MIDLAND COUNTY
NEWSLETTER
COVID-19 VACCINES HAVE ARRIVED IN MIDLAND COUNTY

Dr. Catherine Bodnar, Medical Director (left), and Nicole Swanton, Public Health Preparedness
Coordinator (right) receive their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

The Midland County Department of Public Health received its initial allotment of Moderna COVID-19
vaccines last month and began vaccinating priority group 1A (vaccinators, EMS, and frontline heath
care providers) on December 23, 2020. MCDPH will be moving through vaccinating the community
based on guidance from the CDC and the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice, and is
working diligently to move through this first vaccination priority group. Priority group 1A also includes
residents and staff of long-term care facilities, who will mostly be vaccinated through the CDC
Pharmacy Partnership with CVS and Walgreens pharmacies.
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COVID-19 VACCINES HAVE ARRIVED - CONTINUED
The COVID-19 vaccination priority groups are as follows:
Phase 1A: Healthcare Workers and Long-term Care Residents
1A Priority 1: Critical direct patient care medical staff
1A Priority 2: Staff and residents at long-term care facilities
1A Priority 3: All other direct and indirect patient care workers (e.g. dentists, urgent care,
outpatient)
Phase 1B: Frontline Essential Workers and Adults Age 65+
Midland County residents age 65 years and older and frontline essential workers (first
responders (firefighters, police), education (teachers, support staff, daycare), food and
agriculture workers, critical manufacturing workers, corrections workers (prisons, jails, juvenile
justice facilities), U.S. Postal service workers, public transit workers, grocery store workers
Phase 1C: Other Essential Workers and High-Risk Population
Individuals age 16-18 (based on manufacturer’s recommendations) to 64 with underlying
medical conditions
Phase 2: All individuals 16-18 years (based on manufacturer recommendations) and older who did
not fall into one of the above priority groups
While our timeline is subject to change based on availability of vaccine doses, we hope to follow the
following timeline:
Phase 1A: December 2020 and January 2021
Phase 1B and 1C: Early 2021
Phase 2: As soon as demand for priority group 1C wanes; we anticipate Spring/Summer of 2021
To help reach the state’s goal of vaccinating 70% of Michiganders over age 16 and bring a quicker
end to the COVID-19 pandemic in Michigan, Governor Gretchen Whitmer and Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) officials yesterday announced the state is moving to a
new phase of vaccination on Monday, Jan. 11. Midland County Department of Public Health is still
vaccinating group 1A (direct patient care medical staff) and will be working towards starting group 1B
(frontline essential workers-education, food and agriculture, utilities, police, firefighters, corrections
officers, transportation workers and adults age 65+) soon after that date based on availability of
vaccine. If you are in group 1A or 1B, please go to our website (https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
HealthDepartment/COVIDVaccineInformation.aspx) to fill out our vaccination interest form. This form
does not give priority on a list, but allows us to contact you when we schedule clinics for group 1B. We
will provide further information on other groups once it becomes available. Updates will be provided in
local news media, on our website, as well as on our Facebook page (@Midland County Department of
Public Health). The community’s patience on this is appreciated!
We are extremely grateful for the community excitement surrounding vaccines in Midland County, and
appreciate the patience of community members as we navigate a new landscape. In the meantime,
it is imperative that community members continue to mask up, maintain distance, limit interactions
outside of direct household members, and frequently wash hands. These Public Health measures to
reduce COVID-19 continue to apply, even after someone receives the COVID-19 Vaccine. Hope is on
the horizon, and even though it still feels somewhat far away, continuing to practice these basic public
health measures will prevent the spread of the virus and save lives. We can do this!
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MEET YOUR NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS
MYRON GREENE
MIDLAND COUNTY SHERIFF
Newly elected Sheriff Myron Greene had a busy first week
just getting the office up and running, along with day to day
operations and all of the requests that come to a newly elected
official. There is also the challenge of getting acclimated to
working days and in an office instead of being on the nightshift
and in a patrol car. “But,” Myron says, “I am enjoying the change
thus far.”
In the short term, the sheriff continues to deal with the pandemic
and keeping staff and inmates healthy. They are also working
on updating the Sheriff’s Office information on the county’s
website and recreating a social media page to share important
information quickly. He will also be working on creating a
program for the public (particularly seniors) to educate them on
how to prevent becoming a victim of identity theft and fraud. “I
look forward to serving in my new role and am honored that the
voters put their faith and trust in me,” said Myron.

