MIDLAND COUNTY
NEWSLETTER
CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS AT PINECREST FARMS

Despite the delay in material delivery and the cold weather, construction of the new
Multi-Generational Room at Pinecrest Farms is moving along nicely. This addition will
provide more space in the dining room and give the residents more room for activities
and to socialize. There will also be a designated area for exercise equipment as well as a
needed office space for our Physical and Occupational therapist. The residents as well
as the staff are extremely excited to see what their new dining and activity area will look
like.

Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com
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MIDLAND COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
COVID-19 VACCINATION UPDATE- 2.24.21
Midland County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) continues
to get COVID-19 vaccines to people in early vaccination priority
groups (groups 1A and 1B) including older adults (vaccinating from
highest age down), the education sector, and frontline medical
workers. We are proud that as a health department, we have
provided over 7,200 vaccinations to Midland community members
and are able to move vaccine very quickly once received. In addition,
over 1/3 of Midland County’s older adult population has received
at least a first dose of COVID-19 vaccine through either MCDPH,
Mid-Michigan Health, or one of our local pharmacies. This is
definitely something to celebrate. Getting a vaccine to everyone
who wants one will be a team effort, and we encourage interested
individuals in groups 1A and 1B to submit an interest form through
MCDPH (https://bit.ly/3awNS3Y), as well as check with their
medical provider or pharmacy, and look into the State of Michigan’s
recently-announced
partnership with
Meijer Pharmacy.
Updates on
vaccination progress will continue to be provided in
local news media, and on our website, Facebook page
(@Midland County Department of Public Health), and
on our COVID-19 hotline (989.839.4665).
The health department is also extremely grateful for
so many community partners that have teamed up
with us for our vaccination clinics, as well as Midland
area individuals
and businesses
who have shown
kindness and support for our work. MCDPH has hosted many
successful vaccination clinics at the health department, while also
partnering with our local schools and ESA to vaccinate teachers
and staff, and with Senior Services for clinics for older adults. These
partnerships are essential in getting the community vaccinated, and
we are so thankful for fantastic community partners and supporters.
The vaccine has brought a lot of hope and positive collaboration
throughout Midland County. Still, it is imperative that community
members continue to mask up, maintain distance, limit interactions
outside of direct household members, and frequently wash hands.
These public health measures have been proven to reduce the
spread of COVID-19. Even after someone receives the COVID-19
vaccine, these practices will be needed for some time. We are
getting through this pandemic together as a community, and we will
continue to Spread Hope, Not COVID.
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC:

IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING
PUBLIC HEALTH MITIGATION
STRATEGIES

From the Desk Of
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
County of Midland
Department of Public Health

Midland County has had overall positive trends in key COVID-19 metrics (percent positivity rate and
case rate) since the mid-November 2020 peak. This is excellent news and we all want this trend to
continue. However, there is still significant community transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that
causes COVID-19. We are seeing a small increase in cases the week of February 21, which coincides
with the anticipated timing for an increase in cases related to Super Bowl Sunday gatherings. Steps
that we know stop viral transmission, such as staying home when ill with symptoms* that could be from
COVID-19, physical distancing, use of masks, hand hygiene, and isolation and quarantine, continue to be
essential to limit the spread of COVID-19 and protect public health as we launch aggressive, safe, and
effective vaccination campaigns.
* Fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss
of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea

