DID YOU KNOW?

April 2017 Newsletter
MIDLAND COUNTY TELLS ITS STORY WITH MAPS
With a little help from the GIS (Geographic Information Systems) Department,
Midland County is making its website more fun and informative for readers by
using story maps. GIS Coordinator, Chris Cantrell, says the technology combines
authoritative maps with narrative text and images for a multimedia presentation.
The scrolling graphics keep readers engaged and informed as the story unfolds.
.

In honor of National County
Government Month, check out the
National Association of Counties’
(NACO) website, MI County
Matters. You might not realize just
how much counties do.
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Unveiling the new tool at a recent County Managers meeting, Chris says Midland
County is ahead of the pack in developing this format to explain county services.
“This new technology offers a great way to inform website users about the
diverse services we provide and help them access the huge amount of
information available online and in maps. We look forward to developing the
application for other departments over the next several months.”
Check out the new look and capabilities while you learn How Midland County
GIS supports Midland County and Its Community. Use the links in the text and
map popups to find details as you scroll through the site.

IMPORTANT DATES
April - Keep America Beautiful
Month/9-1-1 Education Month/
STD Awareness Month/
Child Abuse Prevention Month
April 3-9 Public Health Week
April 2-8 National Crime Victims’
Rights Week
April 10 – Passover begins
April 14 – Good Friday (County offices

THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT WANTS YOU TO “TAKE
COVER”
Midland County Health Department has a new program to curb sexuallytransmitted diseases (STDs) and people are noticing.

closed)
April 15 – Tax Day
April 16-22 - Severe Weather
Awareness Week
April 18 - Employee Appreciation
Awards
April 18 – Household Hazardous Waste
Collection (989)832-6679
April 25 – UW Spirit of Community

“Our patrons have definitely found the displays – and I hope, are learning
something about STDs ̶ we can’t keep them stocked,” says Laura Atton, owner
of Frick’s Bar, one of seven businesses participating in the program.
Take Cover is a free condom distribution program provided by the Health
Department at diverse locations around the county.
According to Mary MacInnes, WHNP-B.C., M.S.N, Clinic Services Director,
Health Department officials hope to eventually reduce the occurrence of STDs
in Midland County by increasing the availability, accessibility, and acceptability of
condom use.
“In 2016 we began to see an increase in
the number of positive Chlamydia cases,
and this year, Gonorrhea is on the rise.
STDs are passed from one person to
another during sexual contact, so
condom use can help prevent these
infections,” she says. “Our community
partners can be a big help in getting the
word out.”

April 26 – Admin. Professionals Day
April 29 – Howard’s Friend Ride

Bret Cousineau, owner of Espresso
Milano, says he appreciates the
opportunity to participate. “This is a
great way for us to help reduce STDs and
play an active role in the community.”

May 7-13 Public Service Recognition
Week
May 6-12 National Nurses Week
May 14 – Mother’s Day
May 20 – Armed Forces Day
May 30 – Memorial Day (offices
closed)

Frick’s Bar patrons can find the condom
display in an old pay phone booth near the
bar. The scannable QR code on condom
packaging directs smartphone users to
information on STD clinics and condom
distribution locations in Midland County.

The Health Department offers a
confidential communicable disease clinic
where clients can be tested and treated
for the most prevalent STDs.
Visit the website for a list of participating
locations, clinic hours, and more info.

Midland County Courthouse Addition/Remodel Groundbreaking, March 17, 2017

Board of Commissioners Chair Mark Bone
speaks at the groundbreaking for the addition
and remodel of Midland County’s courthouse
on March 17. Below, community leaders kick
off the 12-month project in front of the
historic building.
Check out television coverage by ABC
Channel 12 and the Midland Daily News story.

IN MEMORIAM
Lt. Detective (retired), Francis E. "Fritz" Bobalek, 69, of Midland, died Monday
afternoon, March 6, 2017 at his home from pancreatic cancer. He was born May
19, 1947 in Midland, son of the late Francis J. and Mary Jean (Coley) Bobalek.
Fritz graduated from Midland High School and Delta College with a degree in
criminal justice. He married the former Candace Hoffman, Aug. 8, 1970 in
Midland.
Fritz worked at the Ware-Smith Funeral Home until 1969 when he enlisted and
served with the U.S. Army in Vietnam. He was discharged April 2, 1971 and went
to work at the Midland County Sheriff Department, working there for 29 years
and retiring as a lieutenant detective in 1999.
Fritz had been a member of the Larkin Twp. Fire Dept. for 32 years, serving as chief for the last 10 years. Fritz
and Candee were always ready to welcome you with open arms if you needed a place to stay or a meal. He
enjoyed fishing and spending time at their cabin in Rexton. Fritz's family was the most important thing in his
life.
Read the full Midland Daily News March 8, 2017 obituary online.

