DID YOU KNOW?

July 2017 Newsletter
COUNTYWIDE FLOOD DAMAGE EXCEEDS $100 MILLION

America’s founding fathers, Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams, both died
on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of
the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence.
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After weeks of rainy weather and one long night of 6-9 inches of rain in four
hours, Midland County residents awoke on Friday, June 23, to flooded streets,
fields, and homes. But things only got worse as area rivers continued to rise
before cresting at 32.15 feet on Saturday evening.
With water levels now nearly back to normal, the County continues to assess the
damage to homes, businesses, farm fields, and roads. Early damage estimates put
the countywide total in excess of $100 million, nearly twice the cost incurred
during the flood of 1986 ($58 million).

Scenes from around Midland County during
the flood of 2017.
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IMPORTANT DATES
July 4 – Independence Day (offices
closed)
July 8 - Top Bass Tournament Trail
July 11 – World Population Day
July 15 – National Pet Fire Safety Day
July 19 – National Hot Dog Day
July 29 - Sanford and Sun Triathlon;
Tire drive – Midland Recyclers

EARLY ADVICE FROM MIDLAND COUNTY
If your well has been submerged, there is an increased risk of
contamination. Your water should not be used for drinking, brushing
teeth, or cooking until tested. More information is available from the
Health Department.
Residents are strongly encouraged NOT to pick up flood debris left
curbside as it may have been contaminated. The City of Midland began
special curbside collections of flood debris items. Curbside pickup
information and collection schedule for the City of Midland can be found
at www.cityofmidlandmi.gov. The City landfill will be accepting refuse
from the flood free of charge from city and county residents.
For information on county garbage pickup, call your township office.
The County is encouraging all residents who have experienced flooding
damage to report it online or by calling (989)837-3500.

FLOOD CLEAN UP TIPS
August – National Water Quality
Month; MSU Extension Peach Month
Aug. 10 – Property Tax Auction, 6:00
p.m.
Aug. 6 – Sanford and Sun Triathlon
Aug.13-19 Midland County Fair
Aug. 20 – Run Michigan Cheap Series
race
Aug 29 – National Dog Day

Get Rid of Your Old Tires!
TIRE DRIVE
Sat., July 29, 8:00 a.m. – noon
Midland Recyclers 989-631-1668
Call for an appt, or info

When returning to your home after a flood, be aware that flood water
may contain sewage. Protect yourself and your family by following these
steps:
Inside the Home

Keep children and pets out of the affected area until cleanup has
been completed.

Wear rubber boots, rubber gloves, and goggles during cleanup of
affected area.

Remove and discard items that cannot be washed and disinfected
(such as, mattresses, carpeting, carpet padding, rugs, upholstered
furniture, cosmetics, stuffed animals, baby toys, pillows, foam-rubber
items, books, wall coverings, and most paper products).

Remove and discard drywall and insulation that has been
contaminated with sewage or flood waters.

Thoroughly clean all hard surfaces (such as flooring, concrete,
molding, wood and metal furniture, countertops, appliances, sinks, and
other plumbing fixtures) with hot water and laundry or dish detergent.

Help the drying process by using fans, air conditioning units, and
dehumidifiers.

After completing the cleanup, wash your hands with soap and warm
water. Use water that has been boiled for 1 minute and allowed to cool
OR use water that has been disinfected for personal hygiene use.

Wash all clothes worn during the cleanup in hot water and detergent.
These clothes should be washed separately from uncontaminated clothes
and linens.

Wash clothes contaminated with flood or sewage water in hot water
and detergent. It is recommended that a laundromat be used for washing
large quantities of clothes and linens until your onsite waste-water system
has been professionally inspected and serviced.



Seek immediate medical attention if you become injured or ill.

Outside the Home
Keep children and pets out of the affected area until cleanup has been completed.
Wear rubber boots, rubber gloves, and goggles during cleanup of affected area.
Have your onsite waste-water system professionally inspected and serviced if you suspect damage.
Wash all clothes worn during the cleanup in hot water and detergent. These clothes should be washed separately
from uncontaminated clothes and linens.
 Wash your hands with soap and warm water as described above.
 Seek immediate medical attention if you become injured or ill.





