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IMPORTANT DATES
May
National Melanoma Month
ALS Awareness Month
National Motorcycle Awareness
Month
May 6-12 - National Nurses Week
May 10-16 - National Hospital Week
May 17-23 - National EMS Week
May 2 - Midland Area Farmers
Market Opens
May 5 - National Teacher
Appreciation Day
May 10 - Mother’s Day
May 14 - National Dance Like a
Chicken Day
May 16 - Armed Forces Day
May 25 - Memorial day, County
Offices and Buildings Closed

MIDLAND COUNTY GOVERNMENT ONLY
PROVIDING ESSENTIAL SERVICES
In response to the COVID-19 Pandemic Midland
County Offices, with the exception of essential
services, are closed until further notice.
The Midland County Courthouse will remain
open and has also adopted temporary measures
designed to reduce the amount of people coming
into the courthouse. The Courts ask that people,
who are not a party to a case, not enter the court
in order to reduce risks of exposure to the public
as well as staff. Additionally, most in-person services for receiving
filings and payments are suspended. Persons wishing to file
paperwork or make payments should call the appropriate court for
instructions.
Click here for a directory of County Offices. If you are not sure what
office you need to contact, please call 989-832-6384 for assistance.
You may also access our website for information and follow the
county on Facebook.

WHERE’S MY CHECK?
June
LGBTQIA Pride Month
Men’s Heath Month
June 6-14 - National Fishing and
Boating Week
June 14-20 - National Flag Week

Looking for an update on your Economic Impact
Payment? The IRS website allows you to check
the status of your payment as well as add payment
information if you are not required to file a tax return.
Go to https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment for this and
more.

June 6 - D-Day
June 8 - National Best Friends Day
June 14 - Flag Day
June 17 - Household Hazardous
Waste Collection
June 21 - Father’s Day
June 26 - National Beautician’s Day
Follow Midland County on Social
Media for the Latest Updates
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DNR LIFTS OPEN BURNING RESTRICTIONS
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
has lifted the ban on burning yard debris and
the normal burn permit restrictions are in place.
Check the DNR’s burn permit page prior to any
open burning as conditions are assessed daily. As
a reminder state law prohibits burning any yard
debris within 1,400 feet of an incorporated city or
village limit.
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COVID-19 UPDATE: CLOTH FACEMASKS AND SOCIAL
DISTANCING - APRIL 30, 2020

Dr. Catherine M Bodnar, MD, MPH
Medical Director
County of Midland
Department of Public Health

The Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic is an evolving situation and recommendations
are being updated as more is learned about the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes COVID-19 Disease.
Back in the March County Newsletter, the CDC guidance for people who are well recommended
against wearing a facemask to protect themselves from respiratory diseases, including COVID-19.
Since that time, we learned that a significant portion of individuals with coronavirus do not have
symptoms (asymptomatic) and those who eventually develop symptoms (pre-symptomatic) can
transmit the virus to others before showing symptoms. The virus can spread between people in close
proximity, speaking, singing, coughing or sneezing, even if people feel well. Since early April, the CDC
recommends wearing cloth face covering in public settings where other social distancing measures
are difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery stores, pharmacies and the workplace), especially in areas of
significant community-based transmission.
A cloth facemask provides source control; it helps slow the spread of the virus by helping those who
may have the virus and do not know it from transmitting it to others. By wearing a cloth facemask, you
are protecting others from you. Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children under
age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, is incapacitated, someone who is unable to remove the mask
without assistance as well as someone who is not fully conscious.
Cloth face coverings are not surgical masks or N-95 respirators. Those are critical supplies that must
continue to be reserved for healthcare workers and other medical first responders. Even with a cloth
facemask, maintaining the 6-feet social distancing remains critically important to slowing the spread of
the virus.
Social distance (physical distancing) means keeping space between yourself and other people outside
of your home. Social distancing is one of the best tools we have to avoid exposure to the virus that
causes COVID-19. The virus spreads mainly among people who are in close contact (within 6 feet) for a
prolonged period. Spread happens when an infected person, who may not feel ill, talks, sings, coughs or
sneezes and droplets from their mouth or nose become launched into the air and land in the mouths or
noses or are inhaled by people who may be nearby.
• Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arms’ length) from
other people
• Do not gather in groups
• Stay out of crowded places and avoid mass
gatherings
It may be possible to catch COVID-19 by touching objects
or a surface that has virus on it and then touching their
mouth, nose or eyes. The virus can live for hours – days
on a surface, depending upon several factors, such as light
and humidity. Current thinking is that this is not the main
way that COVID-19 spreads. Frequent handwashing, hand
sanitizing and using CDC recommended disinfectants on
frequently touched surfaces might help limit spread by
contaminated objects.
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Resources:
Cloth facemasks:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
How to wear a cloth facemask covering:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.
html
Social distancing:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
Cleaning and Disinfection for Households:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prevent-getting-sick/cleaning-disinfection.html
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COVID-19 UPDATE: TESTING -APRIL 30, 2020
MIDLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