Even after the COVID-19 Vaccine
It is important to continue preventive measures to limit disease transmission, even if you have been fully
vaccinated. While this may seem counterintuitive, there is not currently enough evidence that the
vaccines provide immunity to the moist tissue that lines the inside of your mouth and nose (mucosal
immunity). It is not yet known if someone who is vaccinated may be carrying the live SARS-CoV-2 virus
without symptoms and spreading it to others when they cough, breath or sneeze.
Protection against Variants
The mitigation measures that apply to the original coronavirus strains also apply to the new variants:
Wear a mask, socially distance and do not spend time indoors with those outside of the household. Studies
suggest that currently available COVID-19 vaccines work against the variants and this continues to be
an area of active research.
Viruses constantly change through mutation. New variants of a virus are expected to occur over time.
There are a number of variants of interest being tracked that spread more easily and faster than the
original SARS-CoV-2 strains. If case numbers increase, this leads to more illness, hospitalizations and
potentially more deaths from COVID-19.
• B.1.1.7, first identified in the United Kingdom in the fall of 2020, spreads faster than original
strains. This variant has been identified in many countries and was first identified in the US at
the end of December 2020. As of February 25, 2021, over 200 cases of this variant have been
identified in Michigan.
• B.1.351, first identified in South Africa, was first detected in October 2020. It arose
independently from B.1.1.7, but has some mutations in common. This variant was first identified
in the US at the end of January 2021, but has not yet been identified in Michigan.
• P.1 was first identified in travelers from Brazil in January 2020. This variant was first detected
in the US at the end of January 2021. P1 contains mutations that may affect its ability to be
recognized by antibodies. This variant has not yet been identified in Michigan.
Continued
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC: PUBLIC HEALTH MITIGATION STRATEGIES - CONTINUED
• B.1.427/B.1.429 (it has two names), first identified in California in December 2020, is more
transmissible and has become the predominant strain in California. This strain has been
identified in many other states and several other countries. Some experts feel that it is unlikely
to pose as much of a threat as some of the other variants.
Benefits of Double Masking
A recent study from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) found that double masking
reduced the risk of COVID-19 by as much as 96.4%, if both the infected person and the uninfected
person are both wearing double masks. A high-quality surgical mask or a fabric mask of at least two
layers with high thread count provide basic protection.

References:
Symptoms of COVID-19:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
Maximizing Fit for Cloth and Medical Procedure Masks to Improve Performance and Reduce SARS-CoV-2
Transmission and Exposure, 2021
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7007e1.htm?s_cid=mm7007e1_w
About variants of the virus that causes COVID-19:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html
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WE HEAR YOU, MIDLAND RACIAL AND ETHNIC EQUITY
AND INCLUSION SURVEY
On June 4, 2020, the City of Midland issued
a statement condemning the killing of
George Floyd and launched the We Hear
You committee to develop a plan to enhance
equity and inclusion in our community (https://
cityofmidlandmi.gov/1862/City-Statement-onGeorge-Floyd-Racial-In). The committee agreed
a diversity, equity, and inclusion community
assessment was needed to help direct this
planning and shape its goals. The committee
recognized the need and importance of
community voices in this assessment and aims
to survey residents on a variety of issues related
to this broader initiative. This assessment is thus
an initial step in a much larger effort to enhance equity and inclusion in our community and will be
used with additional resources to help inform the next steps. Midland County is partnering with the
We Hear You initiative to support this community survey.
The We Hear You, Midland Racial and Ethnic Equity and Inclusion Survey is designed to assess
your experiences with racial/ethnic (in)equity in Midland County. Through the collective voices of
members of the Midland Community, agencies within Midland will be able to address issues of racial/
ethnic inequity. The aggregate results of the survey will help guide Midland County agencies in
improving racial/ethnic relations within Midland County.
You must be at least 18 years of age and a resident of Midland County. The survey should take about
25 minutes and your response will remain anonymous.
The County of Midland is happy to support this community survey and encourages you to take part in
this important community initiative.

TAKE THE SURVEY

IMPORTANT DATES
March

April

Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Month

Keep America Beautiful Month

Women’s History Month

National Volunteer Month

March 2 - World Teen Mental Wellness Day

National County Government Month

March 8 - International Women’s Day

Apr 2 - Good Friday, County Buildings Closed

March 13 - National K9 Veterans Day

Apr 2 - World Autism Awareness Day

March 14 - Begin Daylight Savings Time

Apr 4 - Easter Sunday

March 23 - National Puppy Day

Apr 17 - International Bat Appreciation Day

March 26 - Epilepsy Awareness Day

Apr 22 - Earth Day

March 31 - National Equal Pay Day

Apr 22 - National Teach Children to Save Day
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YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED!

