DID YOU KNOW?

November 2016 Newsletter
Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting
agendas/minutes here.

The origins of the Democratic donkey
can be traced to the 1828 presidential
campaign of Andrew Jackson when his
opponents called him a jackass. Rather
than rejecting the label, Jackson included
an image of the animal in his campaign
posters.
Though featured as a Republican symbol
in political cartoons and newspapers
during the Civil War (when “seeing the
elephant” was an expression used by
soldiers to mean experiencing combat),
the pachyderm symbol didn’t take hold
until Thomas Nast, the father of the
modern political cartoon, used it in an
1874 Harper’s Weekly cartoon, “The
Third-Term Panic.”
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DISCOVER THE
WORLD
If you’ve ever made a 911
call and wondered how the dispatcher already knew your location or searched on
your phone for a nearby restaurant, you have used a geographic information
system (GIS). November 19 marks GIS Day, an initiative for people to learn
about geography and the many real-world applications of GIS technology.
“GIS Day is an opportunity for us to teach
others about the benefits of a system that
integrates, stores, edits, analyzes, shares, and
displays geographic information,” says
Midland County GIS Coordinator Chris
Cantrell. “Our GIS helps departments
provide services more efficiently and allows
residents to access important geo-spatial
information on their own.”
Take Mosquito Control, for example, one of
the biggest departmental users of the GIS.
Completing their annual process of notifying
property owners about upcoming aerial
treatment used to require about three weeks
of full-time work. Using the County’s GIS,
the whole process takes about two hours.
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“Our system evolves with the technology,” Chris says. “We are now developing
and using field apps that allow us to provide public services on the spot. For
example, sanitarians can now complete septic permitting in real time, right at the
construction site.”

IMPORTANT DATES
Nov. 1 ̶ Board of
Commissioners adopts general
appropriations resolution and
budget
Nov. 6 ̶ Daylight Savings Time
ends; change your smoke alarm
batteries
Nov. 6 ̶ Mid-Land Run Half
Marathon
Nov. 13-18 ̶ Winter Hazards
Awareness Week

Midland County’s GIS began with a
focus on public safety applications.
Today, in addition to fully supporting
911/Central Dispatch and County
departments, the County takes a
community GIS approach. Chris
says data is shared with
organizations throughout the
community, such as townships and
school systems as well as “upstream”
users like the State of Michigan.
Celebrate GIS Day and check out
Midland County’s online map
services.

Nov. 11 ̶ Veteran’s Day (County
offices closed)
Nov. 17 ̶ Great American
Smokeout

MEET GIS COORDINATOR CHRIS CANTRELL

Nov. 24 – 25 ̶ County offices
closed for Thanksgiving

Chris joined Midland County as GIS Coordinator in 2006, working to develop
the County’s GIS from the ground up.

Nov. 29 – Santa arrives in
Midland’s Courthouse Lighting,
7:00 pm

A native of Mt. Pleasant, Chris earned his bachelor’s degree in geography
from Central Michigan University and a master of science at St. Mary’s
University in Minnesota.

Make a difference
today!
Volunteer for the County of
Midland - check out our
volunteer opportunities here.

December – MSU Extension’s
Fruit Cake Month

Committed to his career (he recently was honored with an Outstanding
Employee award by the Board of Commmissioners), Chris serves on the
board of Michigan Communities Association of Mapping Professionals. He
also is a member of the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association
and IMAGIN (Improving Michigan’s Access to Geographic Information
Networks).
Chris lives in Mt. Pleasant where he serves on the Mt. Pleasant Board of
Review and the Opal Lake Association. He is active in the Midland
community through Leadership Midland’s class of 2012.

December – Shop with a Hero at
Meijer
Dec. 7 – Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 8 – Midland County Service
Awards
Dec. 21 – Winter Solstice
Dec. 24-25 – County offices
closed for Christmas holiday
Dec 31-Jan. 1 – County offices
closed for New Year’s holiday
Jan. 16 – County offices closed
for Martin Luther King, Jr’s
Birthday

On Facebook…

Midland County Prosecutor J. Dee
Brooks receives the Healing the Hurt
award at the Shelterhouse annual •
Congratulations to County employees
awarded an Employee Appreciation
Award during the 2016 fall ceremony
at the Board of Commissioners
meeting in October.