There are two different types of testing being done for the SARS-CoV-2 virus, the cause of Coronavirus
2019 Disease (COVID-19) at this time. Molecular testing detects pieces of the virus ribonucleic acid
(RNA). Serologic testing detects antibodies, a blood protein exposed people produce in response to the
virus.
Molecular Test
The molecular test is the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test. This is currently the standard test
used to detect COVID-19 infection. This test detects SARS-CoV-2 viral RNA in the back of the nose,
collected by a nasopharyngeal swab. There are rare false positive results. If you test positive for
COVID-19 by PCR you are very likely infected with COVID-19. False negative results are possible for
several reasons. Early or late in infection, the viral load may be too small to be detected. In addition, if
poor technique is used to collect the specimen from the back of the nose (nasopharyngeal) the virus
may not be detected. Typically, this test will be negative by one – two weeks after recovery, although
occasional people have tested positive for up to four weeks.
Serologic Test
This is a blood test to look for antibodies a person makes in response to infection with the virus. This
test typically takes days to weeks to become positive. Over 40 manufacturers have filed for FDA
approval, but none of these tests are currently FDA approved for diagnosis and/or medical decisionmaking. Currently, there is not enough data on the antibody levels during the course of COVID-19
infection to make conclusions on the value of these tests.
It is Important to note the following at this time:
• These tests are investigative (experimental);
• These tests are not diagnostic;

Where can I get COVID-19 testing?

• Clinical decisions should not be based on these
tests alone;

https://www.michigan.gov/
coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98189---,00.html

• Negative serologic test results do not rule out
possible COVID-19 infection;

Resources:

• Positive results may be due to past or present
infection with non-SARS-CoV2 coronavirus
strains, as these are common cause of “cold”
symptoms.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
symptoms-testing/testing.html

The hope is that these antibody tests will be validated over the next 4 – 6 weeks and will have
increased utility in the near future.
May 2020
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MIDLAND AREA FARMERS MARKET OPENS MAY 2ND!
With over 30 vendors confirmed for opening day the Midland Area Farmers Market is kicking off
their spring season on Saturday May 2nd. At this time, the market will be drive through only (see map
below) and the staff and vendors have been preparing plans to make this work for everyone. The
market will be open Saturdays and Wednesdays 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
White boards listing which vendors are present and what products they have available will be
stationed before the drive-thru portion of the Market begins and will be posted on Facebook. The
Isabella Bank booth will be available to facilitate all payment methods including Credit, Debit, SNAP/
EBT, Double Up Food Bucks and P-EBT. Pre-orders will be available from many vendors – check
Facebook for the latest updates on how to preorder. There will be no public restrooms available.
Please have patience and give both vendors and Market staff some grace. This isn’t the interactive
Market you know and love but is a safe way to open on-time!
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Government workers are doing important work that positively affects all of us every day.
• Government needs people like you to address the
incredible challenges our nation is facing.
• Public servants deserve thanks for working diligently
on our behalf.
• Government service is public service.
Public Service Recognition Week is celebrated the first
week of May since 1985 (beginning on the first Sunday
of the month) to honor the men and women who serve
our nation as federal, state, county and local government
employees. Take a moment or two to thank those who work in the public sector. Reach out via
Facebook or Twitter or give a friendly waive. For a glimpse of many of the ways public service workers
impact our lives watch “An Ode to Public Service”.