More flood safety information is available from the Centers for Disease Control.
STAY WELL DURING CLEAN UP
First aid, even for minor cuts and burns, is very
important during flood cleanup. Immediately
clean all wounds and cuts with soap and clean
water. Talk to a doctor or other health
professional on the scene to find out if you need
more treatment.
Excessive noise from equipment such as chain
saws, backhoes, tractors, pavement breakers,
blowers, and dryers may cause ringing in the ears
and subsequent hearing damage. If you must
shout over noise to be heard, you should wear
earplugs or other hearing protection devices.
During flood cleanup, the risk of wounds may be increased. For this reason, cleanup workers should be sure that
they are up-to-date with tetanus vaccination, ideally before starting cleanup activities. Adults need a tetanus booster
shot every 10 years. Td or Tdap can be used. (Getting the Tdap instead of Td for one tetanus booster during
adulthood is recommended to also maintain protection against pertussis.) Being up-to-date for tetanus vaccine can
greatly simplify the treatment for any wound that might occur.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEAMS
RALLY TO COORDINATE RESPONSE
During the recent flood, Midland County’s
Emergency Operating Center (right) was fully
operational, bringing together local representatives
of emergency management, law enforcement,
health, and other resource agencies to coordinate
information and response. The State of Michigan
also activated its State Emergency Operations
Center to work with state and local officials and
private sector partners to ensure the County’s
resource needs were met.

State Waives Well Water Testing Fee
The State of Michigan encourages all residents with a private drinking water well that has been covered by flood
water to have their well cleaned and tested to ensure the water is safe to consume. Lt. Gov. Brian Calley declared a
“state of disaster” for Isabella and Midland counties Friday after severe weather and intense rain struck the
counties, resulting in widespread flood damage.
The disaster declaration enabled the Mich. Dept. of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to approve a waiver of the usual
$16 fee for a bacteriological test analysis for private residential wells in Isabella and Midland counties.
To qualify for the waiver, residents must meet the following criteria:
• The property must be their primary residence, and they will need State of Michigan-issued identification.
• A damage assessment report must show the drinking water well has been inundated with flood waters.
• The homeowner must have a signed affidavit stating they are unable to pay the fee for bacteriological test
analysis.
• The property must be in an area under a state level-declared emergency or disaster.
• No other government entity in the county is able to perform the analysis.
Residents should contact their local health department for additional information or the MDEQ Environmental
Assistance Center at 800-662-9278.

DISASTER RELIEF FUND AVAILABLE
The Midland Area Community Foundation (MACF) and
United Way of Midland County jointly established a Disaster
Relief Fund, just days after Midland experienced its worst
flooding in decades.

County.

Up to $75,000 has been approved by foundation trustees, and
community members are being asked to donate to the fund at
www.midlandfoundation.org. United Way is coordinating
volunteer efforts with the American Red Cross. Interested
volunteers can sign up online with the United Way of Midland

“Both United Way and the community foundation are concerned with those suffering damages and loss due to
flooding,” said Sharon Mortensen, MACF president & CEO. “We wanted to establish a fund so help can quickly
get to those impacted. To that end, a Disaster Relief Fund was opened at the foundation, and both agencies are
utilizing their skills and resources to help those in need.”
A multi-agency relief center has been established at the Midland County ESA building, located at 3917 Jefferson
Avenue. The American Red Cross, Salvation Army, Department of Health & Human Services and others will be on
hand to provide assistance.
All donations to the Disaster Relief Fund will go toward those impacted, under the direction of the Midland County
Office for Emergency Management. To qualify, residents must first report flood damage through the Midland 911
website or by calling (989)-837-3500.