BE SOMEONE WHO MATTERS TO
SOMEONE WHO MATTERS
Are you a caring adult who likes young people? Midland
Mentors is looking for mentors from the community to
join in a one-on-one relationship with an area youth in
the Day Treatment program at the Juvenile Care Center.
All it takes is a one-hour commitment each week for at
least six months, and you may form a relationship that
will last much longer.
Mentors serve as adult friends and advocates for the
youth. They provide a safe sounding board for the youth,
being there not to solve problems, but to be a source of
support. Many of the matches stay together for years
and many mentors have had several matches. Activities
can be as simple as going for a walk, making cookies,
shooting hoops, or just hanging out.
Every child who ends up doing well has at least one
stable and committed relationship with a caring adult.
You could be that adult.
To get started mentoring, call or email Suzanne Landis,
837-6255, slandis@co.midland.mi.us.
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FORMER COMMISSIONER MCQUAID HONORED BY
COMMUNITY
Creative 360 honored former Midland County Commissioner Rose Marie
(Ronnie) McQuaid during their Yes We Can Luncheon Soiree series presented
on March 24 at Northwood’s NADA Center.
Ronnie McQuaid grew up on a farm in St. Louis and moved to Midland with
her husband Jack. When her three children were older, she began taking
classes one-at-a-time at Saginaw Valley State University (SVSU). After 11
years, she graduated with a degree in psychology and sociology. She says it is
the best thing she ever did.
A woman of deep faith with a passion for justice, she believes that if a community is to be healthy, one must serve.
Everyone must pull together to make sure all the needs in the community are met. She became known for speaking
for those who have no voice.
Ronnie spent 32 years as a Midland County Commissioner and more than 60 years as a realtor. A charter member
of Blessed Sacrament Church, she served on the boards of Midland-Gladwin Community Health, Catholic Family
Services, The Family Action Committee and more. She served on the Board of Realtors at the national, state and
city levels and was president of the boards of Midland Area Homes and Volunteers for Recycling. Ronnie served on
the Governor’s Substance Abuse Commission and was influential in making the Juvenile Care Center a reality.

CELEBRATING CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION MONTH
Midland County kicked off National Child
Abuse Prevention Month in April with the
planting of a pinwheel garden at
Strosacker Center on Main Street.
The event acknowledged the importance
of families and communities working
together to prevent child abuse and
neglect, and to promote the social and
emotional well-being of children and
families.
The pinwheel is the nationally recognized
symbol for child abuse and neglect
prevention. It also symbolizes the belief
that every child has the right to grow and
flourish to full potential within a nurturing environment. Read more about preventing child abuse.

Watch the most recent Board of Commissioners meeting and check out meeting agendas/minutes here.
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SOLAR SYSTEM INSTALLATION
SET FOR APRIL
Community volunteer and designer, Bob Mass,
says the project that will install a 600 millionto-one scale sculpture of the solar system on
Midland County’s Pere Marquette Rail Trail is
progressing on schedule. Fabrication of the
planets and their pedestals was recently
completed. They will be anchored to the
concrete pads along the Rail Trail in late April.
Mass and volunteer Henry Hellman are also
preparing QR codes for the pedestals that will
direct viewers to a website with informatrion
on the science behind the display.

Bob Mass shows the planets and pedestals that will be installed later this
month along the Rail Trail.

An opening event is scheduled for May 20 at
10:00 a.m. in Coleman next to the Sun
installation. For more information, contact
Bob Mass at massro@gmail.com.

DRAIN PROJECTS PLANNED FOR 2017
Midland County Drain Commissioner Doug Enos says
the office has scheduled six county drain projects for
completion in 2017, including:
 Stanton Intercounty Drain (with Saginaw County)
- Project Cost - $730,000
 Cronk Intercounty Drain (with Gratiot County) Construction Bids due April 5
 #518 Intercounty Drain (with Gratiot County) Construction Bids due April 5
 Wilson Drain - Construction Bids due April 25
 Oliver Drain - Construction Bids due April 25
 Townline Intercounty Drain (with Gratiot County)
- Construction bids in May
 Davis Drain - Construction bids due mid-summer

It’s here! Your go-to reference for County services.