JOE SOVA
MIDLAND COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER
Midland County has a new Drain Commissioner as of January
1st. Joe Sova was elected by voters in the November 2020
general election to serve his four-year term. Joe says “I’ll be
able to hit the ground running with my experience. My family
heritage puts me in touch with drainage issues. It will be a good
fit”.
And he’s not wasting any time. He’s already attended training
for new drain commissioners and has been busy finding his way
around the office, meeting his staff and other county officials.
Joe said, “I’d like to thank county staff and my predecessor
Doug Enos. They’ve been very helpful in my transition to county
government.”
The Drain Commissioner’s office is located on the second floor
of the Midland County Services Building at 220 W Ellsworth
Street in downtown Midland. You can reach the office at
(989) 832-6770 or find them on the web at co.midland.mi.us/
DrainCommissioner.aspx
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PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURES REMAIN VITAL
TO END THE PANDEMIC

From the Desk Of
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
County of Midland
Department of Public Health

Public Health measures, wearing a face covering, social distancing when indoors in public places
and outside in areas where social distancing in not possible, along with limiting social interactions to
members of your immediate household are critically important to interrupt the transmission of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes COVID-19. These measures need to be followed, even after we receive
the vaccine. Continuing with these Public Health measures may seem counterintuitive, so here is an
analogy that may help.
Imagine a raging forest fire (SARS-CoV-2) and all you have available to fight the fire is a simple garden
hose (COVID-19 Vaccine). The garden hose will not make a dent in the fire. We need to get the raging
forest fire down to a brush fire before the garden hose can begin to make a significant impact. It is
critical to get the level of community spread of COVID-19 down to the level we were at in September
to see a quicker impact of the COVID-19 Vaccine.
In addition to getting down to more manageable levels of disease in the community, two other factors
are:
1)

The vaccines were not initially studied to see if
they prevent transmission of SARS-CoV-2 virus.
They were studied to see if people came down
with COVID-19. It is not currently known if
asymptomatic COVID-19 occurs in those who
have been vaccinated and if these individuals are
contagious to others.

2)

We do not yet know how long immunity from either
the vaccine or natural infection lasts.

There is much research ongoing to answer these questions.
Recommendations will evolve as we learn more about the
virus and the vaccines.
The vaccines offer our best hope of ending the
pandemic. Experts believe it is likely the COVID-19
Vaccines are effective against the new SARS-CoV-2
strains that have been identified. Estimates that around
70 to 85 percent of Americans will need to be vaccinated
against COVID-19 to see a “dramatic decrease” in cases
and reach community (herd) immunity—a state where a
significant portion of a population has been inoculated
against the virus thus preventing further spread. Right now,
we are only seeing about a 50% uptake of the vaccine in some
workgroups. We need to continue vaccine education efforts. For
more information about COVID-19 Vaccines, see the Michigan.
gov web site Frequently asked Questions at Michigan.gov/
covidvaccine.
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A NEW ROOM WITH A VIEW!

Pinecrest Farms now has an enclosed visitation booth that provides shelter from the elements while
family and friends visit our residents. Thanks go out to Eric Forshee and Fisher Companies who
constructed the booth to be secure and attractive and included small intercom devices.
Visitors continue to follow all visitation protocols - screening in the entryway, masks, and no more than
two people. Please call Stephany at 989-832-6634 to schedule your visit.

