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Left to Right, Robert McNett, Corey Armstead, Jeffrey Kozak and John Polzin, 2019 Carl and
Esther Gerstacker Police and Firefighters of the Year award recipients.

Jeffrey Kozak of the Midland County Sheriff’s Office was honored during the Carl and Esther
Gerstacker Police and Firefighters of the Year ceremony on October 15th. This award is given annually
to outstanding officers who are nominated by their peers for exemplifying excellence in the line duty
and off the job. Kozak joined the department in 2002 after time with the Gladwin Sheriff’s office.
Also recognized were Sgt. Corey Armstead of the Midland Police Department, city firefighter Jon
Polzin and county firefighter Robert McNett, recently retired as chief of the Jerome Township Fire
Department. Law enforcement officers, city and county officials as well as on duty police officers,
deputies and firefighters gathered with family and friends to honor these officers during the award
ceremony.
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November 13…why is this an important date? No, it’s not just the day before the
day before hunting season. It’s GIS Day! Yes, around the world GIS professionals
celebrate their passion for Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and how this
technology has improved the lives of so many people. One of the premier GIS
programs in the State is right here in Midland County! GIS has enriched the user
experience for our community through better services and better data. The
most familiar GIS application in Midland County is Fetch GIS, our free online web
mapping application with parcels, imagery, and other County datasets. You may notice other smaller
web maps embedded on various county department’s webpages on the County website as well, all part
of providing information to the public efficiently and uniting disparate data from many departments.
Many County departments use GIS daily. Equalization uses it for tax mapping and providing accurate
land ownership information. The County Treasurer runs the foreclosed property sale, the Drain
Commission Office uses GIS for drain assessments, House Numbering relies on GIS to assign new
property addresses for 911, and Environmental Health uses GIS for well and septic permitting.
You most likely use GIS on a daily basis and not realize it. Have you asked Siri or Google for directions?
Ordered a ride from Uber or Lyft? Looked up the location of an item at Home Depot or Lowe’s? All of
these applications are built on location, which is GIS - one of the most powerful technologies in use
today!
For more information on how Midland County is innovating through the application
of GIS, visit https://www.co.midland.mi.us/GIS.aspx
Go. Explore. Have Fun!
Following on Twitter: @gisday
#GISDay2019

MIDLAND AREA FARMERS MARKET
The Midland Area Farmers Market is located in Downtown Midland, and is
open on Saturdays only Nov. 2, 9 ,16 9 a.m.-12 noon. The Farmers Market is
operated by the Midland Business Alliance. The market is a great place to get
all of your fresh vegetables, fruit, baked goods, meat, cheese, eggs, plants and
flowers. Enjoy breakfast or lunch provided by one of the many food trucks onsite.

NOTABLE DATES
Nov. 3 - Daylight Savings Time ends; change your smoke
alarm batteries

Dec 3 - Santa Arrives, Midland Courthouse Lighting, 7:00 pm

Nov 3-9 Winter Weather Awareness Week

Dec. 7-8 - Zonta Homewalk

Nov. 5 – Election Day

Dec. 12 - Gingerbread House Day

Nov 10 - Marine Corp Birthday Formation

Dec. 21 - Winter Solstice

Nov. 11 - Veteran’s Day - County Offices Closed

Dec. 23 - First Day of Hanukkah

Nov. 21 - Great American Smokeout

Dec. 24-25 -County offices closed for Christmas Holiday

Nov. 23 - National Adoption Day

Dec. 30 - Last Day of Hanukkah

Nov. 28-29 - County offices closed for Thanksgiving

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 - County offices closed for New Year’s holiday
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MIDLAND COUNTY EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION AWARDS

