February 2019 Newsletter
DONATION TO DOW HIGH ART PROGRAM

On the 25th of January 2019 Jim Rosenbrock, Commander of the AmVets Post 3652 and Ross Ahlich,
Midland County Veteran’s Services, presented the Dow High School Art Program a check for $400.00
for their work on the Midland County Veterans Memorial paver renovation project. The students draw a
great deal of satisfaction in being able to serve these veterans and their families in this unique way.
The donation helps the students continue to learn and grow artistically, finding new and innovative ways
to serve our community. The donation also provides funds to replace depleted art supplies such as:
matting for presentations of student artwork, bronze wire for sculptures, power tools used in various
art projects, and replacement of brushes, palettes, and easels.
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WINTER IN THE COUNTY PARKS
Break out your cross country skis and snowshoes and
head out to a county park for a great time in the snow!
Pine Haven Recreation Area is located at the end of
Maynard Road, just south of the US 10 expressway in
Sanford. There are 10 km of trails in Pine Haven, all well
signed by the degree of difficulty. The park is open seven
days a week from 8:00 a.m. until dusk. For your safety,
skiers are asked to leave the woods by sun down.
The Pine Haven parking lot will be plowed within 48 hours of a
substantial snow fall. Please be aware that the Nordic Ski Patrol is not currently patrolling
Pine Haven Trails. In the event that emergency services are needed please contact 911.
Click Here for Trail Info

WINTER TAXES DUE SOON!
Midland County Treasurer Catherine Lunsford reminds
us that the 2018 winter property taxes are due by the
end of February. Pay your current 2018 taxes directly
to the City of Midland, the City of Coleman or to the
Township where the property is located.
Delinquent taxes may be paid to the Treasurer’s
Office in person at 220 W. Ellsworth, or online.
2017 delinquent taxes will be forfeited on March 1,
increasing the interest and fees due on the property tax.
Get prior years’ taxes paid to the County Treasurer’s Office to avoid this increased
cost. 2016 and prior taxes will be foreclosed on April 2, 2019.

NOTABLE DATES
February - American Heart Month

Mar. 1 - Property Tax Forfeiture Day

Feb. 1 - National Wear Red Day

Mar. 10 Daylight Savings Begins

Feb. 2 - Groundhog Day

March 24-30 Severe Weather Awareness Week

Feb. 14 - Valentines Day
Feb. 18 - President’s Day
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MICHIGAN ECONOMY, RESOURCES WILL KEEP GROWING
Michigan’s economy and public resources will
continue their growth in the next few years, said
state budget and economic officials at the first
Revenue Estimating Conference of 2019 on
Friday, January 4th.
The official consensus from the conference is that
Michigan lawmakers will have about $10.7 billion
to spend from the General Fund in both fiscal
2019 (current year) and FY20, rising to almost
$10.9 billion for FY21.
In FY01, the GF was $9.74 billion. Adjusted for
inflation, though, that FY01 figure today would be
just over $14 billion.
Among the demands/strains on the General Fund
noted in reports this month:
• GF dollars directed to compensate counties and other local governments for lost Personal
Property Tax revenues will slightly increase in FY20 and FY21.
• GF dollars directed to road work will surge in FY20 and FY21.
• Newly filed House Bill 4006 would end pension taxes imposed by Legislature and Gov. Rick Snyder
in 2011. The result would be an estimated $300 million annual reduction to GF revenues. Both new
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and her Republican opponent, Bill Schuette, campaigned on ending the
tax. HB 4006 is sponsored by Rep. Joe Bellino, R-Monroe.
General Fund trends are important to counties since, unlike cities, villages and townships, the revenue
sharing dollars promised to counties come solely via annual appropriations from the fund.
“Recent years have brought steady, annual increases to the revenue sharing totals for counties,” noted
MAC Executive Director Stephan Currie. “These revenue projections would set the state to continue
that trend, though there are pressures building against the General Fund. We will need our county
members to be talking with their legislators this spring about the importance of revenue sharing to local
public services.”
Source: Michigan Association of Counties Legislative Update, January 11, 2019.