They include (from left):
• Steve Wixson, Public Guardian
• Carl Bland, Mosquito Control
• Lori Enszer, Public Guardian,
• Suzanne Schroeder, Pinecrest
• Adam Wright, Sheriff ’s Office-Transport
• Jacob Fink, Sheriff ’s Office-Jail
• Adam Walser, Sheriff ’s Office-Jail
• Marisa Boulton, Community Corrections
• Josh Qualls, Sheriff ’s Office-Jail
• Julie Baker, Health Department
• Brionna Varner, County Clerk
• Trent Millard, Sheriff ’s Office-Jail (not
pictured)
• Nancy Krouse, Board of Commissioners (not
pictured)

RESCUERS HONORED WITH GERSTACKER AWARD
Local Police and Firemen Earn Honors

Receiving 2016 recognition at the annual Carl and Esther Gerstacker
Police and Firefighter of the Year awards were Midland Police Detective
Tonya Laubscher, Larkin Township Firefighters Kay and Earl Rinas,
Midland Fire Department Assistant Chief Greg Weisbarth and Midland
County Sheriff ’s Office
Corrections Deputy Adam
Wright.
Kay and Earl Rinas (pictured
left) have lived in Larkin
Township for 51 years, raising
their two children and
devoting their lives to helping
others.
Kay has 36 years of service with the volunteer fire department, while
Earl has 44 years of service.
“Whether it is driving the truck, manning the hoses, or a personal
medical injury, Earl and Kay have not been afraid to face the danger and
have served their community with loyalty and true dedication,” states the
letter nominating the couple. “Both of these individuals have given
much to Larkin Township and its residents and deserve to be recognized
for their volunteerism.”
Wright (pictured right with his wife) was hired as a corrections deputy in 2006 and selected to take over the
transportation division in 2011. In this role, Wright is responsible for scheduling 150 to 160 federal transports each
year, drives all over the state for local court and warrant pickups, schedules doctor and dentist appointments and
oversees four transport deputies. He also is on call for the U.S. Marshals Service.

Wright also is a firearms and taser instructor for the sheriff‘s office, putting in countless hours of training.
“He handles all the extra duties with a level of pride and dedication that just doesn’t come around every day. If
Adam’s position were vacant today, it is likely it would have to be filled by two people,” states one of his three
nomination letters.

VETERANS DAY MEMORIAL PLANNED
Midland County Veterans’ Memorial, next to the Courthouse in
Midland, is the site of two ceremonial events to be held in celebration
of Veterans Day this month.
The first event, a celebration of the Marine Corp’s birthday, will be
held on Nov. 10 at 4:30 p.m. Vietnam veteran Col. Jim Murphy will
preside over the ceremony. He extends an invitation to all Marines and
others to participate.
On Veterans Day, Nov. 11 at 11:00 a.m., Vietnam veteran and Purple
Heart recipient Fred Honerkamp will join veterans to celebrate this
day of peace, honoring veterans who made our freedoms possible.
For more information on the activities, contact Midland County
Veteran’s Counselor Ross Ahlich at 989-832-6843 or email him at
rahlich@co.midland.mi.us.

SANFORD LAKE GETS A ONCE-OVER
Elicit septic system discharge. Sounds scary, doesn’t it? If
allowed to continue near a lake, undetected discharges
and poorly functioning septic systems can contribute to
algae growth and cause viral and bacterial contamination
of the water, threatening public health.
Like a digestive tract for household organic waste, septic
systems are designed to prevent these problems. But, if a
system sited near a lake begins to leak or fails completely,
the health of the lake and nearby residents could be
threatened.
Taking advantage of the Sanford Lake drawdown, the Health Department’s Environmental Health staff will walk
the shoreline around Sanford Lake this month surveying for poorly functioning septic systems. The survey is
expected to begin in late October, and all representatives will be carrying proper Health Department identification.
Learn more about septic systems or call the Health Department for more information at 989-832-6679. Read more
about septic systems’ impact on lakes from Michigan State University.

HAVE A SAFE HUNTING SEASON
Midland County’s fields and forests will soon be alive with blaze
orange hunting gear. Sheriff Stephenson wants both residents and
visitors of Midland County to know some important safety rules
before setting off for deer camp:
 You must carry your hunting license and the identification you
used to purchase that license with you at all times while you are
hunting.
 All hunters must wear an item of clothing (hat, cap, vest,
jacket, or rain gear) in “hunter orange.” It must be the
outermost garment, and it must be visible from all sides. If
camouflage, it must be at least 50% orange.
 Hunting hours begin approximately one-half hour before sunrise and last until approximately one-half hour
after sunset.
 Safety zones include all areas within 150 yards (450 feet) of an occupied building, house, cabin, barn, or other
farm building. You may not hunt in this area or shoot any animal within this area, unless you have written
permission of the property owner.
 It is illegal to drink alcohol or use intoxicating drugs before hunting.
Hunting Rules to Live By
Familiarize yourself with the area you will be hunting.
 Never assume you are alone in the woods.
 Never assume other hunters are acting responsibly.
 If sitting against a rock or a tree, make sure it is wider than your shoulders so you are not mistaken for a target.
 Be 100% sure of your target before shooting.