The Midland County Employee Appreciation Program was established in 1991 to recognize employees
who go beyond their normal job duties. The following employees were recently awarded the Employee
Appreciation Award on behalf of the Midland County Employee Appreciation Committee and the Board
of Commissioners.
• Pam Denton, Health Department
• Shelley Kruskie, Health Department
• Jessica Thurston, Pinecrest Farms
• Joe Amend, Prosecutors Office
• Michael Yelsik, Prosecutors Office
• Nadine Niederstadt, Prosecutors Office
• Adam Wright, Sheriff (Jail)
• Craig Simmons, Dan Young, Sheriff (Jail)
• Deputies Tom Anderson, Brandan Hodges, Jason Brandt, Marc Hale, Brad Staley, Lance Beyerle
and Kendal Kobel, Sheriff (Road Patrol)
• Lt. Shannon Guilbeaux, Sheriff (Road Patrol)
• Deputy Myron Greene and Sergeant Jessee Milks Sheriff (Road Patrol)
• Randy Bunting, Treasurer
• Nathan Fazer, GIS
• Beth Murray, Register of Deeds
• Kris Parrott, Sheriff (Jail)
The full awards presentation is available on the county Facebook page.
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MIDLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONFER WITH
KEY FEDERAL OFFICIALS AT WHITE HOUSE

Representatives from Michigan counties including Midland County Commissioners Jeanette Snyder,
Gaye Terwilligar, and Scott Noesen visiting the White House on October 3rd.

Midland County Commissioners Jeanette Snyder (District 1), Gaye Terwilligar (District 4), and Scott
Noesen (District 7) joined a Michigan contingent of nearly 80 county leaders on Oct. 3 at a White House
Conference to discuss greater cooperation between local and federal leaders.
The Michigan visit, held in conjunction with delegations from Ohio and Kentucky, is part of an ongoing
effort by the Trump administration to solicit local views on public policy challenges. Michigan’s first such
visit to the White House came in the summer of 2017
“Much of the budget of counties is dependent on pass through dollars coming from the national level
through the states, so this program is an excellent opportunity to learn more about how those programs
are run. More importantly, it is an opportunity for our national government to listen to the issues of
importance at the local level and help to remove barriers towards implementation of key programs,”
commented Scott Noesen on the program.
Before traveling to the White House for a tour of the East Wing and policy briefings in the West Wing,
the group attended a breakfast briefing from the Michigan Association of Counties and National
Association of Counties.
Among those addressing the county leaders in the West Wing on such themes as economic
development, the opioid crisis and the “Waters of the United States” rule were: Secretary of Education
Betsy DeVos; Andrew Wheeler, head of the Environmental Protection Agency; Lawrence Kudlow,
director of the National Economic Council; and Jim Carroll, director of the Office of National Drug
Control Policy.
“Building relationships is critical to the policy process, be it at the local, state or national level” said
Stephan W. Currie, executive director of the Michigan Association of Counties. “Two years ago, I was
proud to see a delegation of about 50 travel to the White House. I’m even prouder that this year’s
contingent is even larger. We appreciate the efforts of the administration and NACo to solicit the views
of our membership on the challenges facing regional governments in our state.”
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VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
Monday November 11th
11:00 - 11:30 A.M.
Veterans Memorial, Midland County Courthouse