Bridgette Gransden,
Administrator/Controller
Midland County
We need your help and advice on making the
Midland County website more user friendly. Over
the next couple of weeks, the county is surveying
stakeholders to see what areas should be included in
the new design. By completing the survey, you get a
chance to influence the future county website.
Your response should take no more than 10 minutes.
It is digital and you do not have to answer all of
the questions to participate. You can click on this
link or cut and paste it into your browser. It will
automatically open as a survey in Google Docs:
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1yU3WPB7iNgFWLxG-WyR5tCeoItUEL5dScSSQpm1E9g/
edit?usp=sharing
We look forward to including your thoughts as
we work with our developers on the new and
improved website for Midland County.
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OFFICIALS IN MIDLAND COUNTY ARE URGING RESIDENTS TO STAY
OFF THE TITTABAWASSEE RIVER
On Wednesday, February 24, 2021, work crews began lowering the Tobacco River spillway
at the Edenville Dam, bringing down water levels behind the dam structure. As the flow of
water changes, dangerous and unstable ice conditions will develop and pose a significant risk
for recreational users above and below the dam. Water levels behind the dam are expected
to drop about 12 feet by the second week of March. The public is warned to stay off the ice
and the newly exposed bottomlands until further notice.
As water flow is slowly returned to the spillway, there will be an increase of water levels and
current speed downstream of the dam, through Edenville, Sanford Lake, Sanford Dam and
the City of Midland. The fluctuating river level will impact the stability of both ice and open
water and make it unsafe for residents to ice fish, walk, or recreate on the river. The Village
of Sanford has closed access to the Village Park and are not allowing access to the River
until further notice. The
Midland County Parks
closed access to the River
Dale Road
Worrisome Ice Area
from their property around
Lowering of water levels on the Tobacco River
behind the Edenville Dam spillway will cause
the Rail Trail in Sanford.
Tobacco
dangerous ice conditions.
River
The City of Midland closed
the Caldwell and Golfside
Drive boat launches.
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M-30 Temporary Bridge Construction
Edenville Dam Tobacco River Spillway
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Hazardous ice and water conditions.

eR
i ve
r

s se

t
Tit

Hunter Road

In the event of a structural
collapse causing an
uncontrolled release
of water, Midland
County Emergency
Management will enact
existing emergency plans
and utilize emergency
notifications systems
currently in place for flash
flooding.
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Warning signs posted by the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR):
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Edenville Dam Breach Location
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CAUTION:
Changing water conditions.
Edenville

Flash flooding will impact
those along the Tobacco
River between the Dam
and Curtis Rd Bridge. Additional impacts will include the rise of the River in the Sanford
Lake area (not beyond the lake bottoms), at the Sanford Dam and downstream into the City
of Midland causing damage to ice and flooding of open water. The river is not expected to
overflow its banks south of Sanford.
1

0

0.5

1 Miles

Sources: Esri, Airbus DS, USGS, NGA, NASA, CGIAR, N Robinson, NCEAS, NLS, OS, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA, Geoland, FEMA,
Intermap and the GIS user community, Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Lowering the spillway is an integral part of the emergency dam work that was started in
December to alleviate concerns over the possibility of a future flood that could send a 10-15foot wave of water downstream should the dam fail a second time. Work is also being done
to restore the Tobacco and Tittabawassee Rivers to their natural channels and clear debris
and sediment to help protect area residents and businesses.
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Jenifier Boyer
Emergency Management Coordinator
Midland County

SEVERE WEATHER
AWARENESS WEEK
MARCH 22-28
Midland County is no stranger to severe weather events that can occur at any time of the year.
Spring storms can have a significant impact with high winds, heavy rain and flooding. “The
dam failures have resulted in limitations of timely and accurate forecasting of future flooding
for the Tittabawassee River, especially for those living within the floodplain,” said Jenifier
Boyer, Midland County Emergency Management Coordinator. “Take the time now to prepare
for you, your family and pets in an emergency.”
March 22-28 is Severe Weather Awareness Week in
Michigan is with the Statewide Tornado Drill on March 25 at
1 p.m. Disasters do not plan ahead, but you can. Learn more
about how you can:

Be Informed
Make a Plan
Build a Kit
See page 9 for tips on planning for pets and livestock
and get the kids involved with this activity booklet from
MIReady.
Additional Resources:

PP

PP

https://www.co.midland.mi.us/EmergencyManagement.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/

