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Thomas Jefferson once said,
“When a man assumes a public
trust, he should consider himself as
public property." From this
sentiment came "Public service is
public trust.”
We put our trust in public servants
every day. They provide many
important services we need to live
comfortably.
Have you thanked someone in
public service lately?
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COUNTY RECOGNIZED AT SPIRIT

COUNTY RECOGNIZED AT SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARDS
The County of Midland is honored to be named a United Way of Midland
County Company That Cares again this year. Companies That Care are
characterized not only by the financial commitment they and their employees
make, but the impact they have through advocacy and volunteerism. Midland
County demonstrated its culture of caring throughout the campaign and
exceeded its fundraising goal of $21,000.
County representatives accepting
the award included (from left)
Finance Director Tori Meyer,
Prosecutor J. Dee Brooks,
County Admin./Controller
Bridgette Gransden, Community
Corrections Coordinator Marisa
Boulton, and County
Commissioner Gaye Terwillegar.
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The Midland County Long-Term Disaster Recovery
(LTDR) group was selected to receive the
Outstanding Community Collaboration Award. Tony
Lasher accepted the award for the group, which
included:
Am. Red Cross, Arc of Midland, Bay Co. Emergency Mgmt,
The Dow Chemical Company, First United Methodist Church,
Gladwin Co. Emergency Mgmt., Memorial Presbyterian
Church, Community Service Comm., MI Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief, MI State Police/Emergency Mgmt. Homeland
Security Div., MI VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Active in
Disaster), Midland Area Community Foundation, Midland Area
Homes, Midland Co. Dept. of Health and Human Services,
Midland Co. Emergency Mgmt, Midland Habitat for Humanity, Saginaw Co. Emergency
Management, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Salvation Army, Trinity Lutheran Church, United
Methodist Church Disaster Recovery, United Way of Midland Co., and 211 NE Michigan.

IMPORTANT DATES

COUNTY EMPLOYEES HONORED FOR EXCEPTIONAL WORK

May 6-12 Public Service Recognition

Thirteen employees were
honored at an April Board
of Commissioners meeting
with the Midland County
Employee Appreciation
award.

Week
May 6-12 National Nurses Week
May 13 – Mother’s Day
May 19 – Armed Forces Day

The recognition program
was established in 1991 to
recognize employees who
go above and beyond their
normal job duties.

May 28 – Memorial Day (offices
closed)

Gypsy Moth Suppression is still going
strong in Midland County. Scroll down
for the story.
June - MSU Extension Dairy Month
June 14 – Flag Day
June 17 – Father’s Day
June 20 – Household Hazardous
Waste Collection
June 21 – Summer begins
June 23 – TRITOFINISH Sanford Lake
Triathlon
June 24-June 30 - National Mosquito
Control Awareness Week
July 4 – Independence Day (offices
closed)

Recipients include, left to right:
Lisa Weller – Pinecrest
Sue Ellen Zechmeister – Pinecrest
Dawn Hilliard – Pinecrest
Liz Foster – Pinecrest
Barb Schick – District Court (Probation)
Dave Frazer – Jail
Rebecca Carlson – Health Department
Sharon Schmidt – Health Department
Laura Gregg-Bezotte – Pinecrest
Alan Bloch – Health Department
Beverly Pretzer – Pinecrest
Not pictured:
Kelley Elliott – Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
Ronda Cunningham – Pinecrest

CZERWINSKI MOVES TO CIRCUIT
COURT
Patrick Czerwinski, former assistant prosecuting
attorney in the Midland County Prosecutor’s
Office, is now the attorney/referee/deputy court
administrator for the 42nd Circuit Court Family
Division. Patrick also serves as a back-up
magistrate for the 75th District Court.
“I recently obtained a child welfare law
specialization from the National Association of
Counsel for Children,” Patrick says. “Combined
with my experience as an assistant prosecuting
attorney, primarily in juvenile court handling
delinquency and abuse/neglect cases, I’ve devoted much of my career to juvenile
law, and I’m very excited to continue that in my current capacity with Circuit
Court.”

MOSQUITO CONTROL TIRE CLEANUP GRANT
AWARDED
For the second year, the County has received a grant of $4,000
from the Michigan Dept. of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to
fund the collection and disposal of scrap tires. Tire collections
or “drives” will be conducted by Midland County Mosquito
Control on May 5 and again in August.
Mosquito Control Director Carl Doud says, “We do it as a
courtesy for residents, and it is good public relations. Removing
discarded tires from the landscape removes breeding habitat
for mosquitoes.”
Mosquito Control’s first tire drive of the year will be held at Porter Township Hall on May 5, from 8:00 a.m. until
noon. For an appointment to deliver tires, call Midland Recyclers at (989)631-1668.

