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Fourteen County employees were recognized at the April 18 Board of
Commissioners meeting for their consistently exemplary work, including:
• Tori Meyer (Finance), Laney Golden (Clerk), Denise Adcock (Clerk) – top left
• Lori Wilkinson (Prosecuting Attorney)- top middle
• Laura Gregg (Pinecrest Farms) – top right
• Mike Noble, John Schmude, Martha Taylor, Jeremy Spindler, Mike MacDonald,
and Mike Kilbreath, not shown, (Parks & Recreation) – bottom left
• Sally Hoffman (Friend of the Court) – bottom right
• Jodye Streeter (Sheriff's Office, Road Patrol) – not pictured

IMPORTANT DATES
May - National Foster Care Month,
Older Americans Month
May 7-13 Public Service Recognition
Week
May 6-12 National Nurses Week
May 14 – Mother’s Day
May 20 – Armed Forces Day
May 29 – Memorial Day (offices
closed)

ELDER ABUSE and
JUSTICE:

A Dialogue With Experts
and The Community
The Midland County
Vulnerable Adult Network
Team (MCVAN), in
collaboration with the Elder
Justice & At-Risk Adults
Project (Prosecuting
Attorneys Association of
Michigan), is hosting a free
informative event on the
issue of vulnerable adult and
elder abuse.
WHERE: The Holiday Inn of Midland, 810 Cinema Drive, Midland, MI, 48642
WHEN: Wednesday, May 24, 2017
TIME: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Sign-in begins at 12:30 p.m.)
WHO CAN ATTEND: Community members interested in the issue of elder
abuse and prevention, including social workers, medical providers, vulnerable
adult care providers, CNA’s, DHHS workers, Senior Services workers or
volunteers, law enforcement, and other concerned citizens.

Caring for a lawn? Everything you need
to know about lawn care from MSU
Extension.

Refreshments and materials will be provided. Call (517) 334-6060 ext. 801, for
questions about this event.

MORE IMPORTANT DATES
June - MSU Ext. Dairy Month
June 14 – Flag Day
June 18 – Father’s Day; Sanford Lake
Triathlon
June 21 – Summer begins
June 22 – Household Hazardous
Waste Collection – Sanitary Landfill
June 24 – TRITOFINISH Saford Lake
Triathlon

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK IS MAY 6-12
Did You Know…
Midland County has several nurses on staff:

June 25-July 1 National Mosquito
Control Awareness Week

Health Department - 2 Registered Nurses (RN)
Directors; 2 Advanced Practice Nurses (APNs or Nurse
Practitioners); 10 Community Health Nurses (RN)

July 4 – Independence Day (offices
closed)

Pinecrest – 1 Registered Nurse (RN); 5 Licensed
Practical Nurses (LPNs)
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TEXTING AND DISTRACTED DRIVING –
DANGEROUS AND COSTLY
Midland County Sheriff Scott Stephenson reminds drivers
to avoid texting while driving with a personal message:
“While people’s lives seem to become busier and you may
believe you are saving time, texting while driving is very
dangerous and should be avoided at all costs.
Did you know that texting while driving makes a crash 23
times more likely than dialing, talking, or listening on a
cell phone? Also, 5 seconds is the minimum amount of
time your attention is taken away from the road when you are texting and driving. If you are going 55 mph, in five
seconds, you can cover the length of a football field.
I’d also share with you that a citation for driving while texting in Midland County can lead to a $240 fine.
If you have children you should be demonstrating what type of behavior you’ll expect from them when they are
able to drive. Set the right example by silencing and stowing your cell phone while driving. Make sure you focus on
driving your vehicle, and always wear your seat belt.”