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Chemical City Post #3651 in Midland, cordially
invites the citizens of Midland County to participate in a Veterans Day
Ceremony at the Midland County Courthouse on Nov. 11, 2019.
This event recognizes all veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces who have served
our country with dignity and honor. The date of Veterans Day is of significance
as it symbolizes the armistice of World War I. The armistice was called the end
of “the war to end all wars,” and the cessation occurred at the 11th hour, on the
11th day of the 11th month in 1918. The first Armistice Day was commemorated
Nov. 11, 1919, and later the commemoration became Veterans Day, which is
recognized at 11 a.m. every November 11th.
The keynote speaker is Afghanistan and Iraqi war veteran Technical Sergeant
Ryan Hilliard. TSGT Hilliard served in the United States Air Force from
1999-2009 as an Aircraft Electrical and Environmental Journeyman and a
Communications-Computer System Operator Craftsman. TSGT Hilliard was
deployed and sent TDY (temporary duty) to numerous counties while serving
his Country. Afghanistan, Iraq, Qatar, Oman, Uzbekistan, Turkey, England,
Jordan, Germany, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, and Chile were some of his many
assignments. Ryan has been awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal and the Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold
Border. Technical Sergeant Hilliard has selflessly served our community and is
2nd Vice Commander of the Midland VFW Post 3651. Ryan is most proud of
his wonderful family to include his wife Katie, daughter Adia, sons Paxton and
Weston.
Master of Ceremonies and VFW Commander Joe DuFort asks for your safety
and comfort on Veterans Day that all dress appropriately
for our Michigan weather conditions.
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STUDENTS WORK ON VETERANS MEMORIAL
PAVER RENOVATION
Jim Rosenbrock, Commander of the Midland AmVets Post
3652 and the Midland County Veterans Affairs Department
coordinated with the Dow High School Art Program to
work on the Midland County Veterans Memorial paver
renovation project and the AmVets 3652 provided
a check for $400.00 dollars to the art program. The
students experienced a great deal of satisfaction
serving these veterans and their families in this
unique way.
The donation helps the students continue to learn
and grow artistically and find new and innovative
ways to serve our community. The donation
also provides funds to replace depleted art
supplies such as: matting for presentations of
student artwork, bronze wire for sculptures,
power tools used for art projects, and
replacement of brushes, palettes, and
easels.
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FREEDOM FROM TOBACCO AND/OR NICOTINE: GREAT AMERICAN
SMOKEOUT, NOVEMBER 21, 2019
This year marks the 42nd national Great American
Smokeout. This event is held annually on the third
Thursday of November. The Smokeout provides an
opportunity for people who use tobacco or vaping
products to commit to freedom from tobacco/nicotine.
In addition to quitting for one day, plans are made to
quit for good. Quitting tobacco/vaping improves health
immediately and over the long term – at any age.
The journey to freedom from tobacco/nicotine is
challenging and a variety of support is available
to improve the chance of success. Counseling and
medication may double or triple the chance of success.
As you plan your journey, seek support from your health
care provider, family and friends and counseling and quittobacco/quit-vaping programs.
Any journey requires planning, energy, determination
and the investment of time. The journey to freedom from
tobacco/nicotine often involves multiple quit attempts.
On average, it takes about ten quit attempts per person.
Each quit attempt brings new learnings and the chance
for ultimate success increases. You become “smarter”,
with the development of new knowledge and skills, as the
journey continues.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO STOP
SMOKING
IN ONE DAY.
START WITH
DAY ONE.

Benefits of Quitting Tobacco, from the World
Health Organization (WHO)
• Within 20 minutes, your heart rate and
blood pressure drop.
• 12 hours, the carbon monoxide level in
your blood drops to normal.
• 2-12 weeks, your circulation improves
and your lung function increases.
• 1-9 months, coughing and shortness of
breath decrease.
• 1 year, your risk of coronary heart disease
is about half that of a smoker’s.
• 5 – 15 years, your stroke risk is reduced
to that of a nonsmoker.
• 10 years, your risk of lung cancer falls
to about half that of a smoker and your
risk of cancer of the mouth, throat,
esophagus, bladder, cervix, and pancreas
decreases.
• 15 years, the risk of coronary heart
disease is that of a nonsmoker’s.
Recommended Resources:
An excellent guide to help initiate and
successfully complete this journey is the
American Academy of Family Physicians
(AAFP) Quit Smoking Guide.
This guide reviews five key steps for
success:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Get ready.
Get support and encouragement.
Learn new skills and behaviors.
Get medicine and use it correctly.
Be prepared for relapse or difficult
situations.
Michigan Quit Tobacco Tools & Resources

Quitting smoking isn’t easy. It takes time.
And a plan. Let the Great American Smokeout®
event on November 21 be your day to start
your journey toward a smoke-free life. The
American Cancer Society can help you access
the resources and support you need to quit.
Quitting starts here.

My Life, My Quit: A Quit Tobacco and
Vaping Program for Teens
My Life, My Quit: 1-855-891-9998

Learn more at cancer.org/smokeout
or call 1-800-227-2345.

