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The Board of Commissioners continues to meet virtually under the MDHHS Emergency
Order. For information on how to attend a meeting or participate in public comment
please go to: https://go.boarddocs.com/mi/midco/Board.nsf/Public.

Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com
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MIDLAND COUNTY COVID-19 VACCINATION UPDATE
Since late December, the Midland County Department of Public Health has worked diligently to get
the COVID-19 vaccine in the arms of people in early vaccine priority groups. These priority groups are
set by the CDC and Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice and include group 1A (frontline
healthcare providers) and 1B (frontline essential workers and people over age 65). MCDPH began
vaccinating group 1A in December 2020 and 1B on January 13, 2021.
While the department is excited about the prospect of continued vaccination clinics for more
community members in group 1B, the reality we are navigating is that the low supply of vaccine falls
very short of the high demand. We are also moving vaccine very quickly, usually running out nearly as
soon as it’s received. Many community members in priority groups 1A and 1B have filled out our online
vaccine interest form, allowing for a smoother process for scheduling when more vaccination clinics
are provided, but with the low supply of vaccines, the department has not yet been able to vaccinate
everyone in these early priority groups who is interested. This can most certainly be frustrating for
community members (we understand!), and we greatly appreciate the patience we are being shown
as we navigate this landscape. Updates will continue to be provided in local news media, and on our
website, Facebook page (@Midland County Department of Public Health), and our COVID-19 hotline
(989.839.4665).
We hope to follow the following timeline in getting the Midland Community vaccinated. This is of
course subject to change based on availability of vaccine:
Phase 1A: December 2020 and January 2021
Phase 1B: Early 2021
Phase 1C: Spring/Summer of 2021
Phase 2: As soon as demand for priority group 1C wanes; we anticipate Summer/Fall of 2021.
Vaccination guidance from the State of Michigan can be found at: https://www.michigan.gov/
documents/coronavirus/MI_COVID-19_Vaccination_Prioritization_Guidance_710349_7.pdf
We are also extremely grateful for so
many community partners that have
teamed up with us for vaccination clinics.
In addition to hosting clinics at the health
department, we have also partnered with
our local schools to vaccinate teachers
and staff, and with Senior Services for
drive-thru clinics for older adults. These
partnerships are essential to our goal of
vaccinating community members who
want to be vaccinated, and we are so
thankful for our fantastic community
partners.
The vaccine has brought a lot of hope
and positive collaboration throughout
Midland County. Still, it is imperative
that community members continue to mask up, maintain distance, limit interactions outside of direct
household members, and frequently wash hands. These public health measures have been proven to
reduce the spread of COVID-19. Even after someone receives the COVID-19 vaccine, these practices
will be needed for some time. This has been a tough 10 months, but we, as a community, can continue
to Spread Hope, Not COVID.
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COVID-19 VIRUS (SARS-COV-2) VARIANTS
From the Desk Of
Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
County of Midland
Department of Public Health
New variants of viruses occur when there is a change (mutation) to the virus’ genes. The virus that
causes COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) undergoes changes, similar to the flu and common cold viruses. These
changes can result in one of three outcomes: kill the virus, no change, or result in a change in the virus
(e.g.; more or less easily transmitted, less or more severe disease).
New SARS-CoV-2 variants are expected to occur over time. Until recently, these changes did not
seem to effect the nature of the virus. Over the past 10 months, laboratories across Michigan have
been submitting samples to the state public health laboratory for surveillance to help monitor for any
variants of concern.
The first “variant of concern”, B1.1.7 was identified in the United Kingdom in December 2020. B.1.1.7
is believed to be more contagious, but does not seem to affect the disease severity compared to the
SARS-CoV-2 that has been circulating across the U.S. for months. However, more transmission means
more people are at risk for serious illness. At this time, there does not seem to be a significant impact
on natural immunity, testing or vaccination. Experts feel the current treatments and vaccines are
effective against this variant.
Public Health measures that prevent the spread of COVID-19 will also prevent the spread of new
variants. Get vaccinated when you are eligible and vaccine supply is available. Other measures to
limit spread include social distancing, wearing masks indoors in public places and outdoors when
social distancing is not possible, limiting interaction with people outside your household and frequent
handwashing/sanitizing. Face shields may be ADDED to masks for increased protection. Also, follow
Health Department isolation guidance if you have COVID-19 and quarantine guidance if you are a
close contact to someone with COVID-19.
Health Department Actions:
• Contact tracing is prioritized for people who have had contact with variant cases.
• A 14-day quarantine (without option for ending quarantine early) is recommended for close
contacts of people who have been infected with the variant.
• Targeted testing and education in areas where others may have been exposed.
• Increased focus on Public Health measures to limit virus transmission.
A second variant of interest, B1.351, has been identified in South Africa. Less is known about B.351 at
this time, but it also appears to be more transmissible that the virus that had been circulating in the US.
Current COVID-19 vaccines are not as effective against the B1.351 variant. A variant called P.1 was
identified in four travelers from Brazil, who were tested during routine screening in Japan. This variant
contains a set of additional mutations that may affect its ability to be recognized by antibodies. At the
time this article was written, the B1.351 and P.1 variants have not been detected in the US.
The CDC has a new web page about COVID-19 variants: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/transmission/variant.html.
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NEWS FROM THE MIDLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
Scammers are targeting older adults in Midland County regarding
the COVID-19 vaccine, posing as the Health Department, and asking
for personal identification such as social security numbers. DO NOT
PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION. The Midland County Department of
Public Health will not be asking for your social security number when we
call to schedule vaccination appointments. Our calls are only to schedule
an appointment for your vaccination. The community’s help in getting
the word out about this is very appreciated.