SOLAR SCULPTURE
LIGHTS UP COLEMAN
County officials and members of the
Midland Area Community
Foundation welcomed local residents
to the ribbon-cutting and dedication
of the solar sculpture in downtown
Coleman on May 20.
Festivities included a musical
interlude and surrey bike rides to see
some of the planet sculptures.
Teaming up with Midland County
Parks and Recreation, artist, planner,
engineer, and community volunteer
Bob Mass is behind the effort to
combine science and recreation with a solar system sculpture on the Pere Marquette Rail Trail. His 600 million-toone scale solar system stretches over 5.7 miles of the Rail Trail, giving bike and walking enthusiasts a look at our
solar system in a way they probably haven’t experienced before.
Bob says, “The display begins with a 90-inch diameter metal sun in Coleman, and the other planets are accurately
scaled to stretch out to North Bradley where a minute-sized Pluto will round out the solar system display.”
According to Bob, the May dedication is significant, “It coincides with the death of Nicolaus Copernicus and the
publication of his book, De Revolutionnibus Orbium Coelestium, in 1543 in which he introduced his Copernican Model
of the Solar System.”

YOUR SUMMER FUN BEGINS IN
MIDLAND COUNTY
Fishing Events:
Top Bass Tournament Trail – Aug. 26-27
Mid State Bass Busters – Sept. 24
Running Events:
Sanford and Sun Triathlon – July 29
Run Michigan Cheap Series events on the rail
trail – Aug. 20, Oct. 29
Family Fun:
Parkapalooza-September 10

THE MEANING OF SERVICE
Ms. Bradford’s fifth grade class from Bullock Creek Schools visited the Midland County Veteran’s Memorial on
Tuesday, June 13.
They learned about its history and importance to Midland County veterans from Midland County Veteran’s
Counselor Ross Ahlich.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT 101
Third grade students from St. Brigid of Kildare Catholic
School toured the Midland County Services Building last
month.
The students visited all three elected officials’ offices on the
first floor (County Clerk, Register of Deeds, and Treasurer)
and learned a few lessons about the workings of County
government.

Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting agendas/minutes here.
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LOCAL DONORS GIVE TO COUNTY
PROGRAMS
Give Local Midland successfully raised 15 gifts
totaling $1,135 for Pinecrest Farms and 24 gifts
totaling $3,925 for the Pere Marquette Rail Trail last
month during its one-day campaign.
The national giving event provides nonprofits the
opportunity to gain exposure to ̶ and start relationships with ̶ new donors, and for people in our region to come
together to raise as much money as possible for local nonprofit endowment funds. This year in Midland, over 50
local nonprofits participated and benefitted from a match fund pool of $75,000 of which $5,000 was provided by
the Howard and Lisa Ungerleider Donor Advised Fund held at Midland Area Community Foundation. The
community foundation provided $70,000. Thanks to all who participated!

SUMMER FUN FOR PINECREST
RESIDENTS
Pinecrest Farms treated residents to several warm
weather outings this spring, including carriage rides
(left) provided by Town's End Carriage Rides.
On Wednesday May 17, Pinecrest Farms had nearly 30
residents and staff attend the first of two Great Lakes
Loons Games this summer at Dow Diamond.

The weather was perfect, the food was delicious and the
game was exciting. It could not have been a better day for
a ball game.
Loons mascot Rall E. Camel made a visit to the suite and
spent some time goofing around with the residents,
including Gerty McClain (shown right).
The residents and staff got to watch the game in luxury
from a suite above the first base side. The suite came with comfortable seating, air conditioning and streamed the
live television coverage.
Because of the popularity of the game, Pinecrest will attend two games in 2017.
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TOUGH GARDENING QUESTION?
Ask a Master Gardener
Residents can call the Midland MSU Extension office and
speak with a Master Gardener at 989-832-6649, or stop in
on Wednesdays, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. and speak with
Marge or Bill.
Gardeners who aim to grow good produce or nurture
lovely lawns and landscaping can become “Smart
gardeners,” using earth-friendly techniques that can save
money. The advice of Master Gardeners is based on
science performed at Michigan State University or other
land grant universities.

GET A GOOD DEAL ON
MIDLAND COUNTY
PROPERTY
Foreclosed properties are coming up
for sale. Check the Midland County
Treasurer’s Office list online at:
Parcels available for Public Auction.
Be sure to check back until the time of
the sale as not all parcels are listed, and
the list is updated regularly. Read more
about the auction on the Treasurer’s
website.