Vol.
Vol. 22

2017
2017

https://www.ready.gov/
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BE PREPARED TO CARE FOR YOUR PETS & ANIMALS
IN AN EMERGENCY
MAKE A PLAN:
Remember, during a disaster what’s good for you is good for your pet,
so get them ready today. If you leave your pets behind, they may be
lost, injured – or worse. Never leave a pet chained outdoors.
Plan options include:
• Create a buddy system in case you’re not home. Ask a trusted
neighbor to check on your animals.
• Identify shelters. For public health reasons, many emergency shelters
cannot accept pets.
-

Find pet friendly hotels along your evacuation route and keep a list in your pet’s
emergency kit.

-

Locate boarding facilities or animal hospitals near your evacuation shelter.

-

Consider an out-of-town friend or relative
• Locate a veterinarian or animal hospital in the area where you may be
seeking temporary shelter, in case your pet needs medical care. Add
the contact information to your emergency kit.
• Have your pet microchipped and make sure that you not only keep
your address and phone number up-to-date, but that you also include
contact info for an emergency contact outside of your immediate area.
• Call your local emergency management office, animal shelter or animal
control office to get advice and information.
• If you are unable to return to your home right away, you may need to
board your pet. Find out where pet boarding facilities are located.
• Most boarding kennels, veterinarians and animal shelters will need
your pet’s medical records to make sure all vaccinations are current.

Tips For Large Animals:

• If you have no alternative but to leave your pet at home, there are
some precautions you must take, but remember that leaving your pet
at home alone can place your animal in great danger!

If you have large animals such as horses, cattle, sheep, goats or pigs on your property, be sure to
prepare before a disaster.
• Ensure all animals have some form of identification.
• Evacuate animals whenever possible. Map out primary and secondary
routes in advance.
• Make available vehicles and trailers needed for transporting and
supporting each type of animal. Also make available experienced
handlers and drivers.
• Ensure destinations have food, water, veterinary care and handling
equipment.
• If evacuation is not possible, animal owners must decide whether to move large animals to
shelter or turn them outside.
March 2021