VISIT YOUR COUNTY PARKS THIS SEASON
Did you know Sanford Lake Park features a disc golf course? Check out a
map of the course before you go, and good news, the main bathrooms
open on May 1.
SANFORD LAKE PARK VEHICLE PARKING AND
LAUNCHING FEES
Daily Parking Permits
Midland County resident motor vehicle
Non-Resident motor vehicle
Any vehicle with 12 or more persons (Resident)
(i.e. Shuttle bus/van)
Any vehicle with 12 or more persons (Non-Res.)
(i.e. Shuttle bus/van)
Commercial or school bus
Off-season boat launch fee

$6.00
$12.00
$12.00
$20.00
$30.00
$2.00

Annual Parking Permits
Resident Vehicle
Non-Resident
Resident Senior Annual Vehicle (age 65)
Resident Frequent Visitor Coupon (5 visits)

$40.00
$50.00
$25.00
$24.00

ART STUDENTS ADD NEW LIFE TO
MEMORIAL
Thirty-four art students from Curtis Gledhill’s H.H. Dow
High School art class spent 90 minutes on April 25
renewing the Midland Veterans Memorial engraved bricks.

The engraved bricks age over time, making the names,
rank, branch and war difficult to read. After 90 minutes,
nearly 100 bricks had been touched-up to improve the
clarity.
Gledhill and his students are committed to making this
an on-going partnership between the school and
Veteran Services of Midland County.
“It’s a great
way for our
art students
to give back
to the
community
in a way that
only they
can,” Curtis
says.

EXTENSION OFFICE WINS CERTIFICATION
The MSU Extension Office at Midland County recently became
Spartan Green Certified at the Bronze level. They have a recycling
system for food containers and waste from the nutrition program and
conserve energy in several ways, including turning off the lights in
rooms not in use.
The Spartan Green Certification program is designed to recognize,
assist, and promote units that are taking steps toward reducing their
environmental footprint.
Michigan State University’s Spartan Green Certification is an online self-assessment program that educates, assists,
and recognizes units taking steps towards:
 Energy efficiency and conservation
 Waste reduction and recycling
 Water conservation
 Sustainable purchasing practices
The program is managed by MSU’s Sustainability Department and offers certification opportunities for MSU
offices, information-technology spaces, science laboratories, kitchens, and MSU Extension spaces.

Wanted :
Devoted parents to foster care and hope in the life of
a child, and help a teenager realize their potential
May is National Foster Care Month and the 42nd Circuit
Court, Family Division, is looking for families and individuals
to help provide respite care for children involved with
Community Mental Health for Central Michigan and foster
care homes for youth. Training, payment, and lots of support
are provided.
Make the world a better place one child at a time. Foster
parents come from all walks of life. If you are interested in
challenges and rewards, find out more about our court foster
program. Call Jodie Garner, Midland County 42nd Circuit
Court, Family Division, at 832-6398 or email
jgarner@co.midland.mi.us.

Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting agendas/minutes here.
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MOSQUITO CONTROL FOCUSES ON
GROUND TREATMENT AND TIRE
COLLECTION
With the aerial treatment program behind them, Mosquito
Control staff are focusing on the treatment of snowmelt
mosquitoes using ground crews.
The program targets snowmelt mosquitoes, which lay their
eggs in moist woodland depressions during the previous
summer. Melting snow, spring rains, warmer temperatures,
and longer days cause mosquito larvae to hatch and begin
development. The key is to treat as much larval habitat as
possible to prevent adults emerging later in the season.
Homeowners are encouraged to assist in limiting mosquito production on their property by:
• Cleaning out bird baths, eaves, troughs, pool, and boat covers
• Clearing weeds and brush from ditches, catch basins, and pond edges
• Eliminating water-holding containers
• Calling Midland County Mosquito Control if you have standing water that cannot be removed
To further reduce mosquito habitat in the county, Mosquito Control and Midland Recyclers will hold a scrap tire
collection on Saturday, May 20, from 8 a.m. until noon at the Midland Recyclers, 4305 E. Ashman St. Up to 10
passenger car size tires without rims per household will be accepted at no charge. Appointments are required. To
schedule, contact Midland Recyclers at (989) 631-1668.