MICHIGAN MORTGAGE RELIEF PARTNERSHIP
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has partnered with Michigan’s
financial institutions to recognize the measures being taken
to ensure that no one experiencing financial hardship due to
COVID-19 will lose their home during the COVID-19 crisis.
Michigan’s financial institutions have been working hard to
assist their customers during these unprecedented times. This
partnership will encourage uniformity in available options
for consumers in need of assistance, regardless of financial
institution.
Under the MiMortgage Relief Partnership, participating financial institutions have agreed that they
will continue to work with their impacted residential mortgage loan borrowers providing affected
borrowers a 90-day grace period for mortgage payments, relief from mortgage-related fees and
charges for 90 days, foregoing new foreclosures for 60 days and refraining from reporting adverse
credit scoring information based on the borrower’s accessing relief. In addition financial institutions will
work with borrowers on their specific needs or concerns.
Michigan borrowers experiencing a financial hardship due to COVID-19 are encouraged to reach out
directly to their financial institution to learn the details of the relief options available to them, and to
work out with the institution an agreement applicable to their loan. Borrowers are encouraged to reach
out before their loan becomes delinquent. The Department of Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS)
never advises borrowers to stop paying their loan payments. Click here for more information on this
partnership.
May 2020
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SHARING ON SOCIAL MEDIA - DON’T GIVE IT ALL AWAY
The FBI’s Charlotte office released an alert describing how scammers can
use personal information on social media to break into online accounts,
BleepingComputer.com reports. As people are confined to their homes, many
have been drawn to social media where they’re encouraged to share information
about themselves, like their pets’ names, the types of cars they’ve owned, and their
mothers’ maiden names.
One of the latest popular social media things is to honor the 2020 senior class and many are sharing
photographs, this has prompted many social engineering experts to warn users against sharing this
information. “The more personal information posted online the better chance of it falling into the
hands of someone that will misuse it,” said Midland County IT/GIS Director Chris Cantrell.
Many of these games are innocent, but they’re also goldmines for criminals seeking answers to account
security questions. Even if you haven’t used personal information for security questions, sharing
excessive information about yourself can allow attackers to craft targeted social engineering attacks
against you.
“The FBI Charlotte office is warning social media users to pay close attention to the information they
share online,” the alert states. “A number of trending social media topics seem like fun games, but can
reveal answers to very common password retrieval security questions. The FBI encourages you to be
vigilant and carefully consider the possible negative impact of sharing too much personal information
online.”
Cantrell said, “The effort you put into protecting your personal information online is equal to the
strength of securing your personal information.” People like to share things about themselves online
for the same reasons they like to talk about themselves in real life. On the Internet, however, this
information is potentially available to anyone in the world. Even if your profile information is only
visible to people you’ve added as friends, there are many ways it could still end up on the open
internet.
In addition, the FBI advises users to implement multi-factor authentication on all of their accounts
that offer it. “Multi-factor authentication is required by some providers, but is optional for others,” the
agency said. “If given the choice, take advantage of multi-factor authentication whenever possible, but
especially when accessing your most sensitive personal data—to include your primary email account,
and your financial and health records.”

There is no doubt that everyone’s focus the past two months has been on the
Covid-19 situation. The Covid-19 Dashboard from John Hopkins University
has been the most well-known map for tracking Covid-19 cases worldwide.
The Midland County GIS Department has developed a more localized
dashboard using local, state, and national data. This includes confirmed
Covid-19 cases and deaths at the County, State, and National Level, a chart
tracking the daily cases for Midland County, an interactive map of cases for
the State and Nation, and two maps showing social distancing information.
The dashboard can be viewed on the County Covid-19 page, the Health
Department page, and on the Midland County Covid-19 Hub Site. The County Hub Site provides
links and resources, the dashboard, and social media updates from various local organizations. The
GIS Department will be working with the Health Department and Emergency Management office to
provide any data and mapping support that is needed moving forward.
May 2020
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PINECREST FARMS CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
April 24, 2020
From the desk of
Joe Blewett, Administrator, Pinecrest Farms