9

BE PREPARED TO - CONTINUED
BUILD A KIT:
Include basic survival items and items to keep your pet happy and comfortable. Start with this list, or
download out Pet Emergency Preparedness Kit Checklist (PDF) to find out exactly what items your pet
needs to be Ready.
• Food. At least a three day supply in an airtight, waterproof container.
• Water. At least three days of water specifically for your pets.
• Medicines and medical records.
• Important documents. Registration information, adoption papers
and vaccination documents. Talk to your veterinarian about
microchipping and enrolling your pet in a recovery database.
• First aid kit. Cotton bandage rolls, bandage tape and scissors;
antibiotic ointment; flea and tick prevention; latex gloves,
isopropyl alcohol and saline solution. Including a pet first aid
reference book is a good idea too.
• Collar or harness with ID tag, rabies tag and a leash.
• Crate or pet carrier. Have a sturdy, safe crate or carrier in case you
need to evacuate. The carrier should be large enough for your pet to stand,
turn around and lie down.
• Sanitation. Pet litter and litter box if appropriate, newspapers, paper
towels, plastic trash bags and household chlorine bleach.
• A picture of you and your pet together. If you become separated, a picture of you and your pet
together will help you document ownership and allow others to assist you. Add species, breed,
age, sex, color and distinguishing characteristics.
• Familiar items. Familiar items, such as treats, toys and bedding can help reduce stress for your
pet.
Source: https://www.michigan.gov/miready/0,8237,7-375-89493_89732_89801---,00.html
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BECOME A SKYWARN® WEATHER SPOTTER
SKYWARN® is a volunteer program with between 350,000 and
400,000 trained severe weather spotters. These volunteers help keep
their local communities safe by providing timely and accurate reports of
severe weather to the National Weather Service.
The National Weather Service (NWS) encourages anyone with an
interest in public service and access to communication, such as amateur
radio, to participate as a Skywarn storm spotter. Volunteers include
police and fire personnel, dispatchers, EMS workers, public utility
workers and other concerned private citizens. Individuals affiliated with
hospitals, schools, churches, nursing homes or who have a responsibility
for protecting others are also encouraged to become a spotter.
All Skywarn Training in 2021 will be held virtually. Below is a list of
the dates and registration links. NWS Detroit will be using the GoTo
webinar client to conduct the training. Each class will be limited to 150
connections to better facilitate the question-and-answer portion of the training. You may have, and are
encouraged to have multiple family members from the same household sit in on the training from one
connection. All start times are at 7 p.m. unless otherwise noted.
2021 Skywarn Webinar Registration Links:
• March 20 (Start 10 a.m.): https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2049800149041740047
• March 31: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6955331749503972111
• April 8: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5071372451379622415
• April 17 (Start 10 a.m.): https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5262911774984816143
• April 26: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4586830871158580751
• May 6: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3530648797610025999
• May 25: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4962959505369685263
If you cannot make one of the Skywarn classes this year, there are a couple of alternatives for Skywarn
Training. An online Skywarn training is available through the NOAA MetEd web site. Currently there
are two courses, each taking about one hour to complete: The Role of the Skywarn Spotter and
Skywarn Spotter Convective Basics.
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Midland County Parks and Recreation is hiring Seasonal Staff for the
summer! Deadline to apply: March 29, 2021 @ 10:00 a.m.
Park Maintenance- Performs park maintenance tasks and participates in the construction and repair of park
facilities. Operates park vehicles and landscaping equipment. Oversees park visitors to ensure adherence to
park rules and regulations. Works outside on a regular basis with exposure to various weather
conditions. Starting wage: $11.87/hr.
Requirements- Applicants must be at least 18 years of age or older, retain a high school diploma or
equivalent and possess a clean driving record.
Candidates desiring consideration for this position must pass a physical/drug screen and criminal background
check. Candidates must be able to work weekends, holidays and multiple shifts (40 hr. work week). May 6 October 30, 2021.
For consideration of a seasonal position, you must complete a Midland County Employment Application,
which can be obtained at the Midland County Human Resources Department, 220 W. Ellsworth Street,
Midland, MI 48640-5194 or online at www.co.midland.mi.us. Contact (989) 832-6876 ext. 5 with questions.
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WINTER
on the

GREAT LAKES
Ice, Evaporation, and Water Level Impacts

FREE WEBINAR
March 3, 2021

3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. EST.

Learn more about Great Lakes ice,
evaporation and water levels impacts
with speakers Dr. John Lenters
(Michigan Technological University),
Jack Cox P.E. and Greg Weykamp
(Edgewater Resources).

Sponsored by Michigan Sea Grant. For more information contact Extension Educator
Mark Breederland, breederl@msu.edu, or 231-590-0413.

Registration: bit.ly/GreatLakesWinterWebinar
March 2021
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Full-Time and Part-Time Technicians (seasonal)
April 5 - September 15, 2021
$11.87/1st year
$12.37/2nd year
$13.12/3rd year
Performs work of routine difficulty in mosquito control operations. Conducts field
inspections and application of insecticides in areas such as woodlots, flooded fields,
marshes, ditches and other areas with rugged terrain with significant obstacles; will
work outdoors in a variety of weather conditions including rain and variable
temperatures; performs routine maintenance and repair of equipment; maintains
daily records of activities; attends training programs; answers questions and
interacts with the public. Exposure to environmental allergens such as grass, weeds
and pollens.
Onsite training provided for the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development Registered Applicator
exam. Must be able to work weekends, holidays and shift
work. Must be able to lift and/or carry 40lbs over rough
terrain.

Applications due no later than Friday, March 5, 2021.

Required for all positions
Must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school diploma or equivalent, Valid driver’s
license and good driving record mandatory; ability to read maps and perform simple math
computations. Must pass a physical, drug test and background check.
In order to be considered for these positions you must provide a Midland County Employment
Application which can be submitted at:
Midland County Human Resources Department
220 W Ellsworth Street
Midland, MI 48640-5194

Now Hiring

If you prefer email send to HR@co.midland.mi.us.
For additional question contact (989) 832-6797. Applications will be reviewed as they are
received. You can obtain an application or submit your application online at:
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HumanResources/JobPostings.aspx.

MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HEALTH

989-832-6380

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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