Winter Tax
Statement

WINTER TAXES DUE SOON!
Midland County Treasurer Catherine Lunsford reminds everyone that the 2020 winter property
taxes are due by in February. Pay your current 2020 taxes directly to the City of Midland, the City of
Coleman or to the Township where the property is located. If you did not get a tax bill, contact the city,
township or village treasurer where the property is located. Failure to receive a tax bill will not waive
delinquent fees. Delinquent taxes may be paid to the Treasurer’s Office in person at 220 W. Ellsworth,
or online.

IMPORTANT DATES
February

March

American Heart Month

Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Month

Black History Month

Women’s History Month

Feb 20-27 - National Engineers Week

March 2 - World Teen Mental Wellness Day

Feb 4 - World Cancer Day

March 8 - International Women’s Day

Feb 8 - National Boy Scout Day

March 13 - National K9 Veterans Day

Feb 11 - International Day of Women and Girls in Science

March 14 - Begin Daylight Savings Time

Feb 14 - Valentines Day

March 23 - National Puppy Day

Feb 15 - Presidents Day

March 26 - Epilepsy Awareness Day

Feb 17 - National Random Acts of Kindness Day

March 31 - National Equal Pay Day
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There’s plenty of winter left in Michigan and sure to be some nasty weather. Be sure you know the
difference between the weather alerts and how you’ll respond to each.

Have a plan and stay safe!
More at: https://co.midland.mi.us/EmergencyManagement/KnowtheRisks/NaturalDisasters/
WinterSafety.aspx
February 2021
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GET OUTSIDE AT A COUNTY PARK!
Winter is a great time to get outdoors and some
outside time is sure to lift spirits and relieve cabin
fever. Just bundle up! As they say in Alaska – there
is no bad weather, just bad clothing. Layer up, cover
your head and get moving.
Pine Haven Recreational Area is open seven days
a week dawn to dusk and features nine miles of
groomed ski trails. Get the latest ski conditions
at: https://co.midland.mi.us/ParksandRecreation/
ParksRecreationRelatedInformation/SkiConditions.
aspx.
Pine Haven and many other county parks have
walking trails available. Keep an eye out for wildlife
such as songbirds, deer and turkeys and see how
many tracks in the snow you can identify in the
snow.
Learn more about the county parks at https://
co.midland.mi.us/ParksandRecreation.aspx.
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MICHIGAN PUBLIC LAND STRATEGY
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has released its draft
2021 Public Land Strategy and made it available for public comment.
Originally created in 2013 the land strategy guides the Department of
Natural Resources in its stewardship of the millions of acres of public
lands owned by the people of Michigan. That includes 3.8 million
acres of state forests, 357,000 acres of state parks and 364,000 acres
of state game and wildlife areas. Comments must be submitted by
February 12, 2021 to be considered for inclusion in the final land
strategy draft.
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2021 GREAT LAKES BAY REGION GO RED FOR WOMEN
**DIGITAL EXPERIENCE**
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2021, 12P-1P
Together, we can save and improve the lives of women, no matter the
circumstances.
Join us as we come together in support of the American Heart Association
mission to be a relentless force for a world of longer, healthier lives.

REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION
In 2004, the Go Red for Women campaign was launched to solve a problem – too few women knew
about their number one killer: cardiovascular disease. Nearly 17 years later, Go Red for Women have
evolved into a global movement and is a driving force behind accelerating science, advancing public
health policy, addressing the multitude of gender and racial gaps for women in research, healthcare and
more, as well as ensuring all women are aware of their greatest health threat, their risks and what they
can do to reduce them. Good health is a journey, not a destination and we want to walk hand in hand
with women throughout their lifetime as their trusted wellness partner.
The Go Red for Women experience continues to be the cornerstone of the Go Red for Women
movement in local communities. This empowering gathering focuses on preventing heart disease and
stroke, shares stories of people impacted by this issue and raises critically-needed funds to support
research and education initiatives. The 2021 Go Red for Women event is free!
The time is now. The need is critical. Our strength is unmatched. Because there is no greater, more
relentless force in the world than women united with passion and purpose.
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THIRTY DAYS HATH SEPTEMBER…..
WHAT HAPPENED TO FEBRUARY?
The Romans developed a 10 month calendar that began with the
spring equinox in March and ended in December. At that time, the
winter had no distinctive months as there was no major harvest
activity then in the Northern Hemisphere.
The second king of Rome, Numa Pompilius, added two new months to
the calendar to synchronize it more closely with the actual lunar year,
which is about 354 days long. January and February were added with
28 days each.
At the time, even numbers were considered bad luck, and these
months were not looked upon favorably by the king so he added a day
to January to make it 29 days long. February remained an “unlucky”
month and was devoted to honoring the dead and performing rites of
purification. The word February comes from februare, which means “to
purify.”
This new 355-day calendar simply could not stay in sync with the
seasons because it did not match the amount of time it takes the Earth
to orbit the sun. Extra days were added after Feb. 23 each year to play
catch-up. But sometimes this was forgotten or not scheduled in time,
continuing calendar confusion.
Julius Caesar tackled the calendar problem adding ten days to the
calendar year in various months, and February was increased every four
years (leap year) to 29 days to coordinate the calendar year to the solar
cycle of roughly 365.2425 days.

Julius Caesar

February remains the shortest month of the year which may seem to make winter shorter but think of
those in the southern hemisphere, February the equivalent of our August.
February has some unique attributes.
Ö It can pass without a single full moon. In those years January and March have two full or blue
moons. This last occurred in 2018 and is next up in 2037.
Ö Once every six years, it is the only month that has four, full seven-day weeks.
Ö It starts on the same day of the week as March and November in common years, and on the
same day of the week as August on leap years.
Ö It ends on the same day of the week as October every year.
Ö In leap years, it is the only month that begins and ends on the same weekday.
Ö People born on a leap year technically celebrate their birthday only once every four years, but
most observe it on the 28th.
Sources:
https://www.burlington-record.com/2014/02/05/fun-facts-about-february/
https://www.ducksters.com/history/februaryinhistory.php
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Full-Time and Part-Time Technicians (seasonal)
April 5 - September 15, 2021
$11.87/1st year
$12.37/2nd year
$13.12/3rd year
Performs work of routine difficulty in mosquito control operations. Conducts field
inspections and application of insecticides in areas such as woodlots, flooded fields,
marshes, ditches and other areas with rugged terrain with significant obstacles; will
work outdoors in a variety of weather conditions including rain and variable
temperatures; performs routine maintenance and repair of equipment; maintains
daily records of activities; attends training programs; answers questions and
interacts with the public. Exposure to environmental allergens such as grass, weeds
and pollens.
Onsite training provided for the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development Registered Applicator
exam. Must be able to work weekends, holidays and shift
work. Must be able to lift and/or carry 40lbs over rough
terrain.

Applications due no later than Friday, March 5, 2021.

Required for all positions
Must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school diploma or equivalent, Valid driver’s
license and good driving record mandatory; ability to read maps and perform simple math
computations. Must pass a physical, drug test and background check.
In order to be considered for these positions you must provide a Midland County Employment
Application which can be submitted at:
Midland County Human Resources Department
220 W Ellsworth Street
Midland, MI 48640-5194

Now Hiring

If you prefer email send to HR@co.midland.mi.us.
For additional question contact (989) 832-6797. Applications will be reviewed as they are
received. You can obtain an application or submit your application online at:
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HumanResources/JobPostings.aspx.

MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

989-832-6797

HEALTH

989-832-6380

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

989-832-6775

HUMAN RESOURCES

989-832-6797

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

989-832-6735

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

989-832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

989-832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

989-837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

989-832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

989-832-6863

MENTAL HEALTH COURT

989-832-6834

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

989-832-6646

MSU EXTENSION

989-832-6640

COUNTY CLERK

989-832-6739

PARKS AND RECREATION

989-832-6876

DISTRICT COURT

989-832-6700

PINECREST FARMS

989-832-6634

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

989-832-6710

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

989-832-6880

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

989-832-6770

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

989-832-6722

DRUG COURT

989-832-6864

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

989-837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

989-832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

989-832-6820

EQUALIZATION

989-832-6844

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

989-837-6521

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

989-832-6790

TREASURER

989-832-6850

FINANCE

989-832-6874

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

989-832-6832

FRIEND OF THE COURT

989-832-6801

VETERAN’S SERVICES

989-832-6843

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

News and Notes from Midland County Michigan for employees and county
residents. Submit content to MidlandCountyNewsEditor@gmail.com. Subscribe
to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.

County of Midland | 220 W. Ellsworth St. | MIDLAND, MI | 48640
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