Best wishes for a successful journey to
freedom!
Midland County Department of Public
Health
©2019, American Cancer Society, Inc.
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MIDLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 2019 WALK-IN FLU CLINICS
Thursday, November 7th from 1 – 6 PM
Thursday, November 21st from 12 – 4 PM
An Egg Free Vaccine is available for those over 18 years old with allergy to eggs.
Flu clinics are held in the Board of Commissioner’s Room, Midland County Services Building, 220 W. Ellsworth St, Midland,
MI 48640. If you are not able to attend one of these clinics, call the Health Department at 989-832-6665 to schedule an
appointment.
The Health Department bills BCBS, Aetna, Connectcare, McLaren, Medicaid & Medicaid HMO Plans, Medicare, BCBS
Medicare Advantage and Aetna Medicare Advantage Plans. Uninsured/underinsured Midland County adults ages 19 – 64
years old who qualify may receive flu shots at no cost under a special grant for the 2019 – 2020 flu season, while the supply
lasts.
Call the Health Department at 989-832-6665 with any questions.

WINTER WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK NOV 3-9
Winter weather in Michigan can begin early or late on the fall months, take the time now to prepare
your home and vehicle for the cold and snow.
• Stock your car with emergency supplies (see above).
• Regularly maintain your vehicle, keep it fuelled up and clear it thoroughly before driving.
• Sock up on tools and salt for clearing snow and ice from walkways and driveways.
• Prepare your generator for use (see safety tips).
• Keep your furnace vents clear of snow and debris to prevent carbon monoxide from entering your
home.
See the Midland County Emergency Management webpage for more information.
November 2019

8

FREE VIRTUAL WELLNESS PROGRAMS EXPANDED
The Michigan Health Improvement Alliance (MiHIA) is offering FREE, virtual evidence-based, programs
to improve health and well-being of people in our region. You and your family have access to three
programs that help to prevent type-2 diabetes in adults, help children (and their families) have better
nutrition, and provide a virtual resource for mental health support. Access to the Kurbo program has
been expanded to all 14 MIHIA counties.

VIRTUAL DIABETES PREVENTION PROGRAM
(FREE PROGRAM for those who have Pre-Diabetes or are at risk for Pre-Diabetes; Participants must
live in Arenac, Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot,
Huron, Iosco, Isabella, Midland, Ogemaw,
Roscommon, Saginaw, Sanilac, or Tuscola
counties.)
For more details, as to specific requirements,
please visit https://mihia.goodmeasures.com/

MYSTRENGTH: PERSONALIZED WELL-BEING
FREE PROGRAM Life’s difficulties and challenges
are strenuous in many ways and outside support can
make a huge difference.
For more details, please click here. Free of charge, sign up
at: www.mystrength.com (access code is SAGINAW).

KURBO: HEALTH COACHING FOR KIDS, TEENS &
FAMILIES
FREE PROGRAM; Eligibility: Children ages 5-19, who are
residents of Arenac, Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron,
Iosco, Isabella, Midland, Ogemaw, Roscommon, Saginaw,
Sanilac, or Tuscola counties.
Getting started is easy: sign up at www.kurbo.com/MiHIA and
answer questions to obtain a customized coaching program.
Note: When using the Kurbo link, be sure the MiHIA logo is in the upper right hand corner of your screen,
otherwise you may be at the standard fee for service program.
November 2019
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THE MIDLAND COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE
WELCOMES TWO NEW EMPLOYEES!

Brooklen Reid
I have lived in Midland Michigan my whole life with my parents and
my two sisters. I currently attend H.H Dow High School as a senior.
I co-op here at the Midland County Clerk’s office and then I go to
school in the afternoon. I am also on the varsity soccer team for
Dow High. I really enjoy staying active as well as spending time with
my friends and family.