2017 County of Midland
Services Directory
t

Look for our Midland Daily News insert at convenient locations
throughout Midland County.

MEET JESSICA GILKINS
Administrative Assistant, Board of Commissioners
Jessica grew up in Port Huron and graduated from Aquinas College (Grand
Rapids) with an associate of arts degree in 2007 and from the University of
Detroit Mercy with a bachelor of science in biology (2011). After graduation, she
worked for the City of Dearborn Heights in various capacities.
In July 2015, she relocated to Alma, Michigan, with her husband and oldest
daughter Ava (4) for her husband’s job. Jessica worked in administration at
Masonic Pathways, in the therapy department, until having her second daughter,
Penelope, in June of 2016.
Jessica enjoys spending time with her family and looks forward to the warmer
months because her family thrives on outdoor activities.

COOKING MATTERS FOR ADULTS
A nutrition program for adults teaches how to eat healthy, cook, and
grocery shop on a budget. Each week participants receive take-home
food they can use to practice recipes.
Cooking Matters for Adults
April 17-May 22, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Messiah Lutheran Church
1550 S. Poseyville Rd., Midland
Read more or register with MSU Extension at (989) 832-6713.

Across the Counties
COUNTY BOND RATES IMPROVE
Midland County’s moves to Aa2
Moody's Investors Service recently upgraded the
General Obligation Limited Tax (GOLT) bond
ratings of 32 Michigan local governments,
including Midland County.
Midland County’s bonds upgraded from a rating
of Aa3 to Aa2 include:
 Limited tax
 Midland County Water Supply System
Bonds (2)
 Water Supply System Bonds
 Building Authority Bonds
 Capitol Improvement Bonds
Midland County Finance Director, Tori Meyer, says, “This is good news for the County. Simply put, it means the
County now has better credit and could borrow money for a project at a lower interest rate.”

Midland Tomorrow recently debuted its new video, Made in Midland –
Entrepreneurs.
Find it on YouTube or link to it from Midland County’s homepage.

TORNADO SEASON IS AROUND THE
CORNER
Severe Weather Awareness Week is
April 16-22
How much do you know about tornadoes?
Emergency Management Coordinator, Jenifier
Boyer says six of the 16 tornadoes in Michigan last
year occurred in the Upper Peninsula, setting a new
U.P. record.
Test Your Knowledge:
1. What is a severe thunderstorm?
Severe thunderstorm produces large hail that is
one inch in diameter or larger, damaging winds of
58 mph or greater, and/or a tornado.
2. What is a tornado?
A tornado is a column of violently rotating winds extending down from a thunderstorm cloud and touching the
surface of the earth.
3. What is the difference between a tornado and a funnel cloud?
A funnel cloud is also a column of violently rotating winds extending down from a thunderstorm; however, it does
not touch the earth as a tornado does.
4. How many tornadoes usually occur in Michigan every year?
Michigan experiences an average of 15 tornadoes annually. Since 1950, 243 people have been killed due to
tornadoes. During this same time, Michigan has experienced 1025 tornadoes.
5. When do tornadoes generally occur?
Most tornadoes occur during the months of May, June, July, and August, primarily in the late afternoon and evening
hours. However, tornadoes can occur anytime of the day or night in almost any month during the year.
6. How fast do tornadoes travel?
Tornadoes generally travel from the southwest at an average speed of 30 mph. However, some tornadoes have very
erratic paths, with speeds approaching 70 mph.
Read more about severe weather in Michigan.
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In the Community
MIDLAND COUNTY AMONG HONOREES
Mark your calendars for the eighth annual Spirit of the Community
Awards celebration to be held on April 25 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
at The Great Hall. This exciting event honors the many ways that
individuals and organizations are lending their time, talents, voices, and
hearts to create a better and stronger community.
The County of Midland will be among groups honored as Companies
That Care during the celebration. This award recognizes organizations
who demonstrate their commitment to strengthening our community by their support of United Way.
Tickets for Spirit of the Community are $30 each or $300 for a table of ten. Click here to register or call (989) 6313670 for more information.

Want to receive a reminder each month when our newsletter is published?

County of Midland ║ 220 W. Ellsworth St. ║MIDLAND, MI ║ 48640

SUBSCRIBE

Back to top

