe a legal duty to support their child. To reach this goal, the
Prosecutor’s Office assists families who receive public assistance and/or those who request our
services by calling the Department of Health and Human Services Office of Child Support Division or
by completing an application for services. The Prosecutor’s Office meets with the custodial parent,
files the case with the court, serves the non-custodial parent, collects DNA samples (if ordered), and
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then refers the case to the Friend of the Court to assist families in resolving any custody and
parenting time disputes and for any modification and enforcement of the child support orders.
Community Corrections Advisory Board
The CCAB was established by statute (Public Act 511) in 1988, “to provide program services that
enhance jail utilization, reduce prison commitment and impact (reduce) recidivism.” Due to increased
substance abuse, reduced State Corrections Department resources and a renewed focus on
rehabilitation and treatment, the need for effective alternative sentencing programs has never been
greater. Community based corrections programs can include probation with a local jail sentence
and/or alternatives to incarceration. The Midland County CCAB operates local 511 programming
primarily funded by a State Community Corrections Grant of approximately $195,000, plus a Midland
County contribution of less than $10,000 to enhance or provide services to those not eligible for 511
funding. Our CCAB is constantly exploring new ways to incorporate community resources that
enhance rehabilitation opportunities for defendants and reduce overall corrections costs, while still
providing greater protection and safety to the community. Mr. Brooks has been the Chair of our
CCAB since 2015.
Methamphetamine Protocol Team
Also in 2015, our office organized the Midland County Methamphetamine Protocol Team. We
formulated this team because we were concerned with the rising number of methamphetamine and
heroin cases in the county, and with the lack of public awareness of the extent and danger presented
by these cases. We have been meeting approximately every four months in order to discuss the best
ways to deal with these cases and to coordinate strategies to reduce the incidents of substance
abuse in our community.
Midland County Project D.A.R.E.
D.A.R.E. stands for Drug Abuse Resistance Education. This is a national program to educate and
equip our youth with skills to resist peer pressure to experiment with or use alcohol, tobacco or other
drugs, to avoid bullying behavior and to make healthy and safe decisions. Through a combined effort
with the Midland County Sheriff’s Office, the Midland Police Department and the Midland County
Intermediate School District, this program has been made available to every elementary school in
Midland County since 1989. A specially trained uniformed police officer conducts the class. The class
meets once a week for the 17 week semester. The officers provide this training in the fifth grade
classes, before the students attend middle school. D.A.R.E. will reach approximately 981 children
this year. The instructors also make themselves available to other grades and school organizations.
The costs of the program are funded entirely through community donations and monies obtained
through drug forfeitures. We continue to see very positive results from the program and we are truly
grateful for the enthusiastic and generous support from the citizens of Midland County.
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BAYANET
The Bay Area Narcotics Enforcement Team is a multi-jurisdiction law enforcement drug and
surveillance unit comprised of several state and local agencies in Midland, Bay, Saginaw, Isabella,
Gladwin and Clare Counties. The member agencies contribute funds, personnel and/or equipment on
a short-term basis. The surveillance operation has been very successful in building cases against
individuals involved in continuing criminal activity. Because criminal activity, particularly drug
operations, frequently move across county lines, a coordinated effort is often necessary to achieve a
complete investigation.
Midland County Vulnerable Adult Network (MCVAN)
In October of 2015, our office, along with Senior Services and the Department of Health and Human
Services, formed MCVAN, “To protect and serve vulnerable adults in our community.” The group has
since expanded to include The ARC of Midland, Community Health for Central Michigan, the Office of
Public Guardian, the Department of Public Health, Veteran’s Services, the Midland County Sheriff’s
Office, Shelterhouse, MidMichigan Medical Center, the Midland Police Department, Midland Area
Homes, a local financial institution representative, Lakeshore Legal Aid, Mid-Michigan Community
Action Agency, as well as local legal and senior housing representatives. The group meets bimonthly to better coordinate investigations concerning vulnerable abuse and/or neglect, to discuss
means of helping to prevent and/or respond to such circumstances and to better educate
professionals and the public about elder or vulnerable adult abuse/neglect and the available
resources to deal with them. We also hosted a Vulnerable Adult Abuse Conference in May of 2017 in
Midland to further these efforts and are presently working on a Consumer Fraud Conference
tentatively scheduled for this fall.
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