Angie Meyers.
I live in Auburn and grew up in St. Louis, Michigan. I moved
to Midland in 2000. I have been married to my husband Mike
for 9 years. I have 2 sons Caleb and Jaden. Caleb attends Ball
State University in Indiana and Jaden is a 1st grader at Auburn
Elementary.
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GENERATOR SAFETY TIPS
Never run a generator in an enclosed space or indoors. Most generatorrelated injuries and deaths involve CO poisoning from generators used indoors
or in partially enclosed spaces. That includes the basement or garage, spaces
that can capture deadly levels of carbon monoxide. Always place the generator
at least 20 feet from the house with the engine exhaust directed away from
windows and doors.
And if you’re using a generator to keep the lights on during a cleanup effort,
“use a working, battery-operated carbon monoxide detector at the same
time,” says Ken Boyce, principal designated engineer manager at UL. A carbon
monoxide alarm provides one more layer of defense against making an innocent
but potentially deadly mistake.
Don’t run a portable generator in the rain. You can buy tents for generators—
that keep them shielded but still well-ventilated—online and at home centers
and hardware stores.
Before refueling, turn off a gas-powered generator and let it cool. Gasoline
spilled on hot engine parts can ignite. Allowing the engine to cool also reduces
the risks of burns while refueling.
Stock up on extra gasoline and store it properly. When you think you’ll need
to use the generator for an extended time, you’ll want extra fuel on hand.
Just be sure to store gas only in an ANSI-approved container in a cool, wellventilated place.
Adding stabilizer to the gas in the can will help it last longer, but don’t store
gasoline near any potential sources of heat or fire, or inside the house.
Avoid electrical hazards. If you don’t yet have a transfer switch, you can use
the outlets on the generator—providing you follow certain precautions: It’s
best to plug in appliances directly to the generator. If you must use an extension
cord, it should be a heavy-duty one for outdoor use, rated (in watts or amps)
at least equal to the sum of the connected appliance loads. First check that
the entire cord is free of cuts and that the plug has all three prongs, critical to
protect against a shock if water has collected inside the equipment.
Install a transfer switch before the next storm. This critical connection will
cost from $500 to $900 with labor for a 5,000-rated-watt or larger generator. A
transfer switch connects the generator to your circuit panel and lets you power
hardwired appliances while avoiding the glaring safety risk of using extension
cords. Most transfer switches also help you avoid overload by displaying
wattage usage levels.
Don’t attempt to backfeed your house. Backfeeding means trying to power
your home’s wiring by plugging the generator into a wall outlet. This reckless
and dangerous practice presents an electrocution risk to utility workers and
neighbors served by the same utility transformer. It also bypasses some of the
built-in household circuit protection devices, so you could end up frying some of
your electronics or starting an electrical fire.
Source: https://www.consumerreports.org/generators/generator-safety-tips-to-get-youthrough-a-storm/
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US Marine Annual Birthday Formation
1630, Sunday, November 10, 2019
Midland Veterans’ Memorial
Midland Courthouse Lawn
Main Street , Midland

All Marines
All who have served in the Corps
All who have served
Their Friends and Members of their Families
Are Invited to Attend this Celebration of the
244th Birthday of our Corps
Attire – Informal
Arrive early and stay to talk with old and new friends

COURT HOUSE LIGHTING, SANTA HOUSE AND TRAIN
Each year, Santa comes to Midland on the
Tuesday evening after Thanksgiving. He arrives
at the Tridge, makes his way up Ashman St. and
helps our community light the Courthouse for
the Holidays. Then he makes his way over to the
Santa House.

Midland County
Courthouse Lighting
Dec 3rd, 7:00 p.m.

He spends his Holiday season there, visiting with
families from all over, delighting children and
adults, bringing joy to everyone who stops by to
visit. Sometimes Santa’s reindeer are able to visit
as well. We’re not always sure when they will be
there – the reindeer have a lot of training to do
to get in shape for the big night – but when they
do stop in, it’s a special treat.

Santa needs your help with the Santa House and the Northern Star Train
Volunteer shifts are 1.5 to 3 hours and begin December 4th
You must be over the age of 16 to volunteer.
If you have any questions before you sign up please call the foundation at 989-839-9661

VOLUNTEER/MORE INFO

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

Subscribe to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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