At this time, Pinecrest Farms does not have any symptoms of the Covid-19 virus. Our staff and
administration are continuing to follow all federal, state, and local guidelines. These guidelines include
the on-going CDC recommendations, Governor’s Executive Orders and Midland County Health
Department (MCHD) guidelines and recommendations.
Visitors are restricted to only absolutely necessary people. This includes compassionate end-of-life
situations, required facility workers, and of course staff. All staff and visitors are screened before
entering the building. The screening follows CDC guidelines that includes taking the temperature and
symptom monitoring. All screens are documented and kept on file.
Pinecrest has been following strict social distancing
guidelines and all staff are wearing proper Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE), including proper facemasks.
All residents and staff, even prior to this Covid-19 issue,
are using good hand washing practices. The Governor’s
Executive Order No. 2020-50 signed April 15 required
long-term care facilities to “Cancel all communal dining
and all internal and external group activities throughout
the duration of the declared states of emergency and disaster.” At that time, residents were restricted
to their rooms, activities were cancelled, and meals are served to the rooms. Our Activity Director is
being proactive and creative in implementing activities that physically and emotionally support the
residents while following all guidelines.
We remain committed to securing PPE and other necessary supplies. Through networking,
partnerships, and donations Pinecrest remains in good supply of PPE surgical facemasks, gloves,
hygiene products, disinfectants, meal utensils, and sanitizer. Like everyone is experiencing, some
items and products are in high demand and short supply, but it is through our networking and existing
relationships that we have been so far able to remain stocked on supplies.
Our nursing staff continues to remain vigilant and proactive in creating, adjusting, and enforcing best
practices and required health, safety, and wellness protocols. This includes developing contingency
plans if the Coronavirus does impact Pinecrest’s community.
We are trying our best to connect residents to family and friends through phone calls, videos,
FaceTime/Zoom, and other methods. We appreciate everyone’s understanding during this challenging
time. Pinecrest is grateful for all of the assistance and support from the MCHD, the Region 3
Healthcare Coalition, and our vendors, and suppliers.

May 2020

8

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH MSU EXTENSION
Ready to learn more about gardening, positive parenting,
meal planning, owning and caring for a horse? MSU
Extension provides a variety of online programs and
educational opportunities for youth, families, farmers,
and government agencies. More programs are being
developed and offered on a weekly basis.
Please visit: canr.msu.edu/rlr/ to view programs in the following areas:
• Adult Online Learning Resources
• Educational Resources for School Closures
• Family and Community Resources
• Health and Wellness Resources
• Local Government Resources for Novel Coronavirus Response
There are many opportunities in each of these areas including programs for 0-4 years, pre-school –
kindergarten, elementary, middle school, high school, and school and youth organizations. See page 15
for an ongoing Parenting Hour program offered through the MSU Extension.

SUPPORT LOCAL HEALTH CARE BY FILLING OUT THE CENSUS
News about COVID-19 and our efforts to fight it is rapidly
changing. One thing that doesn’t change is the fact that census
data is used to provide access to the critical medical care we
need. Based on census data, billions of dollars in federal funding
is allocated to the states to support numerous programs
including medical care.
As Michiganders, we take care of our families and neighbors. One way we can do this is to complete
the 2020 Census so that Michigan’s families will have access to robust preventative, sick and
emergency care. You can fill out the 2020 Census online today at www.2020census.gov or by phone by
calling 1-844-330-2020. Phone lines are open every day from 7 a.m. to 2 a.m.

LOOK TWICE, SAVE A LIFE
There are 503,000 licensed motorcycle riders in Michigan urging you
to share the road during May, which is Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month, and in the months to come. Remember that cycles have equal
rights to the roadway.
Riders are someone’s mother, father, sister, brother, son or daughter and they want to get home safely.