CAR SHOW HELPS CHILDREN

Health Dept. Program is Charity of Choice
The Children’s Special Health Care Services
(CSHCS) program at the Midland County
Health Department was the charity of choice
for the 27th Annual Cruise N’ Car Show event
held in September.
“CSHCS provides support for children (and
some adults) with chronic medical conditions.
The money raised is used to cover services and
items not covered by insurance or other
agencies, such as safety devices and specialized
equipment,” says Michelle Burgher RN, BSN.
At the car show, the Health Department staffed a booth to assist in promoting the program and offered popcorn
and bottled water for a donation. Grounds for a Better World coffee joined them one morning to sell coffee. A
percentage of these proceeds went to the Midland County CSHCS program as well.
Learn more about Children’s Special Health Care Services.
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PLAN FOR POLLINATORS BEING
DEVELOPED
Mosquito Control Director Carl Doud recently
represented Midland County Mosquito Control
(MCMC) and the Michigan Mosquito Control
Association at a listening session for the development of
the Michigan Pollinator Protection Plan in
Frankenmuth. Dr. Doud shared the precautions that
MCMC takes to balance public health/disease
prevention with pollinator safety.
A recent report of bee kills in South Carolina prompted
questions about Michigan’s mosquito control efforts and practices. As Dr. Doud explained, aerial application for
adult mosquitoes, like the one recently done in South Carolina, has not occurred in many years in Michigan.
For more information on protecting pollinators, visit Michigan State University’s Michigan Pollinator Protection
Plan website.

Legislative News
DARK STORES REFORM MEANS FAIRER TAXES FOR ALL
Not all property owners follow tax reform issues. But now might be a good time to start. The so-called Dark Stores
reform bill, HB-5578, if passed, could impact the amount of property taxes homeowners and small businesses pay.
The Michigan Association of Counties’ macblog2 had this to say:
An analysis of 22 Wal-Mart outlets in Michigan has found that their per-square-foot (PSF) property valuations
ranged from $5.26 in Sault Ste. Marie to $33.94 in Wayne County’s Woodhaven. For comparison, the average PSF
value for Wal-Marts in its home state of Arkansas is $53.04.
This is the reality of the Dark Stores valuation loophole that “Big Box” retailers like Wal-Mart have been exploiting
since 2013 to vastly reduce their values. And, since lower property values equal lower property taxes, local
governments have lost at least $100 million in revenues since 2013 due to this loophole.
Nevertheless, retailers — and residents — expect local governments to continue to provide those services vital to a
safe, high-quality community. Michigan counties, for one example, spent $1.5 billion on security-related tasks in
2015 alone.
So, if Big Box retailers put demands on public services, yet figure out a way not to pay their fair share of the local
property taxes to fund them, who is left holding the bill?
Yep, homeowners and small businesses.
Rep. Dave Maturen (R-Kalamazoo County) drafted House Bill 5578 to ensure a fair and reasonable system of
valuing property based on its “highest and best use” in the marketplace. The bill soared through the Michigan
House last spring on a 97-11 vote and awaits action by the Michigan Senate this fall.

SOLAR SYSTEM SCULPTURE UPDATE
The solar system sculpture being developed for
installation along the Pere Marquette Rail Trail
beginning in Coleman is taking shape, according to
lead volunteer and desginer, Bob Mass of Midland.
The photo at right shows the Sun sculpture being
welded and ground smooth at the Gladwin Tank
Factory before powdercoating.
Concrete foundations have been poured along the
Rail Trail for planet and sign bases. The Sun and
other planets are expected to be installed along the
trail during late October and early November.

LEADERSHIP MIDLAND GRADUATES TWO FROM
COUNTY
Mosquito Control Director Carl Doud and
Treasurer Cathy Lunsford graduated last
month with the 2016 class of Leadership
Midland.
As a recent newcomer to Midland, Carl says
the program is an excellent opportunity to
learn more about Midland, the
organizations and services in the region as
well as the needs of the community.
“There are a lot of activities designed to help participants bond and build lasting
relationships and associations that foster an environment of collaboration. The
program builds on the rich history of Midland and really contributes to this
compassionate community.”
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