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MIDLAND COUNTY IS NOW DRONE CERTIFIED

Several County employees have recently passed the Federal Aviation Administration’s Part 107 exam,
certifying them for operating a drone under a commercial license. Six employees completed a two-day
drone training in April to learn more about FAA’s requirements for passing the exam. With this new
certification, planned uses include photography/videography of foreclosed properties in the Treasurer’s
office, as well as County facilities and properties, drain inspections, elevation analysis in Mosquito
Control, and ortho-imagery, 3D mapping, and other uses in the GIS Department. If you see a County
employee operating a drone this summer, feel free to approach them. But please remember to do so
after they have landed – drone operators are busy during a flight and having a conversation while flying
makes it difficult to concentrate. More to come on the County’s drone operation in a future newsletter.
See page 6 for more on drones at the Matrix Midland Festival.
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PLAN AHEAD FOR SUMMER TRAVEL VACCINATIONS
Traveling abroad this summer? Get immunized to prevent travel-related illnesses such as yellow fever
and malaria. In addition with recent outbreaks a measles booster may be advised for some travelers. The
Midland County Health Department can guide you and provide the most recommended vaccinations.
Individuals should arrange for appointments at least SIX WEEKS prior to leaving on their trip. Call
International Travel Clinic at (989) 832-6667 to schedule an appointment.

TIPS FOR A CYBER SAFE VACATION
As summer nears, many people will soon be taking vacations. When planning vacations, users should
be aware of potential rental scams and “free” vacation ploys. Travelers should also keep in mind risks
related to travelling with mobile devices.
The Cybersecurity and Information Security Agency (CISA) encourages travelers to review the
following suggested tips and security practices to keep their vacation cyber safe:
• Building a Digital Defense Against Vacation Rental Scams
• Make It a Scam-Free Vacation
• Travel Tips
• Holiday Traveling with Personal Internet-Enabled Devices
• Cybersecurity While Travelling

MICHIGAN BEACHGUARD
With beach weather fast approaching keep an eye on water quality at your favorite Michigan beach at
the Michigan BeachGuard website. Water testing results, advisories and closings are all available there.

NOTABLE DATES
June - MSU Extension Dairy Month

July - National Picnic Month

June 14 - Flag Day

July 4 – Independence Day (offices closed)

June 16 - Father’s Day

July 11 – World Population Day

June 18 - National Go Fishing Day

July 15 – National Pet Fire Safety Day

June 19 - Hazardous Waste Collection Day

July 15-19 - Great Lakes Bay Invitational

June 23-29 - National Mosquito Awareness Week

July 18 – National Hot Dog Day

June 23 - Sanford Lake Triathlon

July 24 - Amelia Earhart Day

June 27 - National PTSD Awareness Day
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KAYAKS AND PADDLEBOARDS AVAILABLE FOR RENT
New this year - Sanford Lake Park has single and double kayaks and Stand Up Paddle-Boards (SUP)
available for rent. Look for the Paddle Shack where double kayaks and row-boats are available for
$10 for the first hour and $8 for each additional hour, single kayaks and SUPs are $8 for the first hour
and $6 for each additional hour. Rental applications are available at the Paddle Shack and require the
ID of someone in the party
who is18 or over and a $10
deposit. Life-jackets are
included with the rental and
must be worn at all times.

MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS - EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBLE FOR SAFETY
Motorcycles are out on city streets, back roads and highways. These riders could be your friends or
family or someone you know around town. Everyone has a responsibility for safety on the road as a
collision between a vehicle and motorcycle can be disastrous for the riders.
CAR AND TRUCK DRIVERS ARE URGED TO:
• Be aware of cyclists. After Michigan’s long winter, drivers are not accustomed to seeing
motorcycle, mopeds and bicycles on the roads.
• Share the road. Motorcyclists are entitled to a full lane of traffic, just like another car or truck.
Moped and bicycle riders must stay to the right and share a lane.
• Keep a safe distance from the motorcycle. Because of road hazards or other traffic conditions,
motorcyclists may have to swerve or stop suddenly.
• Check your blind spots before turning, changing lanes, backing up or parking. Many traffic crashes
occur because a driver did not check or see the motorcyclist.
• Be extra alert for motorcycles, mopeds and bicycles at or near intersections. They are easily
overlooked if traffic is heavy or the driver is in a hurry. Pay particular attention when making left
turns across traffic to insure that a motorcyclist may not be coming straight through.
• Use extreme care in passing. Because of the smaller size of a motorcycle, a car or truck passing too
fast or too close could blow the motorcyclist out of control. In addition, a vehicle passing too close
to a motorcycle, could throw stones or other road debris at the motorcyclist.
More info at: http://www.michigan-motorcycle-awareness.org/index_files/highwaysafetytips.htm
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THANK YOU MIDLAND
From the desk of Joe Blewett
Pinecrest Farm’s residents are lucky and
fortunate in so many ways. One obvious way
is the generosity of the community that cares
so much for the residents. The residents benefit from
kind hearts from across the county. On May 15, nearly 20
residents attended a fun filled Great Lakes Loons game at
Dow Diamond. This was possible through the donation of
the suite from Fisher Companies and an anonymous donor
who wanted to pay for the food and drinks of the game.
Other activities are made possible through the financial
generosity of local and family foundations, community
donors and friends and relatives. These donations provide
necessary items, such as hygiene products, medications
and other items the residents can benefit from.
Each spring Pinecrest looks forward to many local
churches giving the Pinecrest Farms staff the opportunity
to search through their rummage sales to give Pinecrest
the opportunity to select many items for free. Upon
completion of the church rummage sales it is not unusual
to have many donations to be offered to Pinecrest as well.
When Cancer Services of Midland moved into their new
office, they generously offered Pinecrest a variety of
supplies that benefits many residents. It’s not unusual at
all to receive calls, letters and people stopping in to offer
homemade quilts, bibs for meals and other supplies that
can benefit the staff and residents. In fact, the community
is so generous that Pinecrest doesn’t always have the
room for some of the offered donations.
On May 7 the Midland Area Community Foundation held
it’s “Give Local, Day of Giving event.” To no surprise, the
community was more than generous to many area nonprofits including Pinecrest Farms. The funds raised from
the event benefit the endowment that takes care of so
many Pinecrest residents.
It is through partnerships, collaboration and generosity
that the Pinecrest residents are so well cared for.
Pinecrest Farms is grateful to the countless people that
have donated their time, talent and treasure.

Area students visited Pinecrest on May 22nd
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WOMEN BUILD WEEK
On May 6th many County employees participated in the Midland County Habitat for Humanity
Women Build Week. Volunteers worked alongside the future homeowners and under the guidance of
construction professionals to help build affordable housing. Though the Women Build Week is held
once a year, there are volunteer opportunities year round for individuals and groups to build and repair
homes in the area.
See page 7 for volunteer opportunities with Midland County Habitat for Humanity.
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MATRIX MIDLAND DRONE & ROBOTICS FESTIVAL
JUN. 8, 2019 • 10 AM - 4 PM
FREE Matrix Midland Drone & Robotics Festival!
Barstow Airport, Midland
The Matrix Drone & Robotics Festival is a Midland-first and
a unique event that will be held at the Barstow Airport that is
free to the public and family friendly.
Enjoy an entire day of drones and robotics featuring:
DRONE DEMONSTRATIONS
Professional drone pilots will demonstrate the multitude of
capabilities of drones in both large commercial applications as
well as today’s consumer market.
DRONE FILM FESTIVAL
View movies that showcase the endless applications of drones in daily life and the impact that drones
have had ranging from rescue missions, sustainability, safety and personal use.
ROBOTICS DEMONSTRATIONS
Learn about the vast capabilities of robots, including interactive elements for children.
• Test fly a drone with simulators on a computer.
• The Dow High School Robotics Team will showcase & demonstrate their creations.
• Learn about a drone & robotics career.
• A variety of drones and robotics will be available to the public for sale.
Free event – tickets not required.