May 2020
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MEET NANCY!
Nancy is a RN in the Communicable Disease Clinic at the Midland County Department of Public Health
(MCDPH). During the COVID-19 pandemic, MCDPH professionals, like Nancy, are working diligently
to stop the spread of the disease. We know that people in close contact with an individual who has
COVID-19 could potentially infect others and further the spread of disease. Nancy is part of an
expanded team of public health professionals
that investigate new cases of COVID-19 and
quickly try to identify people that may have
been exposed, so they can take appropriate
precautions and manage their health.
The complex process of interviewing patients
and investigating the spread of communicable
disease is something public health
departments, including MCDPH, have been
doing long before the arrival of COVID-19.
Certain diseases, including COVID-19, are
required to be investigated and reported to
state or local health departments.
Nancy explains, “The Midland County
Department of Public Health is notified that
someone has COVID-19. We reach out to that
person by phone to learn more about their
symptoms and who they have been in contact
with.”
MCDPH begin contacting each of the
individuals that the positive case was in close
contact with to inform them of the exposure and to provide them instructions regarding quarantine.
Nancy explains, “Individuals in official quarantine may need to provide an update each day regarding
their health. It usually only takes a minute or two. We really appreciate hearing from all of our contacts
so we can check on their symptoms and over all well-being.” The MCDPH wants to reassure people
that we will never ask for banking/financial information or social security number. MCDPH will also
always attempt to contact you initially by telephone and you will always be given a phone number for a
MCDPH employee if you should need it.
The MCDPH staff is unified in this unprecedented pandemic response. We are honored to serve our
community to protect the public’s health.

NEW FAMILY WELL-BEING GUIDE
The Children’s Services Agency within the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) has developed the “Family Well-Being Guide,” a new
resource with information on how everyone can support children, parents and
other caregivers during the COVID-19 emergency.
The guide features practical tips on ways to support vulnerable families. It
includes recommended questions to help understand the needs of potentially
at-risk caregivers and children. It also provides statewide resources available to
families who might have concerns about food, housing, mental health, finances or
safety
May 2020

APRIL 2020

FAMILY WELL-BEING GUIDE
Supporting Child and Family Well-Being During the COVID-19 Emergency

Supporting Child and Family
Well-Being During the
COVID-19 Emergency
We all have a collective responsibility to make
sure kids are healthy, safe, and thriving – especially during
challenging times. Parents and other caregivers are their
children's most important protectors and may need extra
support during the COVID-19 pandemic.
We encourage you to check in with caregivers and children
you interact with to ask how they're doing and what they
need. Lending an ear and helping families access available
support can go a long way to keeping families well.
Thank you for doing your part to support Michigan’s
children and families!

Check in with
families in your
community to
see how you can
help
It is important to remind
caregivers and children
that you are there to
help, not judge them. If a
child raises a concern,
consider if you can safely
follow up with their
caregiver.
Validate that this is a
difficult time, everyone is
struggling, and that
support is still available.

See page 3 for a list of resources you can
connect families with based on their needs.
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MIDLAND COUNTY 4-H VIRTUAL PROGRAMS
Midland County 4-H is continuing to serve our families and our
community at this time through virtual conversations, support, and
education. We are preparing for summer virtual opportunities in
several areas, with classes to begin the first part of June. One of our
favorite summer offerings, Babysitting Basics, will be offered in both
June and July. Notebooks of materials will be sent in advance to all
participants which with include both support materials and hands on
activities.
Mindful Me, a class for children 5-8 years old, will be offered
throughout the summer. This is a program based on children’s books
which will be read with the children, and a hands-on activity for each
story. Registration will be required so that packets of materials can be
sent to each child that includes everything needed (except scissors and
crayons) to complete each of the projects.
Your Thoughts Matter, a discussion on youth mental health issues and how to build strong mental
health will also be offered. Again, registration will be required so that workbooks can be mailed to
youth before the session begins.
Other courses are being developed at this time and a full roster of classes, along with dates and sign up
information will be in the June newsletter, or see below on how to be added to the mailing list at this
time.
Since these classes will be kept to no more than 8-10, they will be opened first to Midland County 4-H
youth. At this time, we are offering a reduced membership rate for NEW 4-H enrollees of $10 per
youth so that youth not currently enrolled in 4-H may also participate in these classes. This enrollment
fee will cover all classes, as well as learning packets, from now through August 31st with enrollment for
2020-2021 beginning on September 1.
For information on enrollment or to be added to the mailing list for class information contact Dee
Howe, Midland County 4-H Program Coordinator, howedolo@msu.edu or cell/text 989-928-1773.