LEARN ABOUT GREAT LAKES VA CEMETERY
The DAV Chapter 94 is hosting an informational session on the US
Department Veterans Affairs Great Lakes Cemetery in Holly MI. A
guest speaker will provide an insightful presentation and will answer
questions for veterans and dependants. The presentation is 10:30
am February 5th at the VFW, 3013 Bay City Road, Midland, MI
48642. Contact the VFW DAV Commander Joseph Dufort at 989496-3410 for more information.
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2019 Spotter Training Class
FREE SKYWARN CLASS AVAILABLE TO PUBLIC!
Thursday, March 7nd at 7:00 PM

LEARN

Basics of thunderstorm development
Fundamentals of storm structure
Identifying potential severe weather features
Reporting Information
• Basic severe weather safety
•
•
•
•

Midland Law Enforcement Center
Main Conference Room
2727 Rood Street
Midland, MI 48640
The Midland County Emergency Management Office, in partnership
with the National Weather Service (NWS) and the Midland Amateur
Radio Club (MARC) is sponsoring this year’s annual Skywarn
Spotters class. This will be a 90 minute training. There is no charge
and open to anyone 12 years or older. No registration is needed, but
seating may be limited.
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WHAT’S THAT TRACK IN MY LAWN?
BY ROB MAXWELL

Often during a January thaw we’ll notice small tunnels that seem
to be cut into the lawn grass and even through the mulch around
the flowers. They criss-cross and meander around and are most
prominent near bird feeding stations like the ones in front of
Pinecrest. These little trails are made by the native Vole, a relative of
the mouse. Voles differ from mice by having a very short tail. They are
most often confused with the shrews, another small mammal found in
our area. Voles are true rodents and have the sharp incisors to prove it,
while shrews are tiny carnivores.
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Photo credit

By tunneling beneath the snow, just at soil level, they are protected
from the cold winds. Voles probably account for more plant damage
than any other small mammal. They will eat almost any kind of nut
or seed, and will burrow down to eat roots, bulbs, and tubers. They
will also girdle trees just below the snow line. Add to this is the fact
that a female can have up to 10 litters of 5-10 young per year, and
the young reach breeding age in only a month, resulting in huge
populations in a very short time.
Photo credit
Fortunately, almost everything sees Voles as a yummy snack, and
: Jason Ahrn
s, Flickrcom
most voles have very short lives, averaging 6 months to a year at the
most. Some of the ways to control voles is to reduce places they can shelter
like brush piles, dense vegetation, etc. It also helps to remove snow from around the bases of trees and
shrubs, and to keep things cleaned up around your bird feeders.

One summer I lost almost all my carrots to voles, who burrowed under the mulch and ate the roots,
leaving the tops to wilt. Watch for these little runways under the snow between now and spring and
imagine the little brown critters racing back and forth, out of sight.

AMERICAN HEART MONTH
For American Heart Month, National Heart Lung and Blood Institute is launching #OurHearts, a national
initiative to encourage and motivate everyone to adopt heart healthy behaviors, together. We’re more
successful at meeting our health goals when we join forces with others.
Week of Theme

Ways to Get Involved

2/1

Kickoff on National Encourage partners and influencers to wear red to raise awareness about heart disease
Wear Red Day
and promote the #OurHearts theme.

2/4

Week 1:
#OurHearts at
Work

Share how you and your co-workers help manage stress, move more, or eat healthier.
Have walking meetings. Take meditation breaks. Have a hearty-healthy potluck. Share on
social media!

2/11

Week 2:
#OurHearts at
Home

What do you do at home with your family to stay heart healthy?

2/18

Week 3:
#OurHearts in the
Community

What’s going on in your community that helps you stay heart healthy? Highlight what
your members, followers, constituents, and others in your community do to help people
be heart healthy. Organize a walk, run, or dance class. Host a health fair. Offer blood
pressure screenings. Share community activities on social!

2/25

Week 4:
#OurHearts
Online

How do digital communities help you and others stay heart healthy? Highlight your
online communities and their activities. Join NHLBI for a Facebook Live heart-healthy
cooking demo on February 26.
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Looking for a summer job? Do you enjoy nature and people? Do you have a solid work ethic?