MICHIGAN COVID-19 VACCINE DASHBOARD
The Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) has launched a COVID-19
Vaccine Dashboard to help Michiganders track
information about the vaccine across the state.
The dashboard includes data from the Michigan
Care Improvement Registry on the number
of providers enrolled to provide the vaccine,
the amount of vaccine received and doses
administered. The dashboard will be expanded
over the coming weeks to include vaccination
coverage rates by age and race.
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HOME HEATING HELP
With winter upon us and many area residents impacted by economically
by flooding and COVID-19 may find themselves unable to pay the
heating bill. If you or someone you know needs help there are many
programs available through the agencies and utility providers. Find
more information at www.michigan.gov/bewinterwise or contact
211nemichigan.org online or call 2-1-1.

BONE ELECTED CHAIR OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The Midland County Board of Commissioners opened 2021 by electing Mark Bone as chairman and
Scott Noesen as Vice-Chair. Bone has 12 years of experience on the board and was unanimously
re-elected as Chair. The Standing Committee Chairs for 2021 are Administration & Operations
Committee: Jim Geisler; Finance Committee: Scott Noesen; Human Services Committee: Eric Dorrien.
The board meeting calendar and all organizational session information can be found on BoardDocs at:
https://go.boarddocs.com/mi/midco/Board.nsf/Public.

IMPORTANT DATES
January

February

National Blood Donor Month

American Heart Month

Jan 9 - National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

Black History Month

Jan 11 - Human Trafficking Awareness Day

Feb 20-27 - National Engineers Week

Jan 15 - National Bagel Day

Feb 4 - World Cancer Day

Jan 16 - National Religious Freedom Day

Feb 8 - National Boy Scout Day

Jan 18 - National Michigan Day

Feb 11 - International Day of Women and Girls in Science

Jan 18 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observance-

Feb 14 - Valentines Day

County offices closed

Feb 15 - Presidents Day

Jan 28 - National Plan for Vacation Day

Feb 17 - National Random Acts of Kindness Day
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Congratulations to all county employees
earning services awards in December!
“Our county employees are fantastic…
thank you for your service. We
appreciate everything you do for the
county.” said Mark Bone, Midland County
Board of Commissioners Chairman.

30 years
Ann Manary
Joyce McLaughlin

15 years
Ross Ahlich

25 years
Myron Greene
Thomas Anderson
Kenneth Randall
Michael Sutherland
Scott Stephenson

Michael Carpenter
Paul Close
Michele Brickel
Joseph Amend

5 years
Geoffrey Rettig
Jacob Fink
Ryan Smith

10 years

Brandon Aikens

Adam Walser

Loren Hurren
Laura Wright

20 years

Jodi Garner

Charlotte Kobel

Michael Yelsik

Christopher Inda

Alan Bloch

Brandan Hodges

Audiene Tolly

William Yurcso

John Schmude

Brandi Allensworth

Chad Thomas

Angela Lewis

Jenifier Boyer

Jason Brandt

Bridget Champine
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN AFFAIRS
220 W. ELLSWORTH ● MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 48640-5194 ● PH. (989) 832-6843 ● www.co.midland.mi.us

Ross Ahlich
Director

To the Gracious Generous Citizens of Midland County:
The Midland County Veterans Service Office would like to acknowledge and say thank you to
Midland County Citizens and Organizations that help provide relief to veterans in our community
throughout the years. Their help is displayed in many forms: Wood delivery for heating homes,
Handmade masks for veterans who are without, Money donated for Christmas baskets, Gift
Cards donated for veterans in need, Afghans for veterans on hospice, Winter coats that turn into
a sleeping bag for homeless veterans, Commercial rugs that line the veterans subfloors while
waiting for their new flooring to arrive, Christmas toys for children, The caring of Veterans
Memorials, Donations to the Michigan Veterans Homes, Veteran Children Home, Veteran
Family Camps, Veterans Hospitals, Honor Guard and so many more.
Your dedication to the wellbeing of others and the selfless service to the community brings
credit to yourself and the organizations that you represent.
Sincerely,
Ross Ahlich
Midland County
Veteran’s Services Office, Director
989-832-6843

GET YOUR MACPASS
STICKER!