9 WAYS TO STAY POSITIVE DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
Source: Forbes

When the news is all doom and gloom—as it has been since the outbreak of the coronavirus— it’s
hard for even the most optimistic among us to stay positive. It’s true that we need to take this virus
seriously. It’s capable of causing severe illness, death, and drastic long-term changes to how we live
and work. It could even cripple the economy. It’s easy to stay focused on those calamities: they seem
to be the only topics covered on local and national news.
But those thoughts would be counterproductive.
Obviously, there are things you need to know about
the coronavirus outbreak to protect yourself and
those around you, but you do not need to become
a COVID-19 expert, nor do you need to hear about
every unpleasant detail from dawn until bedtime.
Instead, focus on the positive so that you have the
energy and resolve needed to weather this storm.
Click here for nine things you can do.
May 2020
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‘STAY HOME, STAY MINDFUL’ FREE MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has launched the “Stay Home, Stay
Mindful” website (https://www.headspace.com/mi ) in partnership with Headspace, a global leader in
mindfulness and meditation, to provide a new mental health
resource for Michiganders to access for free during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“Stay Home, Stay Mindful”

Michiganders across the state can access this specially
Website
curated collection of science-backed, evidence-based guided
meditations, along with at-home workouts that guide people
through mindful exercises, sleep and kids content to help address rising stress and anxiety. An internet
connection is the only thing that is needed to access these tools to while you stay home and stay safe.

PEER-RUN WARMLINE TO AID PERSONS WITH MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has a statewide warmline for Michiganders
living with persistent mental health conditions. The warmline will connect individuals with certified
peer support specialists who have lived experiences of
behavioral health issues, trauma or personal crises, and are
trained to support and empower the callers.

Warmline

Warmlines are an alternative to traditional psychiatric crisis
888-PEER-753
hotlines and are used to avoid extreme emotional distress that
can lead to hospitalization or other severe outcomes that are
(888-733-7753)
preventable with early intervention of peer support. Warmlines
alleviate the burden on crisis responders by offering a solution
for non-crisis callers. The warmline offers support for individuals feeling isolated from society and
provides referrals for outreach and assistance for those seeking critical physical and behavioral health
services.
The warmline is available daily 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. at 888-PEER-753 (888-733-7753). It is intended to
serve individuals living with persistent mental health challenges including anxiety, depression and
trauma. Individuals in crisis, including those considering suicide, are urged to contact the Disaster
Distress Helpline 24/7 at 800-985-5990 or the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 24/7 at 800-2738255.
May 2020
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MSU Extension Presents:
Online - Extension Extras Parenting Hour
DATES :

4/7/20: Positive Discipline
4/14/20: The Resilience Toolbox
4/21/20: Raising Young
Readers
4/28/20: Setting the Stage:
Social and Emotional Health
5/5/20: Screen Time for Young
Children
5/12/20: Purpose of Play

TIME:
8:00pm to 9:30pm

DESCRIPTION:

This free online series of parenting workshops will provide guidance
for parents of young children as they navigate the challenges and
concerns of parenting in these new circumstances.
Participants may register for as few or as many workshops as
they wish.

FREE

The workshops are on Tuesday evenings as follows:

Download Zoom:

4/7/20: Positive Discipline
4/14/20: The Resilience Toolbox
4/21/20: Raising Young Readers
4/28/20: Setting the Stage: Social and Emotional Health
5/5/20: Screen Time for Young Children
5/12/20: Purpose of Play

https://zoom.us/download

Register at:

https://msu.zoom.us/webinar/
register/
WN_lg23vscBQt6NzYmuhLyRX
g

HOW TO REGISTER:

For more information
contact:
Courtney Aldrich
aldric82@msu.edu
(517) 552-6909

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

May 2020

Register in advance for any of the webinar workshops at the following
link:
https://msu.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_lg23vscBQt6NzYmuhLyRXg