IS THAT COURTHOUSE CLYDE AT THE TREASURER’S OFFICE
WINDOW?
Clyde says, “Make sure your dog licenses are up-to-date!”
 All dogs are required by law to be licensed within 30 days of turning 4
months of age or moving to Midland County.
 The Midland County Dog License Program includes one-year and threeyear licenses available for purchase throughout the year.
 Licenses should be renewed by the last day of the month in which the
rabies vaccination expires.
 To qualify for a three-year license, the dog must have received a new threeyear rabies vaccination within the past 30 days.
Visit the Treasurer’s Office online for more.

ALLEN NAMED LAWYER OF THE YEAR
Judge Dorene S. Allen of the Midland County Probate & Juvenile Court is
Michigan Lawyers Weekly’s 2018 Lawyer of the Year. Allen received the honor
April 5 during MiLW’s annual Leaders in the Law luncheon at the Detroit
Marriott Troy. She is the first woman to be selected Lawyer of the Year in the
10-year history of the event.
“I am very, very fortunate to have what I consider to be the best job in the
world,” Allen said after thanking a large group of family, friends, and staff in
attendance when she was announced as the winner.
The judge, who launched a program to use therapy dogs to bring comfort to troubled juveniles, was accompanied to
the awards luncheon by Courthouse Clyde, a therapy dog-in-training.

Allen is currently spearheading a project, including large-scale data analysis, to address the underlying causes of
child abuse and neglect in Midland County. She also serves on the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and
Neglect.
“I have had the privilege … of finalizing over 700 adoptions and presiding over protection of children in foster
care,” she said. “These are important life changing events that save lives and give joy. There is no better perch to
effectuate change than from the probate and family court. It has been and continues to be a privilege.”

GYPSY MOTH SUPPRESSION IN MIDLAND COUNTY
Where have we been? Where are we now?
Out of sight, out of mind. For many Midland County residents, this familiar
mantra describes the gypsy moth – that pesky caterpillar that hangs from
branches, gumming up decks and defoliating trees. But that’s because the Midland
County Gypsy Moth Suppression Program is working.
The Midland County Gypsy Moth Suppression Program began in 1986 in
response to a massive defoliation in which nearly one-third of the county's forest
cover was eaten by the pests. Today, the countywide program operates more in
the background, rotating off-season egg mass surveys with spraying to keep gypsy
moth populations in check.
An invasive European species, the gypsy moth has no natural predators in
Michigan. This means that when populations begin to grow, they grow
unchecked, quickly becoming an overwhelming problem. By maintaining an
annual program of regular surveillance and treatment, Midland County has been
staying ahead of the problem.
The gypsy moth population is on the upswing
Gypsy moth populations appear to be growing slightly across the county according to
Neal Swanson, the Gypsy Moth Suppression Program manager at Aquatic Consulting
Services. Specifically, the staff is monitoring a rising population in Porter Township (an
area that has not had infestations in several years) and battling remnant populations in
two parts of the City of Midland.
How gypsy moth suppression is funded
Today the County contracts for services with Aquatic Consulting Services, and the
program is funded through a popular millage approved by Midland County voters.
The Gypsy Moth Fund reserves money for the sole purpose
of gypsy moth suppression, and it is replenished only as
needed. Many years, no millage is levied due to low
operating costs. If the fund does become depleted though,
a portion of the millage may be levied to keep the program
going. In recent years, only one-third to one-half of the
millage has been needed to keep the populations from
getting out of control.
Plans for 2018
The goal for 2018 remains much the same as it has been
since the program began, to provide Midland City and

County residents relief from the nuisance and damage high numbers of gypsy moth caterpillars can produce.
Swanson says, “We try to stay ahead of the game. Our biggest challenge is
trying to predict when and where outbreaks might occur. Monitoring
populations year round enables us to intervene with treatment before an
outbreak occurs. Once an outbreak begins, it can take a few seasons of
spraying to get the population down to tolerable levels again.”
The spray map for 2018 can be viewed at the West Midland Community
Center and on the Aquatic Consulting Services website.