SANFORD LAKE TRIATHLON 2019
Join TRITOFINISH at beautiful Sanford Lake Park in Midland County for the
4th Annual Sanford Lake Triathlon on June 23rd! With over a half-mile of
lake frontage and 1000 feet of soft, sandy beach on the shores of Sanford
Lake, this popular recreation area is a wonderful spot to nurture that golden
tan and enjoy the sun. It also makes for a pretty sweet Triathlon venue!
This race is for both the seasoned athlete AND anyone looking to “test the
triathlon waters”. Olympic, Sprint, Super Sprint and Sprint Duathlon are all
on the agenda. Races kick off at 8 am - if you’re not racing come on out and
cheer!

MIDLAND AREA FARMERS MARKET
The Midland Area Farmers Market is located in Downtown
Midland, and is open from May-October, 7 a.m.-1 p.m. every
Wednesday and Saturday. The Farmers Market is operated by the
Midland Business Alliance. The market is a great place to get all
of your fresh vegetables, fruit, baked goods, meat, cheese, eggs,
plants and flowers.
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VOLUNTEER ORIENTATIONS FOR MCHFH
Midland County Habitat for Humanity (MCHFH)
hosts volunteer orientations each month for
community members to learn more about Habitat’s
mission and volunteer opportunities.
During the orientation you will meet Habitat staff
who will answer your questions and share their
experiences. You will also receive instructions
on how to sign up to volunteer. Orientation is offered once a month and is highly encouraged prior to
volunteering. If you are anxious to get started and are unable to attend an upcoming orientation, please
contact us at king@midlandhabitat.org.
Orientations this Summer are:
Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 5:15 PM – 6 PM
Thursday, July 25, 2019 at 5:15 PM – 6 PM

Click Here to Register for a
Volunteer Orientation

Thursday, August 1, 2019 at 5:15 PM – 6 PM
WHAT TYPES OF VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES EXIST?
We need your help to make the vision of affordable housing a reality for hardworking families in
Midland County. You can help us by volunteering in the following ways - Help build or rehabilitate a
home at a construction site, coordinate a group build day, volunteer in the ReStore, assist with office
needs and administrative duties.
For more information contact Amanda at king@midlandhabitat.org or 989-496-0900 x24 or go to
https://midlandhabitat.org/volunteer/.

The inaugural Dow Great Lakes Bay Invitational will take place July 15 - 20, 2019 at Midland Country
Club. Experience a week-long celebration unlike any other tournament on the LPGA tour. The world’s
best female golfers will compete in a 72-hole, team event with each team comprised of two players. Fans
will also have the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities throughout the week for the entire
family to enjoy. Kids 17 and under get in free with an adult.
The tournament is more than just golf with community involvement in the LPGA Leadership Academy,
a First Tee Junior Clinic and food galore with the Eat Great Community Celebration July 14-15,
Hospitality Trail July 17-20 and Restaurant Week July 15-28 all celebrating the Great Lakes Bay
Region’s unique flavors. Volunteers are still needed for the tournament and associated events - go to
https://www.dowglbi.com/ for more info.
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WILDFIRE PROTECTION
Burn Permit Procedure
If you choose to burn leaves, brush or yard waste you must have a permit from the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources. Midland County residents may receive a burning permit by visiting
the Burn Permits link on the right side of this page.
There is no burning allowed in the Village of Sanford or within 1400 feet of the City of Midland. When
fire danger is high no burning permits will be issued. Other inquiries to the MDNR can be made by
calling (989) 687-7771.
Protect your property from wildfire
1.

Keep a buffer zone, or defensible space,
around your home of at least 30 feet. This
defensible space is created by clearing
flammable materials away from your home
and outbuildings. Defensible space not
only helps protect your home in the critical
minutes it takes a fire to pass, but it also gives
firefighters an area to work in. During a largescale fire when many homes are at risk, fire
fighters must focus on homes they can safely
defend. Make yours one of them!