MEMORIAL DAY EVENTS FROM THE VETERANS’ SERVICES DEPARTMENT
From the desk of Ross Ahlich, Veteran’s Counselor…
 Midland Memorial Day Parade - Midland America
Legion Post 165 ̶ Main Street Midland, May 29,
10:00 a.m.
 Sanford Memorial Day presentation ̶ Sanford
historical site, May 27, 1:00 p.m.
 Coleman Veterans Memorial Fundraiser – May 28,
12:00 p.m., with local bands and Eddie Money
 Sanford American Legion parade ̶ 1:00 p.m.
 Coleman VFW parade, 10:00 a.m.
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SOLAR SCULPTURE DEDICATION PLANNED FOR MAY

Dedication of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail solar system sculpture is planned for
May 20 at 10:00 a.m. in downtown Coleman.
The opening ceremony, sponsored by the Friends of the Pere Marquette Rail
Trail, will take place at the bright yellow sun in Coleman on Third St. Festivities
begin at 10:00 AM and run until noon, including a ribbon cutting, speakers,
refreshments, and opportunities to view the planets along the trail.
A great way to enjoy the event is to bring your bike to the Coleman trailhead and
ride the 5.6 miles to North Bradley. A multi-passenger surrey bike will be available
from Ray’s Bike Shop as well as an electric vehicle to transport seniors and
handicapped individuals down the trail.
For more information, contact Bob Mass at massro@gmail.com or read more
about Midland County’s Solar System Sculpture.

IT’S WILDFIRE SEASON
If you live in an area where wildfires may occur,
Jenifier Boyer, Emergency Management
Coordinator, suggests you do a little family
planning and consider adding a section to your
family disaster plan on responding to wildfires.
Before fire season:
 Know your wildfire risk and family plan
 Build/restock your emergency
preparedness kit, including a flashlight,
batteries, cash, and first aid supplies
 Familiarize yourself with local emergency
plans - know where to evacuate to and how
to get there
 Stay tuned to phone alerts, TV, or radio, for weather updates, emergency instructions, or evacuation orders
 Regularly clean the roof and gutters
 Maintain an area approximately 30’ away from your home free of anything that will burn, such as wood
piles, dried leaves, newspapers, and other brush
 Connect garden hoses long enough to reach any area of the home and fill covered garbage cans, tubs, or
other large containers with water during wildfire season
 Review your homeowner's insurance policy, and prepare/update a list of your home's contents
During a fire weather watch when dangerous fire weather conditions are possible over the next 12 to 72 hours:
 Turn on your TV/radio to get the latest weather updates and emergency instructions
 Review your emergency plan; if you are ordered to evacuate, know the route to take and have plan of where
you will go; check-in with your friends and family
 Keep your car fueled, in good condition, and stocked with your emergency supplies and a change of clothes
Read more about protecting you and your home from wildfires.
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Across the Counties
LEARN THE FACTS
While state and local government revenues have been
slowly improving, progress has been uneven.
ICMA and the national organizations representing the
nation’s governors, state legislatures, and state and
local officials have released “State and Local Fiscal
Facts 2017,” a reference providing the latest data on
state and local finances, municipal bonds, and
pensions. Facts include:








City conditions are strengthening, driven by
better-than-anticipated revenue growth and solid
performance of ending balances
Forty-four percent of counties reported they had
reduced or eliminated a program or service
because of budget constraints or unfunded mandates
Thirty-two states spent less in FY 2016 in real dollar terms than their pre-recession peak in 2008
From 1970 to 2015, there were 98 rated municipal bond defaults, of which only seven were rated city or
county governments
The funded level of public pensions in 2015 was 74 percent

To learn more about the state of state and local finances, municipal bonds, and state and local pensions, download a
copy of State and Local Fiscal Facts 2017.

In the Community
FARMER’S MARKET OPENS SOON
The Midland Area Farmers Market is located in the structure at the end of
Ashman Street near the Tridge. To utilize your EBT/Debit/Credit card,
please visit the Wolverine Bank booth located at the market near the
restrooms. In 2017, our market will again participate with the Double Up
Food Bucks Program.
Dates: May 6 - October 28, 2017
Wednesday Hours: 2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Saturday Hours: 7:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
For more information regarding the Market, please call the Midland Area
Chamber of Commerce office at (989) 839-9901.
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MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

UPDATE

Ceilings have come down in the Prosecutor’s and Clerk’s area of the Midland County Courthouse as sprinkler pipes
and ductwork are added.

In front of the building, footings are constructed to support the new combined entrance. The first phase of the
project (upper floor) is expected to be completed by mid-July.

Want to receive a reminder each month when our newsletter is published?
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