2018 Gypsy Moth Treatment Program
Acreage
Treatment

Total cost
Contractor

3,013 acres in the city and county
Targeted aerial spraying of trees where caterpillars
actively feed, using Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstuki
(B.t.k.) occurs in late May or early June, depending
on weather. Once the caterpillars ingest the B.t., they
will die within a few days.
Approximately $98,000 (funding from the Midland
County Gypsy Moth Suppression Fund)
Aquatic Consulting Services, Sanford MI
gypsymoth@aquaticremedies.com, 989-689-0223

MARINE SAFETY CLASS OFFERED IN MAY
Every year, the Midland County Sheriff's Office sponsors a
Marine (Boater) Safety Class for anyone over the
age of 12. Anyone born after Dec. 31, 1978, who wants to
operate a personal watercraft in Michigan, must take the
class. Participants will receive a boater safety certificate.
The class is limited to 60 students. After registering,
students are advised to pick up a workbook prior to class.
Bring a sack lunch, highlighter, black pen, and pencil to
class.
Marine Safety Class
Sat., May 12, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Midland Law Enforcement Center
2727 Rodd St. (meet in front of the building)
Sign up online or in person at the Sheriff ’s Office in the Law Enforcement Center.
Questions? Call (989)839-4630.
If you are unable to attend this class, online boater safety classes are also offered by the State of Michigan.

Across the Counties

From the Michigan Association of Counties (MAC)…
ANNUAL HEALTH RANKINGS SHOW NORTH-SOUTH TREND IN MICHIGAN
Healthy lifestyles and outcomes vary greatly
county-by-county according to an annual
analysis by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation.
In general, the healthiest results are found in the
southern Lower Peninsula and around Grand
Traverse Bay, while the health challenges are
greatest in the northern Lower Peninsula and
Upper Peninsula.
The foundation releases the reports annually
based on an array of metrics with the aim of
assessing not just the current state of a
community's health but also the factors that
work against improving health in all sections of
a community.
"By ranking the health of nearly every county in
the nation," the report states, "the County
Health Rankings help communities understand
what influences how healthy residents are and
Health Outcomes Rankings 2018
how long they will live. These comparisons
among counties provide context and demonstrate that where you live, and many other factors including
race/ethnicity, can deeply impact your ability to live a healthy life. The rankings not only provide this snapshot of
your county's health, but also are used to drive conversations and action to address the health challenges and gaps
highlighted in these findings."
Read more news from MAC.

You still have time to celebrate May 6-12

Learn about your government and the services it provides, and thank a government
employee for the great job they do every day!

VISIT YOUR COUNTY PARKS THIS SPRING
Did you know Sanford Lake Park features a disc golf course? Check out a
map of the course before you go.
SANFORD LAKE PARK VEHICLE PARKING AND
LAUNCHING FEES
Daily Parking Permits
Midland County resident motor vehicle
Non-Resident motor vehicle
Any vehicle with 12 or more persons (Resident)
(i.e. Shuttle bus/van)
Any vehicle with 12 or more persons (Non-Res.)
(i.e. Shuttle bus/van)
Commercial or school bus

$6.00
$12.00
$12.00
$20.00
$30.00

Annual Parking Permits
Resident Vehicle
Non-Resident
Resident Senior Annual Vehicle (age 65)
Resident Frequent Visitor Coupon (5 visits)

$40.00
$50.00
$25.00
$24.00

FARMER’S MARKET OPENS Saturday, May 5th
Saturday hours: 7:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday hours: 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
For more, visit the Midland Area Chamber of Commerce online.

MOSQUITO CONTROL SUPERVISOR DINSMORE RETIRES
Charles Dinsmore, Midland County Mosquito Control’s operations supervisor for
36 years recently celebrated his retirement. When the program began in 1982,
Charles left a position at Saginaw-Bay Mosquito Abatement Commission to
supervise Midland County’s seasonal staff and manage field operations. His many
accomplishments include the design of the County’s custom ditch larviciding
equipment and the maps used to track insecticide applications.
Charles was honored on April 27 at a retirement party at Sanford’s Historical
Museum where he was recognized for his service to the County by several
organizations and individuals, including Senator Jim Stamas.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

UPDATE

May 2018 (clockwise from top left)
• Finishing touches are going on now, including painting, glass, and flooring
• The view toward Main Street
• The new elevator is being installed now; it will move people from the rear parking lot entrance to the concourse
where security screening will take place
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