Midland County Parks and Recreation is hiring Seasonal Staff for the
Summer! Deadline to apply: April 1st, 2019 @ 10:00am
Park Rangers- Works under the supervision of the Parks and Recreation Director, with overview and
direction provided by other full-time Park staff. Performs park maintenance tasks and participates in the
construction and repair of park facilities. Operates park vehicles and equipment. Oversees park visitors to
ensure adherence to park rules and regulations. Works outside on a regular basis with exposure to various
weather conditions. Starting wage; $10.25/hr.
Gatekeepers- Works under the supervision of the supervisor on shift. Seasonal Gatekeepers greet customers
entering the park, answer customer questions, provide information on procedures or policies, assist in
resolving complaints, collect money and issues permits. Interactions with the public are to be courteous and
professional at all times. Starting wage; $10.25/hr.
Requirements- Must be at least 18 years of age or older with a high school diploma or equivalent. Clean
driving record is mandatory. Candidates wishing to be considered for these positions must pass a
physical/drug screen/background check and be able to lift 80lbs. Must be able to work weekends, holidays and
shift work (40 hr. work week).
In order to be considered for these positions you must complete a Midland County Employment Application
which can be obtained at the Midland County Human Resources Department, 220 W. Ellsworth Street,
Midland, MI 48640-5194 or online at www.co.midland.mi.us. Contact (989) 832-6876 ext. 5 with questions.
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Full-Time and Part-Time Technicians (seasonal)
April 1 - September 13, 2019
$10.25/1st year
$10.75/2nd year
$11.50/3rd year
Applications due no later than Friday, March 8, 2019
Performs work of routine difficulty in mosquito control
operations. Conducts field inspections and application of
insecticides in areas such as woodlots, flooded fields,
marshes, ditches and other areas with rugged terrain with
significant obstacles; will work outdoors in a variety of
weather conditions including rain and variable
temperatures; performs routine maintenance and repair of
equipment; maintains daily records of activities; attends
training programs; answers questions and interacts with
the public. Exposure to environmental allergens such as
grass, weeds and pollens. Onsite training provided for the
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development Registered Applicator exam. Must be able to
work weekends, holidays and shift work. Must be able to
lift and/or carry 50lbs over rough terrain.

Clerk Geographic Information Systems (seasonal)
March 18 - September 13, 2019
$11.68
Applications due no later than Friday, March 1, 2019
Under immediate supervision; provides office management and
support. Familiarity with geographic information systems software
preferred (ESRI). Enters treatment records and develops summary
reports. Utilizes mapping software to edit and print a variety of
maps. Responds to telephone inquiries concerning mosquito
control activities. Hours 8am-4:30pm M-F.

Required for all positions

Now Hiring

Must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school
diploma or equivalent, Valid driver’s license and good
driving record mandatory; ability to read maps and
perform simple math computations. Must pass a physical,
drug test and background check. In order to be
considered for these positions you must provide a Midland
County Employment Application which can be submitted at
Midland County Human Resources Department, 220 W
Ellsworth Street, Midland, MI 48640-5194 or emailed to
HR@co.midland.mi.us. You can obtain an application from
our website at https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HumanResources/JobPostings.aspx.
Applications will be reviewed as they are received. For additional question contact
(989) 832-6797.

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FROM HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Midland County Health Department (MCHD) offers educational programs and presentations on a
variety of health related topics to schools, groups, and the community upon request. Community Health
Nurses also set up informational displays at a variety of health fairs and community events throughout
the year.
Presentation Topics Include:
• Nutrition and Physical Activity
• Hand Washing
• Food Safety
• Head Lice Prevention
• Maturation
• Diabetic Education
• Dental
• Infant Safe Sleep
• Flu
• Tobacco Prevention
• Family Planning and Sexually Transmitted Diseases
Contact Community Health Nursing Services at (989) 837-6570 to schedule a presentation or request a
display at your next health fair or community event.

AROUND THE COUNTIES
From the National Association of Counties

Known for its juicy red grapefruit grown in fertile valleys, a juke box museum and good eating at places
like Jethro’s Barbecue, Hidalgo County stretches more than 1,500 square miles across southern Texas,
abutting the Rio Grande along the Mexican border.
It’s also a county at center stage, as the federal government shutdown that began last month continues
over disagreements on funding for a wall along the U.S.-Mexican border.
County officials in communities along the border say their jobs can be challenging when it comes to
immigration. Regional economic uncertainty, shelter overcrowding in some places and fears of potential
public health crises are just a few of the thorny realities that pop up on a regular basis in the news.
Read More...
Board of Commissioners Info online!
• Check the Board’s Meeting Calendar.
• Look up agendas and minutes for all Board and Committee meetings on BoardDocs.
• Watch a meeting as it’s happening on View Live Meeting.

SUBSCRIBE

Subscribe to receive reminder when our newsletter is published.
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