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a
diverse workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all people to reach their full potential. Michigan
State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national
origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Persons with disabilities have the right to
request and receive reasonable accommodations.
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INTERNET CONNECTIVITY - ARE WE UP TO THE STANDARD?
A recent year long study by The National Association of Counties (NACo), the Rural Local Initiatives
Support Corporation (LISC), Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP), National Association of
Development Organizations (NADO), Farm Credit and Land O’Lakes utilized a mobile app to measure
internet connectivity throughout the country. Internet connectivity is crucial to business, education
everywhere, especially during the current COVID-19 pandemic.
The study found that 1,362 counties nationwide, including Midland County, are experiencing
the internet at levels below the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC’s) currently defined
“broadband” levels of 25 mbps download and 3 mbps upload. Nationwide 77% of counties with
populations less than 50,000 fell below the FCC standard.
In addition, this study compared industry reporting of connection speeds required by the FCC with
actual measured speeds and found that, over 65 percent of counties were experiencing the internet
at speeds slower than the levels reported by the industry. In total, the data shows significant levels of
overreporting in counties of all sizes including 53.4 percent of large counties, 55.5 percent of mediumsized counties and an alarming 73.3 percent of small counties.
Accurate connectivity data is the foundation for investments in our nation’s broadband infrastructure
as Congress and federal agencies use data collected by the FCC to determine gaps in connectivity and
the level of funding needed to address these disparities. Unfortunately, connectivity data provided to
the FCC is often inaccurate and inflated — leaving many communities overlooked and disconnected.
Source: Understanding the True State of Connectivity in America, Arthur Scott, MAR. 1, 2020

County Average Cellular and Fixed Wireless Download Speeds vs FCC Minimum Standard
Roughly 65% of Counties Tested Fall Below Federal Broadband Standards

May 2020
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MIDLAND COUNTY PHONE DIRECTORY
ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

832-6797

HEALTH

832-6380

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

832-6775

HUMAN RESOURCES

832-6797

CIRCUIT COURT - CLERK

832-6735

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

832-6653

CIRCUIT COURT - MI-HOPE

832-6810

JUVENILE CARE CNTR - JUDGE ALLEN

837-6080

CIRCUIT COURT - PROBATION

832-6760

MOSQUITO CONTROL

832-8677

CITIZENS PROBATION COUNCIL

832-6863

MSU EXTENSION

832-6640

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS

832-6646

PARKS AND RECREATION

832-6876

COUNTY CLERK

832-6739

PINECREST FARMS

832-6634

DISTRICT COURT

832-6700

PROBATE COURT - JUDGE ALLEN

832-6880

DISTRICT COURT - PROBATION

832-6710

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

832-6722

DRAIN COMMISSIONER

832-6770

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

837-7148

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

832-6750

REGISTER OF DEEDS

832-6820

EQUALIZATION

832-6844

TOWNSHIP CODE AUTHORITY

837-6521

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

832-6790

TREASURER

832-6850

FINANCE

832-6874

TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR

832-6832

FRIEND OF THE COURT

832-6801

VETERAN’S SERVICES

832-6843

Midland County Services
Building is currently
closed. Please contact
any department via the
number listed above. If
you are not sure what
office you need to contact,
please call 989-832-6384
for assistance.
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MEMORIAL DAY PARADE CANCELLED
It is with a heavy heart that American Legion Berryhill Post 165 announced
that the annual Midland Memorial Day Parade, scheduled for Monday, May
25, 2020, has been cancelled. It is through this event that we remember
and honor the fallen men and women of our Armed Forces. With the
outbreak of COVID-19 across the globe, we must honor our fallen service
members sacrifice by ensuring the safety of our Midland County citizens.
This pandemic has temporarily taken over our daily routines and comforts,
but it can never take away memories, honor, and respect of those
service members who paid the ultimate sacrifice. By adherence to social
distancing guidelines, we can remember our fallen service members and
pay our respects to our healthcare workers and first responders that are on
the frontlines of this crisis.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Midland County residents may dispose of household items that are considered hazardous, such as
chemicals, oil-based paints and stains, pesticides, insecticides, household cleaning products, certain
auto products, mercury, and medicines during Hazardous Waste Collection days. Dates scheduled for
2020 are:
• Wednesday, June 17
• Tuesday, August 11
• Thursday, October 29
Appointments are required, click here for more information and to schedule appointments or call the
Midland County Health Department at 989-832-6681. Be prepared to indicate the type and amount
of materials you wish to drop off. Only Midland County residents with appointments will be allowed to
drop off materials.

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

Subscribe to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.

County of Midland | 220 W. Ellsworth St. | MIDLAND, MI | 48640
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