2.

Landscape around your home with fire resistant material and plants. A green lawn or a rock
garden are good fuel breaks. Stone, brick or masonry walls, free of vegetation, are good fire
barriers. Ask your favorite home and garden center about which varieties of plants possess fire
resistant traits that can be used in your home’s landscaping. Some examples of fire resistant
ground covers are: lily-of-the-valley, periwinkle, bugleweed, and Japanese spurge. Native
bearberry and lilac are examples of fire resistant shrubbery.

3.

Trees within the 30 foot defensible space should have all branches removed up to a height of
about 7 feet. Keep trees pruned, and space them so their crowns are at least 10 or more feet
apart.

4.

Keep your grass well-watered and cut low, especially during times of high fire danger.

5.

Store items that could easily catch fire at least 30 feet away from any structure. These items
include stacks of fire wood, brush piles, and other flammable materials.

6.

Keep your roof, rain gutters, and yard clear of pine needles, leaves and other yard debris. A single
spark in dried materials like these can start a serious fire.

7.

Make sure your home is accessible to emergency vehicles. Your address should be easily
identifiable from the road. Driveways should be wide enough for fire vehicles and clear of low,
overhanging branches which could also impede access.

8.

Recycle your yard waste through mulching and composting. Don’t burn it.

9.

Keep fire fighting equipment handy, including garden hoses and fire extinguishers. Have a family
emergency plan and practice it.

10. Report fire immediately by calling 9-1-1.
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Midland Youth Law Enforcement Academy
2019
Monday, July 29th through Friday, August 2nd, 2019.
9 AM TO 4 PM EACH DAY - LUNCH IS PROVIDED
LOCATION
MONDAY - At the Midland County Jail

101 Fast Ice Dr (Across from Valley Plaza off Bay City Rd)

TUESDAY thru FRIDAY - At the Midland Law Enforcement Center
2727 Rodd Street, Midland, MI (Corner of Rodd and Jefferson).

Enrollment is open to the first 40 applicants per session. Students must be between
13 and 15 years of age. The class is open to new students only. No students from
previous academies will be accepted.

Students will engage in physical training

throughout the week. Appropriate athletic clothing and athletic shoes are required
every day of class.
Juvenile laws
Boating Safety
Tour of the Jail
Jail Security
SWAT
Detective Functions
Crime Scene Investigation

General Safety Rules
Tour of Courts
Tour of 911 Dispatch Center
Court Security
Conflict Resolution
Road Patrol Functions
Dept. of Natural Resources

Bicycle Safety
Crash Investigation
Visit with Judges
Character Education
Physical Fitness
Internet Safety
Criminal Law

COST: $70.00 PER COUNTY RESIDENT STUDENT
OR $90.00 PER NON-RESIDENT STUDENT
Please make check payable to Midland County Sheriff and mail applications to:
YOUTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY
ATTN: MCSO Records Division
2727 RODD ST
MIDLAND, MI 48640

Registration
Deadline
July 24th
5:00pm

Direct any questions regarding this event to MCSO Records Division
Phone: 989-839-4630 or Email: sheriffrecords@co.midland.mi.us

Click for Application
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AROUND THE STATE
MICHIGAN DECLINES ON HEALTH SECURITY INDEX
Since 2013, Michigan has gone from above the national average to below it on an index of health
security preparedness done under the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Michigan’s rating in 2018
was 6.5, below the national average of 6.7 on a 10-point scale. Michigan’s lowest subcategory rating
was in health care delivery at 4.3. Click on the image below for data in previous years and background
information on the methodology of the report.

Source: (Michigan Association of Counties (MAC) Legislative Update 5-17-19

Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

Subscribe to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.

County of Midland | 220 W. Ellsworth St. | MIDLAND, MI | 48640
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