The Mackinac Bridge Authority (MBA) is urging people
who regularly travel across the Mackinac Bridge and had
a MacPass toll card to get the new windshield-mounted
stickers as the MacPass toll card is no longer accepted.
The new stickers are the quickest and easiest way to pay
tolls when crossing the bridge.
Customers can obtain the
sticker tags in the MBA
administration building
at the north end of the
bridge 24/7 or online
at https://macpass.
mackinacbridge.org.
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SMISHING ATTACKS ON THE RISE
Smishing – ever heard of it? It is a phishing attack via text
message. A new PayPal smishing campaign is trying to
trick users into handing over their credentials and personal
information, BleepingComputer reports. The text messages
state, “PayPal: We’ve permanently limited your account,
please click link below to verify.”
Click the link and you will open a phishing page that appears
identical to PayPal’s login portal (although the URL is clearly
different). If you enter your credentials and click “Log In,”
you will be taken to a second phishing page that requests
you name, address, and bank account details. All of this
information will be sent to the attacker.
BleepingComputer says users should be wary of any
unsolicited text messages, especially if they contain a link.
PayPal does limit accounts when it detects suspicious
activity, but you can check the status of your account by
going directly to paypal.com instead of clicking on a link in a
text message.
“Smishing scams are becoming increasingly popular, so it is
always important to treat any text messages containing links as suspicious,” BleepingComputer writes.
“As with all phishing emails, never click on suspicious links, but instead go to the main site’s domain to
confirm if there is an issue with your account.
The publication also offers advice for anyone who may have fallen victim to this attack, urging them to
be on the lookout for future social engineering attacks that incorporate their personal information.
“If you received this text and mistakenly logged into your PayPal account or provided other
information, you should immediately go to Paypal.com and change your password,” BleepingComputer
says. “If you use that same password at other sites, change them there as well. Finally, you should look
out for other targeted phishing campaigns using the submitted data. BleepingComputer also suggests
that you monitor your credit report to make sure fraudulent accounts are not created under your
name.”
Source:
https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/beware-paypal-phishing-texts-state-your-account-is-limited/

CELEBRATE NATIONAL MICHIGAN DAY
JANUARY 18TH
Did you know
Michigan ranks 11th in land area and 10th in state population?
The apple blossom is the state flower?
Michigan has about 3,000 miles of freshwater coastline, the most of any state?
Michigan has the only authentic Dutch windmill operating in the US?
Michigan has the 5th most golf courses of any state with 650?
C’mon yoopers and trolls alike, let’s celebrate this great state!
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Be Food Safe and Ready for Emergencies
Join Us Online For Our Free Online Workshops!
Select Fridays from 12 pm to 12:30 pm EDT

MSU Extension
educators help you
prepare for emergencies.

Join us online via Zoom
using your laptop, tablet,
smartphone or any
Aug. 21, 2020

What to Do After a Flood

Sept. 11, 2020

Climate and Weather Smart Farming Practices

Sept. 18, 2020

Power Outages

Oct. 16, 2020
Nov. 6, 2020
Nov. 20, 2020
Dec. 4, 2020
Dec. 18, 2020
Jan. 8, 2021
Jan. 22, 2021
Feb. 5, 2021
Feb. 19, 2021
March 5, 2021

Emergency Response for Accidents Involving Livestock
Severe Weather Events
Preparing Financially for Disaster
Emergency Preparedness Making An Emergency Kit
Preparing for Emergencies When Traveling
Sanitizing Disinfecting
Being Mindful in Emergencies
Emergency Preparedness for Seniors
Preparing Youth for Emergencies
Handling Stress During a Farm Emergency

For more information and to register for these free workshops visit
https://events.anr.msu.edu/EmergencyPreparednessFS20/
To join by phone. Call in advance to register at 877-643-9882.
Contact Karen Fifield, at fifield@msu.edu with questions.
Photo Credits: Image by My pictures are CC0. When doing composings: from Pixabay

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to
all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status.

MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HEALTH

989-832-6380

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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