DETECTIVES EARN MSP INVESTIGATIVE
EXCELLENCE AWARD
Midland County Sheriff ’s Office Detectives Brent Benzing and Scott
Holzinger were recently recognized for outstanding investigative efforts
by the Michigan State Police (MSP). Also recognized in the matter of
the People of the State of Michigan v. Gregory Rose were MSP
Det./Sgt. William Arndt and Trooper Joseph McMillan.
The investigators’ efforts led to the arrest and conviction of Gregory
Rose, now serving multiple terms in the Michigan Dept. of Corrections
for second-degree murder, arson, home invasion, assault, and tampering with an electronic monitoring device.
“Again, Detective Benzing and Holzinger have shown the outstanding work they do for the people of Midland
County,” says Sheriff Scott Stephenson. “I’m very proud of our detectives. They able to collaborate with other
agencies, always making their first priority to keep the citizens of Midland County safe.”

RE-LIVING HISTORY IN EDENVILLE
In Edenville, a committee of dedicated volunteers
maintains a small historical museum, open to the
public on Saturday afternoons in the summer. The
Edenville Township Museum was established in
2010 with a generous gift from the estate of
Dwayne W. and Helen F. Lewis and in-kind
support from the Midland County Historical
Society, Sanford Centennial Museum, and Gladwin
Historical Society. It operates out of an
outbuilding across the parking lot from the
Swanton Memorial Center.
“Our exhibits include Lumber Industry History, The Lumberjack Reunion Picnics, Profiles of Civil War Veterans,
School and Church Histories, Frank Wixom and the Dams, Local Businesses, and Early Pioneers,” says Museum
Coordinator Catherine Sias. “We also maintain an exhaustive file of obituaries of local interest, research, and
clipping files, and a Facebook page which features photo albums of people and places from all eras of Edenville’s
history.”
This year, in addition to museum activities, the museum committee is working with the family of Civil War veteran
Daniel Weed, who is buried in the Old Edenville Cemetery in an unmarked grave. With the help of the County’s
Veteran’s Services Department and volunteers who have performed genealogical and historical research, the group
plans to have a government-issued Civil War marker installed for him by the end of the year.
Visitors are welcome to stop by the museum on Saturdays from June through September, 1-4 p.m., or any time by
appointment. Museum volunteers enjoy chatting about the old days or helping with research questions:
Edenville Township Museum
6460 Water Rd., 989-689-3650
(south of Curtis Road and the Old Edenville Cemetery; look for the Edenville Water Tower)

FLOODING MEANS MORE MOSQUITOES, TOO
Up to nine inches of rain has fallen in parts of Midland County over
the past week causing widespread flooding. Mosquitoes utilize these
flooded habitats for development and the public can expect
increased numbers of mosquitoes within a week.
Midland County Mosquito Control (MCMC) has focused on
treating standing water, particularly in roadside ditches. However,
MCMC crews will be unable to get to all areas before the
mosquitoes begin biting. Nighttime fogging trucks will continue
treatment throughout the city and county.
Residents are reminded to take action to reduce mosquitoes and avoid bites:
 Dump and/or change water weekly in containers such as bird baths, pet dishes, buckets, etc. Keep gutters clean so
they properly drain.
 Use of an EPA-approved insect repellent with active ingredients such as DEET, IR3535, or picaridin.
 Be aware of peak mosquito hours of dusk to dawn are peak biting times for many species of mosquitoes. Take extra
precaution by using protective clothing and insect repellent during evening and early morning hours or consider
avoiding outdoor activities at these times.




When possible, wear long-sleeves, long pants, and socks when outdoors.
Keep vegetation trimmed down as much as possible around the home and make sure that doors and windows have
tight-fitting screens. Repair or replace screens that have tears or holes.

Call Mosquito Control at 989-832-8677 or visit them online for more information.

MIDLAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE ADDITION AND RENOVATION

June 2017





UPDATE

(clockwise from top left)

Air shaft excavation continues.
Concrete is removed and exterior work begins.
Workers move drywall into the Circuit Court level.
New entry foundation is prepped.
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